Minutes of the Newport Pagnell Town Council Virtual Parks and Property Management Working Group meeting held via Zoom on Monday 5th September 2022 8.00pm
Present: Councillors Roger Hornblow (Chair), Phil Winsor (Vice Chair), Paul Day, Richard Pearson and Tony Oyakhire

In attendance: Shar Roselman (Town Clerk) Alison Spink (Property Officer)
  	 
		
[bookmark: _Hlk29983590]ITEM 1 SEPT 2022/PPM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Mark Lambardo and Cllr Sam Langridge.

ITEM 2 SEPT 2022/PPM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 SEPT2022/PPM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

ITEM 4 SEPT 2022/PPM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 

4.1	The minutes of the meeting held on 5th Sept 2022 were accepted as a true and accurate record and are to be signed by the Chair.

Prop:  RH			Sec:	PW

4.2	Matters Arising – For noting only.

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer arranged with Idverde to remove the large amount of litter left at Sorrell Park

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer contacted MK Parks Trust and the old beacon light was disposed of 10 years ago.

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer arranged for the MUGA at Dove Park to be used for the basketball summer camp. Cllr Day asked the Property officer to request the number of attendees for the duration of the coaching sessions.

Action: Property Officer to contact Basketball MK Foundation 

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer arranged for the purchase of supplies for the resident who volunteered to paint the memorial railings in front of the church.
[bookmark: _Hlk113362243]
The P&PM Working group discussed the Community Orchard and the possibility of a sign to be erected to encourage local residents to get involved with the orchard. All agreed to be referred back to the Allotment working group for action.
ITEM 5 SEPT 2022/PPM: BUDGET REPORTS

5.1	The PPM working group received and reviewed the variance report and income and expenditure statements provided by the Responsible Finance Officer. No issues were raised. 

ITEM 6 SEPT 2022/PPM: VISION/OBJECTIVES 2021/2022

TO REVIEW OBJECTIVES FROM 2021/2022

6.1	The PPM Working group reviewed the 5-year Lifecycle Plan, and understands its impact on future budgets and uses it to inform the Parks and Project Management Working Group project budget cycle 
[bookmark: _Hlk516146424]6.2	Parks and Open Spaces

6.2.1	The PPM working group received and noted the play area action report, derived from Idverde play area Risk Assessment and officer’s own inspections. 
6.2.2	The PPM working group received and noted the tree report detailing the individual and grouped trees within the Parks and Play Areas.

ITEM 7 SEPT 2022/PPM: OFFICER’S REPORT

[bookmark: _Hlk81400951]7.1	The PPM working group received and noted the Officers’ Report.	
Items discussed from the Officers report 
The P&PM Working group reviewed the quotes from two separate contractors for the work
for the new Car Park at the Youth Centre. All agreed on the most competitive quote. The clerk advised that she had submitted an application for s106 funding. 

Action: Property Officer to raise purchase order and consult with the contractor for start 
dates.

The P&PM Working group discussed the works to the Christmas Plantation on Bury Field
Common. It was agreed to suspend works until a meeting with the working group and Bury 
Common representative at the copse to ensure the full specification of works is correct.

Action: Property Officer to arrange a meeting on the common with Cllr Winsor/Cllr Hornblow
Cllr Pearson/Cllr Carman and Lady Thompson.

The P&PM working group discussed the options for a water supply to Bury Field Common, 
The Property Officer received costs from Anglia water to connect the supply to a standing 
pipe to be installed by NPTC. Costs were agreed by all.

Action: Property Officer to organise.

The P&PM Working Group discussed the works required to the wet/dry ponds on  
Bury Field common. The Property Officer obtained costs for removal of the dense weeds 
covering the ponds which will allow further works to remove the goats willow by NPTC 
Ranger. Cost was agreed by all.

Action: Property Officer to instruct works   

The P&PM Working Group discussed the dangers of swimming in the rivers especially 
the Beach on the common. It was agreed that a sign is to be erected to provide residents with a warning about the dangers of various bacteria’s which would cause harm to humans and dogs.

Action: Property Officer to arrange new sign to attach to existing signage. 
 
ITEM 8 SEPT 2022/PPM: STREET FOOD TRADER REQUEST

The P&PM working group discussed the request from a resident of Newport Pagnell 
requesting permission to use council owned land to trade. All members agreed 
that permission would not be given to any mobile traders to use council owned land unless 
arranged via an organised event. 

The P&PM working group also discussed the possibility of a mobile trader on Bury Field 
Common, benefits of this would be to monitor the use of the common and provide an income 
for the council. Other suggestions discussed included an ice cream van at Riverside
Meadow and a more permanent trader at Castle Meadow. 

The P&PM Working group also discussed the use of boats and paddle boards on the park 
Rivers. 

Action: P&PM Working group to discuss further once Town Council vision has been 
considered. 

ITEM 9 SEPT 2022/PPM: WHITETHORNS

The P&PM working group discussed the disposal of the table tennis table at Whitethorns. 
Due to anti-social behaviour in the park and the amount of graffiti which continues to be a
problem in this area.  All agreed that the table should be removed. 

 Action: Property officer to arrange, at Whitethorns Park,  disposal of the table tennis table, and repairs/replacement of slide unit which is highly corroded. 


ITEM 10 SEPT 2022/PPM: SORRELL PARK
The P&PM Working group discussed options for Sorrell Park and agreed that the equipment can be painted.

Action: Property officer to contact parks contractors to arrange this to be scheduled into their winter planned maintenance.

ITEM 11 SEPT 2022/PPM: VOLUNTEER PAINTING REQUEST
The P&PM Working group discussed the painting completed by a local resident and agreed 
that he could continue with the painting of the handrails/stone steps and wrought iron bridge 
near the Church. He is also to be asked if he would be willing to undertake painting of gates at the Newport Pagnell Cemetery. 

ITEM 12 SEPT 2022/PPM: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT WORKING GROUP AGENDA
Items agreed for next meeting agenda to include:

Rivers
River activities

Action prior to next meeting: Property Officer to discuss with Parks Trust on how they 
manage their waterways.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.10pm. 

The date of the next Property Management Working Group meeting is 3rd October 2022. 

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.


Signed………………………………………… Date …………………………………………



