NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th July 2022 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 


Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair),  Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow,  Scott Humphries, Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
                        Two members of the public
		              
ITEM 1.  TC/JUL/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Philip Gage and Sue Garner.  

1.2 PCSOs Terry Rhodes and Travis Phillips did not attend the meeting. 

ITEM 2.  TC/JUL/2022:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.       

ITEM 3. TC/JUL/2022:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mr Dixon voiced his concern about Body Limits Ltd receiving a proposed ‘licence to occupy’ three parking spaces at the Youth Club, and the change of a further two spaces to a new pedestrian route for the facility. 

He raised a number of questions for Council to consider: 

1. Could you confirm which committee made the decision to lease the land and when?  
2. Was the decision ratified by the Full Council, and if so when?
3. Which of the users of the Youth Club premises were asked for their opinions and when?
4. What surveys of the car parking usage were done and when?  
5. Is this proposal improving the chances of a future planning application from the external business? 
6. Where can I find evidence that safeguarding issues were discussed in the Youth Club minutes or in the Town Council minutes?
7. Were risk assessments done for the proposed new pedestrian route?
8. As councillors are you going to ignore the 400 signatures on a recent petition submitted to you? 

Mr Dixon was thanked for voicing his questions and advised that they would be responded to at a later date.  Mr Diamond commented that he agreed with the points Mr Dixon had put forward and that he had not been asked for his opinion on the matter by the Trust. He also opined that user groups have an invaluable well of information to share.    

ITEM 4.  TC/JUL/2022:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1.	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on the 13th June 2022 as a true record of the meeting with one minor amendment to item 8, removing Cllr Henderson as proposer.     

	Prop: PW	Sec: EH 

Matters Arising

4.2	A date and process for quarterly workshops to discuss the big issues that affect the Town Council was discussed. It appeared that there may be problems with the first week of August, but this would be further discussed by Cllrs Carman, Winsor and the clerk. 

ITEM 5. TC/JUL/2022:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day attended the following events: 

· On Thursday 9th June he joined the Ousebank Garden volunteers for lunch.  Like so many groups they need more (and younger) members. 
· Later on Thursday 9th June he attended a briefing event from the South East Regional Reserve Forces and Cadets Association (SERFCA) at RAF Benson.  
· On Monday 13th June he attended the 5th Newport Scouts AGM to present the Town Award he had been unable to hand out at the Annual Town Meeting. It was pleasing to see so many girls joining the Scouts. 
· On Wednesday 15th June he made a formal visit to a local small business,’Illuminatio’. The local resident makes traditional style lanterns. 
· On Friday 17th June he attended the Portfields Community Fayre which was well attended. 
· Also on Friday 17th June he and his wife attended the Newport Pagnell Football Team players’ awards evening. 
· On Sunday 19th June, he and his wife attended and opened the Strawberry Fayre.  Again, it was very busy.     
· On Saturday 25th June the Mayor and his wife spent the morning at the NPTFC football tournament.  

The Vice Chair reported that:

· On Saturday 2nd July she attended the NP Carnival Event
· Later on Saturday 2nd July she attended the African Diaspora Festival. 
· On 30th June she formally opened the Memorial Garden at Milton Drive Park in Newport Pagnell by cutting the ribbon.  
· On 25th June she attended the Hong-Kong Friendship Festival event at Oakgrove school for the newly arrived British-Hong Kong citizens. 
· On Sunday 26th June she attended the local Mead Centre to thank Sam Wong for the invitation to the Hong Kong Friendship Festival and to discuss their continuous working relations with various communities across Milton Keynes
· On 10th June she represented the Mayor at MK’s Rotary Club Swimathon Presentation Event.  

   
ITEM 6.  TC/JUN/2022:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 22nd June 2022.   
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 8th June 2022. Cllr Henderson enquired about the results of the appeal on the land in Caldecotte Street, and about Two-wrestler’s garage.  Cllr Winsor confirmed that a list is received by TPEM about planning applications, including which have gone to appeal, which is collated by the Deputy Clerk. Cllr Henderson asked that a copy of this list be sent to him. 
Action: The Deputy Clerk to issue the list to Cllr Henderson. 
The clerk and Cllr Winsor confirmed that MKCC has finally agreed to issue a legal notice to the owner of Two-Wrestler’s Garage, to force him to rectify the buildings on site. Failure to do so may result in a CPO being issued. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 27th June 2022.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 6th June 2022. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 15th June 2022.
Cllr Henderson asked that a letter of congratulations be formally sent to the Carnival Committee for their efforts in putting on a wonderful carnival this year and that, if possible, a letter to the local papers be written about this.  
Action: The clerk 
f) The Allotments Meeting dated 21st June 2022.  HeH 


ITEM 7.  TC/JUL/2022:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – No further information was received on a date for the next community forum. 

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had been scheduled.

· Parish Forum Meeting – Minutes of the Parish Forum meeting held in June were received.  It was noted that Milton Keynes Council will now become Milton Keynes City Council, and that no government funding would be made available to parishes from the Levelling-up pot, apart from in Bletchley. 
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held.  

· Education Trust – There was nothing to report.

· The meeting of the northern East/West rail group that was due to take place on 21st June was deferred owing to the National Strike.  

· The dates for the NALC study tour in Newport Pagnell have now been set as 27-28th June 2023.  

[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
ITEM 8.  TC/JUL/2022: CORPORATE GOVERNANCE  

8.1	There was an urgent request for all chairs of working groups and the chair of the Council to complete their sections of the Annual Return by 25th July 2022. 

8.2	The AGAR has now been sent to the External Auditor.  

         Prop: EH	Sec: PD    
 

ITEM 9.  TC/JUL/2022: CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 

9.1	Council resolved that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Exclusion of the public in accordance with section1(2) and by reason of the confidential nature of the business, the public and press would be excluded from the following agenda items for the reason(s) of them relating to an individual/s sensitive information, or because they include information on confidential agreements or negotiations or commercially sensitive information. 

Prop: PD	Sec: RH 

9.2	Confidential minutes of a panel hearing concerning a petition received by the Town Council were received. It was noted that the panel had found that the Policy and Finance Working Group had acted lawfully and had taken into account issues raised by the Trust regarding safety and safeguarding. 

9.3	Council considered the findings of the panel regarding the petition, the statements and questions asked during the above public session, and various emails that had been sent to the Council.  The safety and safeguarding of children was considered, as were parking convenience, disabled parking provision, and the use of the Youth Club facility under normal operating conditions, as opposed to when user groups held events.  Various options were explored by the Council.    

9.4	Resolved that the parking arrangements under a ‘licence to occupy’ should remain in place with Body Limits, as these will bring enhanced safety, improved safeguarding, and an income to the Trust, all at no cost to either the Trust or the Town Council. 

	Further resolved to provide additional parking for user groups on the Youth Club site, including disabled provision, and to request the Town Clerk to make application for s106 funding for this purpose. 

	Action: Cllr Day will email Mr Dixon to advise of the resolution of the Council. Thereafter a letter will be formulated to send to all Newport Pagnell residents who signed the petition to advise them of the decision. 


There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.36 pm. The next meeting is the meeting on 12th September 2022. Post meeting note: The Council workshop to discuss ‘big issues’ has been arranged for Wednesday 3rd August at 5.30 pm at the Youth Club in the upstairs hall.  

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

