NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 18th July 2022 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/JULY/2022: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Gage for this meeting. 

ITEM 2.  BD/JULY/ 2022:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/JULY/ 2022:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public for this meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/JULY/2022: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2022
as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop:	PW 	Sec: TO

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/JULY/2022:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Fields Farm site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1	The Town Clerk is working with the Council’s solicitor on preparation of the new lease, amended lease, and lease surrender.  It is hoped to meet the deadline of September 2022 for these to be issued and signed.  

5.1.2	It was noted that there was no further update from Bloor Homes on the provision of land and amenities on the site adjacent to WRSG. It seems that the planning application has been delayed. The clerk has a meeting next week at which it is hoped to establish what is occurring with this site.  
	
5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

Despite frequent requests, the Town Council has still not been advised of which developer will be undertaking the build on the Tickford Fields Farm site. It is believed that the current favoured bidder has dropped out of the tender, which puts in jeopardy the inflation clause of April 2021.  

Action: The clerk to write to Michael Bracey, copying in Tracey Ashworth, Cllr Pete Marland and Cllr Jane Carr. 
 
ITEM 6.   BD/JULY/2022: BURY COMMON 

Objective for the Council year: To progress the transfer of Bury Field Common and Meadow to Newport Pagnell Town Council, including the transfer of the Rural Grants on this site.   

This objective has been completed. The Government is making significant changes to the basic payment scheme for rural funding, and it looks likely that there will be a drop in income by 2024.  However, the Government’s plans are not yet finalised.  

Quarterly meetings have been established with the Bury Commoners’ Management Committee. The minutes of these meetings will be presented to Full Council for information and to approve any decisions.  


ITEM 7.   BD/JULY/2022:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

The working group received the updated s106 report. Funding for the library was questioned. The clerk said that as far as she was aware most of the Bellway funding has already been used as part of the latest refurbishments, but that the Redway funding remained, and could potentially be used if a relocation took place.  

Action: The clerk to apply for Sports Hall s106 funding. 
It was noted that the application for funding for Ousedale School for two projects was almost through the approval process, and there was nothing likely to get in the way of these projects commencing. 
	 		
ITEM 8. BD/JULY/2022:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

£98,084.75 of s106 funding is available to spend in Newport Pagnell parks on play equipment.  It was agreed that disabled play provision should be considered, and that Kingfisher Park was the ideal park for this, as the play area was very close to car parking.  

Redway School, the parents of disabled children, and MK CIL had all provided input on what makes for a successful differently-abled play area.  
Suggestions included:
· Provision of a ‘changing places’ toilet facility
· Provision of activity boards 
· Equipment suitable for all ages of disabled children and also adults
· Wider slide provision, so that two people can travel at the same time. A bigger turning circle at top of slide. 
· A small, ramped circuit, such as a mini bmx track, to race wheelchairs. 
· A wheelchair swing. 
· A wheelchair roundabout. 
· A trampoline at ground height. 
· Sensory play, such as musical wind ups, digging opportunities, or small planters. 
· Easy to navigate play areas. 
· Enclosed spaces
· A maze 
· Balancing activities 
· Tunnels, caves or wigwams.
· Fencing. 
· Sensory boards for those who cannot see well
· Clear transitioning from zones, which should be in different colours. 
· Handwashing facilities 

The working group agreed that with the funding available it was unlikely to be possible to afford a ‘changing places’ toilet, and that this should be treated as a separate matter. Kingfisher playground has an enclosed and wooded area near the pub, surrounded by trees and shrubs, where two or three pieces of equipment could be placed. This area is accessible via an existing tarmac path, and would only need a wheelchair accessible ramp added to the car parking space leading to this path.  Items of interest to all children, but of specific benefit to differently-abled children,  could be placed near the sandpit.  There is already a bird’s nest swing on site, which is suitable for differently-abled children.  Between 3 and 6 pieces of equipment could be procured with the budget available.  
 
Action:  Councillors to investigate any examples of local disabled play equipment and also to make direct contact with Amy Fergusson. The clerk to put together a list of items with photographs and ask those who had already responded to rank these in order of preference.  
	 
ITEM 9.   BD/JULY/2022:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

9.1	Kingfisher and Friary Gardens transfers have now taken place. Glenwoods is yet to be transferred.  Half of Dove Park and half of Lakes Lane Park are still in the hands of developers.  It is unlikely that Wordsworth Park/Lawrence Walk Park and Hopton Grove Park will ever be transferred. However in the case of the latter park, there is also no risk that the area would be sold for housing, as it is far too small for this purpose and the Housing Association would not be interested in selling off this land.  

[bookmark: _Hlk109052299]9.2	It was agreed to accept the quotation from AA Buckingham to undertake the removal of all play equipment at Friary Gardens, removal of under surfacing, and topsoil and seeding of the playground area, to convert to grass.  

Action: Local residents to be notified by letter of this decision.   
.  
ITEM 10.   BD/JULY/2022: ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE  

There has been some progress in this matter, as Ed Palmieri has informed the Town Council that the decision for the wooded area to be leased to the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) will not have to go to cabinet, and should be made by delegated decision some time in July 2022. 

The fund-raising festival to be held by the AMHT will take place mid-August, and a number of councillors intend to attend. 

ITEM 11.   BD/JULY/2022: TOWN CLOCK 

Milton Keynes Council has agreed to consider transferring the Town Clock to the Town Council, but only in the autumn of 2022.  

Action: A note on this to appear on the Town Council website, explaining the situation to residents. 

ITEM 12.   BD/JULY/2022: POLICE STATION SITE

The Town Council has proposed several dates to the Historical Society and is waiting for a response on this matter. 

[bookmark: _Hlk77674891][bookmark: _Hlk77674181]ITEM 13.   BD/JULY/2022: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the May income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns.  
 
ITEM 14.   BD/JULY/2022:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The usual items will appear on the next agenda. 	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.20 am. 

The date of the next meeting is 19th September 2022.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


