NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 9th May 2022 at 8pm 
at The Newport Pagnell Youth Club, Wolverton Road 

Present :	Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Phil Gage, Sue Garner, Roger Hornblow, Scott Humphries, Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor   

Also present:  Shar Roselman, Town Clerk.
	   
   
ITEM 1.  AMTC/MAY/2022:  ELECTION OF CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL

The past Chairman of the Council opening proceedings, and took nominations for the post of Chairman of the Council.  Three candidates stood and were proposed. Cllr Paul Day was voted in as chair.  Cllr Day agreed to accept the post of Chairman and Mayor of the Council.

Resolved to elect Cllr Paul Day as Chairman of the Council.   

Councillor Paul Day signed the Acceptance of Office for the post of Mayor. He thanked members for voting him in as Mayor. 

Cllr Kitchen responded, thanking Cllr Day and his wife Sarah for their wonderful work in serving the community, and this was reiterated by Cllr Hornblow and all other members of the Town Council 

Councillor Day took nominations for the post of Vice-Chairman of the Council.  Three members were proposed and votes were taken. Cllr Bah-Pokawa received the majority of the votes.  Cllr Bah-Pokawa accepted the office of Vice-Chairman.  

Resolved to elect Cllr Bah-Pokowa as Vice-Chairman of the Council.  

 
ITEM 2.  AMTC/MAY/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Resolved to receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllr Euan Henderson. 

Prop:	PD	Sec: BBP	


ITEM 3.  AMTC/MAY/2022: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Resolved to agree to grant a blanket dispensation to all members of the Council for deciding on precept and setting the Council budget on the basis of there being insufficient members who do not hold an interest to take these decisions.

Prop: RH	Sec: PD 

Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa and Diane Kitchen declared interests in the approval of the minutes of the Policy and Finance meeting, in relation to the issue of grant funding for the Cultural Event.  

ITEM 4.  AMTC/MAY/2022:  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 
            
ITEM 5.  AMTC/MAY/2022: MINUTES

5.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2022 as a correct record of the meeting. 

	Prop:  PW	Sec: RC	

5.2	Matters Arising for noting

5.2.1	It was noted that a meeting had been held to decide on whether NPIG should report to Full Council.  It was recommended that NPIG continues to report to TPEM.  However, the meeting had also recommended that the Council should reinstate quarterly workshops, to discuss the big concerns and issues that would affect the Town Council.

	Resolved to hold quarterly workshops to discuss ‘big issues.’ 

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW  

5.2.2	Natural England had unexpectedly opened a consultation on whether the Newport Pagnell Police Station should be listed.  The clerk had responded advising that, having reviewed the plans for the site, the Town Council saw no further need for the property to be listed, as the plans accorded with the Neighbourhood Plan, and the main building itself containing the historical features would fall under the stewardship of the Town Council. Cllr Pearson advised that the NP Historical Society had been responsible for raising the issue with Natural England.  It was not known why Natural England had taken on this responsibility, as opposed to Historic England who are the listing authority.  

5.2.3	Milton Keynes Council had advised that a new cabinet decision would be required to transfer the adjoining woodland to the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT).  This delay did not seem to be disheartening the AMHT, who were intent on moving ahead with the project, although they may require a short delay in transferring the site under lease.  	  
 

ITEM 6.  AMTC/MAY/2022 	MINUTES from WORKING GROUP. 
	
The following Working Group minutes were received and approved by Council:
	
· Town Planning and Environmental Management Working Group minutes 20th April 2022
· Town Planning Interim Management minutes 6th April 2022.
· Policy & Finance meeting dated 25th April 2022. Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa explained the progress being made with the Newport Pagnell Cultural Festival. 
· Public Relations and Events meeting dated 13th April 2022.
· Property Management meeting dated 4th April 2022.
· Sports, Health and Wellbeing meeting dated 25th April 2022.  

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting – 21st April 2022 were also received.  


ITEM 7.  AMTC/MAY/2022:  STANDING ORDERS

Council reviewed Standing Orders and made no changes. 

	 	 
ITEM 8.  AMTC/MAY/2022:  REVIEW  OF MEETING DATES, WORKING GROUPS, DELEGATION ARRANGEMENTS and TERMS OF REFERENCE

8.1	Confirmation of Dates of Meetings. 
	The schedule of meeting dates was approved. 

8.2	Receipt of Agendas and Minutes by email. 
	Resolved to approve the receipt of agendas and minutes by email. Cllrs who do not require hard copies of agendas and working papers to also be left in their pigeonholes are:  Cllrs  Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Sam Langridge, Paul Day, Diane Kitchen, Scott Humphries and Mark Lombardo.    

