NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th April 2022 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner, Euan Henderson, Scott Humphries, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
           
ITEM 1.  TC/APR/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Philip Gage, Roger Hornblow,  Mark Lombardo and Sam Langridge.  

ITEM 2.  TC/APR/2022:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were declarations of interest from Cllrs Roger Clarke and Sue Garner on item 8.2, as persons put forward for the Annual Town Awards were known to them. These were not judged to be pecuniary interests.      

ITEM 3. TC/APR/2022:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

ITEM 4.  TC/APR/2022:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 14th March 2022 as a true record of the meeting.   

	Prop: PW	Sec: RC 

Matters Arising

4.2	The issue of whether NPIG should report to Full Council is deferred until the electronic meeting between NPIG and TPEM takes place at 10 am on 21st April 2022.    

4.3	The structural survey of the police station site in Newport Pagnell has been received, and whilst it listed a number of items, nothing in the report was unexpected. It was agreed to comment to Churchill Developers that the Town Council would like to take on ownership of the police building, courthouse and cellblock as a community facility.  

Resolved to take ownership of the community facility should planning permission be granted, and further resolved to undertake a mechanical and electrical survey at that point.    

Action: The clerk to commission a mechanical and electrical survey should planning permission be granted.  

4.4	Agreement is now awaited from MKC regarding the transfer of some adjoining woodland to forward the Aston Martin Heritage Trust’s Heritage Centre. The Town Council will be looking to transfer the London Road site in October 2022. 

	Action: Cllr Henderson agreed to follow this matter up with MKC.  

ITEM 5. TC/APR/2022:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On Sunday 20th March he attended the civic service in Biggleswade.   
· On Wednesday 23rd  March, he and his wife started the day with breakfast with the local Army Air Corp reserves at their business breakfast. 
· On Saturday 26th March, he and his wife visited the latest coffee shop to open in town, Farthing Brothers. 
· Later on Saturday 26th March, he officially opened the new cycling facility at Hornbeam Park, along with the Mayor of Milton Keynes.  
· On Tuesday 29th March, he and his wife attended the Carnival fundraising quiz at Moza.  
· On Friday 1st April he and his wife were present at the dedication ceremony for this year’s High Sheriff Debbie Brock DL, which was held at the Church of Christ the Cornerstone in CMK.  
· On Saturday 2nd April, he attended the semi-final of the FA Vase competition, which Newport Pagnell Town Football Club won. They will next appear in the final against Littlehampton at Wembley Stadium. As a result of the match, he had three interviews with Three Counties Radio Station, and was quoted on the BBC website. 
· On Sunday 3rd April, he attended the civic service for the Mayor of Raunds. 

Resolved to approve a banner to congratulate NPTFC for reaching the final, and to fly flags in white and green, which the Christmas Lights Committee has kindly volunteered to erect. 

Prop: EH	 Sec: PW

Action: The clerk to establish costs and ethics of sponsorship in relation to the team. 

The Vice Chair reported that:

· The Swimathon had raised £510 for the Rotary Club. 
· On Sunday 10th April she met with one of the UK-HK Chinese Christian Community leaders and some of the new arrivals from Hong Kong for a chat after their service at the URC.  She suggested they provide a representative to join the CEPR Working Group, in order to connect with others in the local community. 
· On Tuesday 5th April she was invited by the Mayor of Milton Keynes to attend the opening ceremony for the new burial place for the MK Muslim Community to use in Selbourne Avenue.  
· On Saturday 2nd April, she attended the semi-finals of the FA Vase tournament to watch NPTFC win. 
· On Thursday 31st March she met with founding members of the volunteer group setting up the Newport Pagnell Cultural Festival, and signed the constitution. 
· On Sunday 27th March she attended the Civic Service in Sandy. 
· On Saturday 26th March she attended the formal opening of the Hornbeam Cycling Facility. 
· On Saturday 19th March, she invited Cllr Sue Garner to join her to represent NPTC at an event at which MK African Diaspora Organisation was honouring the Unsung Heroes in the community through an awards ceremony.  
   
ITEM 6.  TC/APR/2022:   WORKING GROUP & COMMITTEE MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 23rd March 2022.  Cllr Henderson enquired about the progress of the Wetherspoons Planning Application and was advised that, subject to some planning formalities, it was likely to go ahead. He mentioned that the Iron Bridge will be painted this year, but that it will need to be closed to traffic for an extended period for this to take place. It is hoped that this does not coincide with the town’s major events.   
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 9th March 2022.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 28th March 2022.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 7th March 2022. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 16th March 2022.
f) The Business Development Meeting minutes dated 21st March 2022. Cllr Henderson reported that new cost estimates had been received from Steve Wells Associated for WRSG, and that he hoped to be able to discuss these with Newport Pagnell Town Football Club imminently. There was concern that no planning application at MKC had raised any s106 income for swimming in the last year. Cllr Garner reported that Ousedale School had submitted their s106 requests and hoped to hear the results of these by mid-April.  
  HeH


ITEM 7.  TC/APR/2022:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – An update had been reported from Cllr Lombardo, who advised that there had been no public attendance at this meeting, despite the Town Council advertising it on social media channels, and notice boards, a week in advance of the meeting. The meeting is not a Town Council meeting, but a meeting arranged by the Police for the community.  

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the meeting held on 4th April were received. Cllr Gage was congratulated for raising further funding for visits by the young people to Caldecotte Lake . 

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meetings had been held. 
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held.  

· Education Trust – There was nothing to report. 

· The minutes of the meeting dated 29th March 2022 with the Liberal Democrat Ward Councillors were received. A meeting has yet to be arranged with the Conservative Ward Councillors.  
[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
ITEM 8.  TC/APR/2022:  ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  

8.1	It was noted that the Annual Town Meeting takes place at the URC church on 21st April – 6.45 pm for 7 pm start.  All councillors are invited to this meeting. 

8.2	A large number of nominees for the Annual Town Award were received, which demonstrated how important it was to have clear criteria for judgement of who was deserving of the Award/s.  

Resolved that the award should go to four individuals and one charitable group – identities to be revealed at the Annual Town Meeting. 

Prop: PD	Sec: DK  

	Action: The clerk to arrange for criteria for winning the Town Award to be discussed at a forthcoming Policy and Finance Meeting. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.56 pm. The next meeting is the Annual Meeting of the Town Council on 9th May 2022.        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

