NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 13th July 2022 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Cllr Bah-Pokawa, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (Chair) and Tony Oyakhire. 
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/JUNE/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Butler, Sue Garner and Sam Langridge.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/JUNE/2022:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  CEPR/JUNE/2022:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  CEPR/JUNE/2022:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 15th June 2022 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: DK  Sec: ML

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/JUNE/2022:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:			A formal letter has been sent to the carnival committee congratulating them on the success of the carnival.  A letter has also been sent for publication to the editor of the Phonebox.
Strawberry Fayre:  	Event complete 
Soapbox Derby: 	This event is now cancelled due to being unable to obtain insurance cover.
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for Friday 4th November 
Christmas Lights:  	Switch on planned for Saturday 26th November
Cultural Event:	Event has been postponed to May 2023.

ITEM 6.  CEPR/JUNE/2022: EVENTS

6.1.	Review of events  

6.1.1 	Litter Picking Event

The clerk reported she was disappointed with the low number of volunteers at this event.  There were around 30 people as opposed to the usual 100.  Part of this was due to the fact that the Events Officer was unable to engage BI Worldwide to join, the previous employee who helped to organise this has now left the company. There was two companies who did participate, Santander and Welcome Break.  MKC are showing dwindling support for this event, possibly due to a heavy workload as they change over waste processes and provider.  

	Memorial garden opening – Milton Drive

The event ran well despite the rain.  It was suggested that in future it would be a good idea to contact the resident who’s company made the donation for ideas on what to do next. 

6.2	Horticultural show 

Very few entries were reported, hopefully more will arrive nearer the time when growing season is coming to an end.  It was suggested a boosted Facebook post could be done encouraging entries into all the different categories.  

Cllrs Mark Lombardo and Diane Kitchen offered to man the reception for this event.  Help will be required for the whole day (9 am to 6.30 pm) from Cllrs Sam Langridge and Scott Humphries.

It was agreed to approach Cllr Carman for photography duties. 

Action: The Events Officer to ask Cllr Carman to be official photographer for the day and to create a boosted Facebook Post. .

6.3	Choral Evening

	It was reported compere Richard Duncombe cannot compere this year’s event and it was decided to ask Cllr Day if he could stand in.

Action: The Events Officer to ask Cllr Day to compere this event.

	 
	ITEM 7.  CEPR/JUNE/2022: ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

The working group considered the accounts for May and raised no issues with these.  

ITEM 8.  CEPR/JUNE/2022:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group agreed the following objectives for the new Council year:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: Completed at Milton Drive and to discuss with donator how to keep the initiative going.

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2022 and 2023.  Status: Complete in 2022. Planning now starts for the 2023 show. 

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2022. Status: It was agreed at full council to re-introduce surgeries.  Cllr Lombardo to look at dates and location and advise at the next meeting. 
[bookmark: _Hlk103266311]
Objective 4: To follow through on the Maltings project to develop and enhance the ecological trail and the Family Treasure Trail.  Status: Map received from Northampton University but does not include all different types of habitat areas. Northampton University and The Maltings are still working on it. What type of board to be erected on the common was discussed and was agreed to schedule on a future next agenda once proposals come in from The Maltings. 

ITEM 9.  CEPR/JUNE/2022: PRESS RELEASES

It was agreed to publish a press release for the choral evening in the September issue of Phonebox.

Action: Events Officer. 

ITEM 10.  CEPR/JUNE/2022: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

A report was received on the user statistics for website and social media.

ITEM 11.  CEPR/JUNE/2022: TOWN TALK 

The Autumn edition of Town Talk was approved.

ITEM 12.  CEPR/JUNE/2022: TO DISCUSS COMMUNICATION FROM CHARITY SHOP

This concern from a Charity Shop was resolved with the article in Town Talk. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/JUNE/2022: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To discuss the volunteer thank you event. 
To discuss how the Town Council might set up the ‘Cuckoo in the nest’ activity previously undertaken by the Newport Pagnell Rotary Club. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.49pm. The date of the next meeting is 14th September 2022. 
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