	Prop: PD	Sec: PW

8.3	Delegation Arrangements to Working Groups 
Delegation Arrangements to Working Groups were discussed and agreed. Working Groups can only discuss items and may not take decisions, but can delegate to officers.  All Working Groups have been delegated the authority by Full Council to reconvene as Committees at any time that suits them. 

A new group comprising all members of the Council will be formed to hold workshops to debate the big issues facing the Council. Discussion on how these are to formatted will take place at a future meeting of Council. 

	Prop: PD 	Sec: RC  

	Action: The clerk to raise the issue of Workshops on a forthcoming agenda.  
 	
8.4 	Terms of Reference for Working Groups
	Terms of reference for all Working Groups and Sub-Working Groups were considered and agreed, including the new Terms of Reference for the meeting with the Bury Commonholders.  

8.5	Delegation Arrangements to Employees. 
	The delegation arrangements to the Town Clerk and subsequently other employees were reviewed with no changes made. 

8.6	Existing and New Committees
Resolved to hold quarterly workshops for all Councillor on the big issues and to retain all other working groups.  

	Prop:	PD	Sec: PW

8.7	Nominations to Working Groups. 
	Council received nominations of members to Working Groups

Resolved to accept the list of nominated councillors for 
	Working Groups with one amendment to allow Cllr Tony Oyakhire to join the MK East Working Group. 

	Prop: PD	Sec: TO

8.8	Appointment of Working Group chairs and Vice Chairs.

Resolved to suspend the Annual Meeting of Full Council to hold individual Working Group meetings to appoint chairs and vice chairs. 

Prop: PD   Sec: PW

	The following chairs and vice chairs were appointed: 	
	Working Group
	Chair
	Vice Chair

	Town Planning and Environmental Management
	Phil Winsor
	Ian Carman

	Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group
	Ian Carman
	Euan Henderson

	Policy and Finance
	Roger Hornblow
	Diane Kitchen

	Health and Safety
	Phil Winsor 
	Roger Hornblow

	Parks & Property 
	Roger Hornblow 
	Phil Winsor

	Sports, Health & Wellbeing 
	Sue Garner
	Mark Lombardo

	Stakeholders
	Mark Lombardo
	Sue Garner

	Allotments
	Philip Gage
	Roger Hornblow

	Culture, Events & PR
	Mark Lombardo
	Binta Bah Pokawa

	Business Development
	Euan Henderson 
	Ian Carman 

	MKE Working Group 
	Paul Day
	Euan Henderson

	Meeting With Bury Commoner’s Association.. 
	Ian Carman
	Vacant

	Personnel Sub Committee
	Paul Day
	Binta Bah Pokawa  



Resolved to suspend Working Group meetings and resume the Annual Meeting of the Town Council. 
Prop: PD	Sec: 


ITEM 9.  AMTC/MAY/2022: REPRESENTATION ON  EXTERNAL BODIES 

9.1	Resolved to approve the list of representatives on outside bodies as follows:

Prop:	ML		Sec: PW			
					
	OUTSIDE BODY
	OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE

	Newport Pagnell Youth Club
	Phil Gage, Euan Henderson, Sue Garner, Phil Winsor - Trustees 

	Christmas Lights Committee
	Diane Kitchen 

	Carnival
	Not required

	Strawberry Fayre
	Mark Lombardo

	Fireworks Event
	Phil Winsor 

	Soapbox Derby
	Phil Winsor

	Milton Keynes Transport Forum (STARS)
	Mark Lombardo 

	Community Forum Police
	Mark Lombardo

	MK Rapid Transport Forum
	Phil Winsor 

	East West Rail Meetings
	Phil Winsor

	MK Parish Forum   
	Phil Winsor

	MK Association of Local Councils 
	Phil Winsor 

	MK Forum
	Phil Winsor

	PAG 
	Binta Bah-Pokawa 

	NP Partnership (now closed but may be reopened at some stage)
	Ian Carman

	NALC Larger Council’s Committee
	The Town Clerk 

	CHARITIES 
	

	Nan & Jacks 
	Roger Hornblow

	Town Lands
	Diane Kitchen  

	Newport Pagnell Education Trust 
	Diane Kitchen 




9.2	Resolved that the permanent agenda item on Full Council 	Meetings regarding outside bodies allows members to report activities and that this serves as the appropriate mechanism for reports from outside bodies.  However volunteer events groups have a separate reporting mechanism into the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group.  

