NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 22nd September 2022 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen and Phil Winsor.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/SEPT/2022: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Day, Oyakhire and Gage for this meeting. 

ITEM 2.  BD/SEPT/ 2022:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.      

ITEM 3.  BD/SEPT/ 2022:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public for this meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/SEPT/2022: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18th July 2022
as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop:	PW 	Sec: DK

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/SEPT/2022:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Fields Farm site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1	It was noted that that there has been some progress on the Bloor Homes planning application relating to the provision of land and amenities on the site adjacent to WRSG. The Town Council has now been sent this application for TPEM to consider.     


5.1.2	 Stuart Proffitt, Director of Place at Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) has advised Newport Pagnell Town Council that the procurement exercise on Tickford Fields Farm for a building contractor has failed. 

	Action: The clerk to write to Stuart Proffitt, asking to be advised if MKCC plans on changing the criteria for the new procurement exercise.  

5.1.3	The Town Council has requested a ‘bridging loan’ from MKCC of £1.2M, as the £2M plus index linking s106 contribution will not be available for WRSG for at least one year and possibly considerably longer, owing to the information received in item 5.1.2 above. However, officers at MKCC advised that such a loan was not possible.  Cllr Jane Carr is still investigating the matter with other members of MKCC to establish whether such a loan could be made.  It may depend on the Government’s mini budget and the impact of it on Local Government. The clerk explained that a sum as large as £1.2M would not be available to this council through the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB), given the size of the Council’s precept. Loans were also not being considered by the PWLB for at least a 15-month period.  Some funding was currently available in two s106 pots, amounting to just under half a million pounds.  It may be possible with some grant funding from the FA to use this together with the half million, and a smaller loan from the PWLB to undertake some of the project works. However, the PWLB is now subject to approval of their loans by the Levelling Up department.   

	Action: the clerk to establish what funding may be available through the PWLB. 

5.1.4	The provisional new lease had been sent to Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC)  for comment. There were no issues raised with it.  However, the chairman of NPTFC would like to see the old lease to the football club altered, to separate the area of the main pitch and stadium from the social club.  This is achievable, but only in a separate arrangement with the new official body and surrender of the old lease.  It was interesting to note that the chairman is still keen, even if funding is not currently available for refurbishment of the site, to take on the lease soon.   
	
5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

This project will also be delayed because of the failed procurement procedure on the Tickford Fields Farm site. The Bowls Club has been advised of this.  

ITEM 6.   BD/SEPT/2022:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

The working group received the updated s106 report. The clerk advised that following some research into the different figures held by MKCC and NPTC, it had been established that the Town Council had been given the wrong total of the cost of the Chicheley Park path, as requested by Ward Councillors.  This figure had also been wrongly allocated to play area maintenance, rather than to parks provision, but this could not now be corrected.  However a sum of £8,271.54 has been refunded to the Neighbourhood Plan maintenance s106 fund, as it was established the amount spent on the Chicheley Park path was not as large as the amount initially requested from the fund.  

This leaves a sum of approximately £88,000 excluding VAT available for playground maintenance and provision at the Kingfisher site, and a further sum of just over £10,000 available in the local parks s106 fund.  

The clerk has put in an application for £11,349.55 s106 funding for Sports Halls 
to be used at the Youth Club. This has been approved by officers MKCC and 
will go to the MKCC  s106 Board within the next few weeks.
  
ITEM 7. BD/SEPT/2022:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 	 

The survey of parents, teachers and others connected with differently-abled children was received.  There was a lot of consensus in the survey about the most desirable equipment for an accessible playground.  

After discussion on the balance of play provision on the site, the working group agreed on the following strategy:

To receive a working diagram and quote/s on provision and installation of the following equipment: 

· Wheelchair swing – priority one  - only suitable for disabled persons
· Larger roundabout – priority one – suitable for all abilities
· Wheelchair accessible trampoline – priority one – suitable for all abilities
· Tembo music equipment – priority two (if affordable) – suitable for all abilities
· Tepee – priority two (if affordable) – suitable for all abilities, and of particular use for children with mental health issues.  
· Two-person slide – priority two (if affordable) – ideally for use with disabled person and carer or helper. 
· A large piece of climbing equipment – priority one – suitable for able-bodied children.  

Depending on other costs associated with installation and making the curb wheelchair accessible, the above may or may not all be affordable within the available funding.  

Action:  The clerk to meet with Wicksteed and any other play area providers willing to install equipment that is not their own to obtain a plan and quotation/s.  
	 
ITEM 9.   BD/SEPT/2022:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

There was no further news on this item. 
.  
ITEM 9.   BD/SEPT/2022:  ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE  

There is no further news on the transfer of the wooded area, and the Aston Martin Heritage Trust has yet to appoint a new chairman. 

ITEM 10.   BD/SEPT/2022: TOWN CLOCK 

The CAT department at MKCC has been notified about their impending redundancy.   

[bookmark: _Hlk114752891]Action: The clerk to write to all Newport Pagnell Ward Councillors, asking them if they were aware of this action, and voicing the Town Council’s concern about the transfer of remaining assets including the Town Clock.  

ITEM 12.   BD/SEPT/2022: POLICE STATION SITE

The Town Council met with the Historical Society about their interest in this site.  It appears that many members do not wish to move from the existing site, but would be interested in an option to keep their existing site, whilst obtaining some museum showroom space at the Police Station Site. 

The planning department at MKCC has not yet considered the Police Station site planning application. It is now over 30 weeks since the application was first submitted.  

Action: The clerk to write to all Newport Pagnell Ward Councillors, expressing concerns about this delay, which is preventing new retirement housing from being built on a brownfield site in the town.   

[bookmark: _Hlk77674891][bookmark: _Hlk77674181]ITEM 13.   BD/SEPT/2022: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the July income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns.  
 
ITEM 14.   BD/SEPT/2022:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Items for the following agenda
· Development of a tourist strategy
· The above, linked to branding and marketing the Town.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.35 am.  

The date of the next meeting is 21st November 2022.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