	Prop:	PD	Sec: ML

9.3	Reports from outside bodies. 
	
· No residents attended the last Police Community Forum. The clerk and Cllr Lombardo will speak to MK Police to try to establish a quarterly meeting either with the Town Council or jointly with Ward Members.  
· The NP Youth Club Trust had not held any meetings in the last few weeks, but news of another ‘Summer of Fun’ grant was shared. 
· There had been no Parish Forum Meeting. 
· There had been no MK ALC meetings. 
· There was no report from STARS, the Rapid Transport Forum, or the NP Education Trust.  


ITEM 10.  AMTC/MAY/2022: FIXED AND SMALL ASSETS

Council reviewed the Fixed and Small Assets of the Council, and the list of 
deeds and trust. 


ITEM 11.  AMTC/MAY/2022:  MEMBERSHIP OF OUTSIDE BODIES 

Resolved to approve subscriptions for Council Membership of outside 
bodies, these being NALC/BALC, MKALC, SLCC, South East Employers Association, Data Protection for both the Council and for individual Councillors (who hold their own registrations), Living Wage Foundation and MK Forum.   

Prop:	PW	Sec: BBP


ITEM 12.  AMTC/MAY/2022: FINANCIAL REGULATIONS.
Resolved to approve the Financial Regulations for the Council.
Prop: PD	Sec: RH

Resolved to approve current practice of paying by Bank Transfer, BACS and  direct debit all of the council’s creditors, using a two-councillor authorisation system.  These include but are not limited to the following:  

	Salaries
	Telepay

	Pensions
	Telepay

	Tax/NI
	Telepay

	VAT
	DD

	Bank Charges
	DD

	Teledebit Fees
	DD

	Postage Royal  Mail
Public Toilet 
utilities electricity
	DD

DD

	Rates MKC
	DD

	Loan PWLB
	DD
Pub
Pubgli


Prop: PW	Sec: PD


ITEM 13.  AMTC/MAY/2022: PAST CHAIRMAN’S ACTIVITIES. 

Cllr Day reported on activities he had undertaken during the last month. These included:
· Saturday 16th April, he served teas and coffees with his wife at the Mead Centre Coffee morning.  
· Thursday 21st April, he chaired the Annual Town Meeting. 
· Saturday 23rd April, he and his wife were guests of Newport Pagnell Rotary at their music night in the parish church.
· On Sunday 24th April he laid a wreath at the Annual Workers’ Memorial Day event at the MK Rose. 
· On Sunday 24th April he helped the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club Under 18s celebrate winning their league.  
· On Friday 29th April he attended a charity Jazz Event hosted by the Mayor of Ampthill. 
· On Saturday 7th April he and his wife attended an afternoon charity event at Houghton Regis Bowls club. 
· On Sunday 8th April, he attended the Civic Service for the Mayor of Central Bedfordshire at Woburn. 
· On Sunday 8th April in the evening he and his wife attended a charity dinner hosted by the Mayor of Raunds.  
· On Monday 9th May he had been part of the group that oversaw the erection of green and white flags to celebrate Newport Pagnell Town Football Club reaching the final of the FA Vase Tournament. 

The Deputy Mayor reported that she had been observing Ramadan for a month until 2nd May which meant she could only break her fast at the time most meetings started.  However, she did manage to carry out some engagements with the relevant stakeholders and members of the NP Culture Group, including the Licensing and Safety authority at MKC.  
On 8th April she represented the Town Council at the Girlguiding Buckinghamshire’s Banner Service at RAF Halton. 

Cllr Day congratulated Cllr Oyakhire in obtaining over 6000 votes in the Ward Councillor elections, and Cllr Andy Carr and Cllr Liam Andrews for being elected. The Council also agreed that Ex Cllr Paul Alexander should be congratulated for his many years of service as a Councillor.  

Action: The clerk will drop a note of congratulation to both new Ward Councillors.  

ITEM 14.  AMTC/MAY/2022: GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE

Resolved that the Town Council, having a 2/3 electoral mandate and a qualified clerk trained in the Power of Competence, is eligible to use the General Power of Competence.   

Prop: PD	Sec: RH

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm. 

The date of the next meeting of Full Council is 13th June 2022.  
	 



2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

