NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 14th September 2022 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Cllr Bah-Pokawa, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (Chair).
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/SEPT/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Butler, Sue Garner, Tony Oyakhire and Sam Langridge.  No apologies were received from Cllr Humphries.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/SEPT/2022:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of non-pecuniary interest were received from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Diane Kitchen and Mark Lombardo regarding the cultural event. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ITEM 3.  CEPR/SEPT/2022:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  CEPR/SEPT/2022:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 13th July 2022 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: DK  Sec: ML

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/SEPT/2022:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:			Event complete
Strawberry Fayre:  	Event complete 
Soapbox Derby: 	Event cancelled
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for Friday 4th November.  A booking form for the use of Riverside Meadow has been sent.  
Christmas Lights:  	Switch on planned for Saturday 26th November.  Cllr Kitchen reported that the Christmas Lights volunteer committee has been trying to get hold of the owners of any empty buildings to arrange for the lights to be switched on.  It was suggested they contact the letting agent Giles from Stimpson Eves.  Cllr Kitchen also advised that funds have been reserved in case of any hardship from landlords in covering electricity costs in light of the recent and future price increases.
Cultural Event:	Event has been postponed to 2023.

ITEM 6.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: EVENTS
 

6.1	Review of Events

6.1.1 	Kings Proclamation

Cllr Day read the Proclamation outside of the Town Council offices on Sunday 11th September.  The event went well with around 100 people in attendance.  Residents could lay flowers or leave written condolences if they so wished. Buckingham Palace advised that they do not wish to be sent any books of condolences, or copies of these.  

6.2	Horticultural Show

6.2.1 	It was decided to discuss potentially blending elements of this event into the cultural event at the next meeting. 

6.3	Choral Evening

6.3.1	It was noted that there will be 7 choirs performing at this event and that Cllr Day will be the compere for the event. 
	 
	6.4	Circus

	6.4.1	Out of a mark of respect, the Town Council will not advertise the circus on social media until after the Queen’s funeral.  However posters have been put up on community notice boards. 

	6.5 	Cultural Event

		It was decided to defer this to next months’ agenda for discussion. One way forward with this event is that that responsibilities could be shared between the Town Council and volunteers.  The Town Council could take on responsibility for arranging the event and the volunteers for sourcing entertainment, raising funds etc. 

	6.6	Volunteers Thank You Event

	6.6.1	Cllr Kitchen to send the Events Officer the invitee list.  It was previously agreed to invite those who gave their time freely rather than community groups. The office will add other individuals to the list such as members of the Fishing Club who worked hard to keep the river clean, and volunteers who painted various structures in the town to keep it looking good. 

		Action: Cllr Kitchen, Town Clerk 

	6.7	Vintage Event 

	6.7.1	It was agreed to use the new flyer but to change the war themed smaller photos for more uplifting ones.  The Events Officer to contact Cllr Humphries for feedback on how plans are developing for the Sunday activities - to be reported at next months’ meeting. 

	ITEM 7.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: CUCKOO IN THE NEST

	This item was deferred to next month’s agenda as Cllr Butler has some input. 

	ITEM 8.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: ACCOUNTS 

The working group considered the accounts for July and raised no issues with them.  

ITEM 9.  CEPR/SEPT/2022:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group agreed the following objectives for the new Council year:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: It was suggested a small welcome opening event be organised for the opening of Burgess Garden allotment holders.  To be discussed by the allotment committee. 

Action: The Events Officer to advise the Allotments Officer.

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2022 and 2023.  Status: Complete in 2022. Planning started for 2023.

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2022. Status: Discussion deferred to next months’ agenda.
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Objective 4: To follow through on the Maltings project to develop and enhance the ecological trail and the Family Treasure Trail.  Status: The Clerk advised any feedback for the new proposals from the Maltings needs to be forwarded to the clerk within a week. The new proposals to be sent to all Councillors for comment as well.

Action: The Town Clerk to distribute the new proposals to all Councillors.

ITEM 10.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: PRESS RELEASES

It was advised a press release was published in the Phonebox for the Choral Event.  

ITEM 11.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

A report was received on the user statistics for website and social media. It was noted that the social media presence exceeded 50,000 people.   

ITEM 12.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: TOWN TALK 

A small mention of the Kings proclamation should be included on the front page of the next Town Talk. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: MAYORAL CHAIN

It was suggested, due to the high cost of a chain that the ribbon should be replaced on the Mayoral chain temporarily for the Mayoress and Deputy.  It was also suggested that the cost for the deputy chain only should be put forward for consideration in the next budget. 

Action: The Events Officer to obtain a quote for replacement ribbon. 


ITEM 14.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: WARMTH BANK 

The use of the chamber for a warmth bank was discussed.  It was concluded that the chamber is not a suitable location due to potential abuse and security issues.  

ITEM 15.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: RETAIL MAP

Revision of the retail map was discussed.  It was decided to consider allocating money in the next budget for a review.   

ITEM 16.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: APPRENTICE

The clerk advised a suitable candidate for the apprentice role has been sought.  The clerk will proceed to engage. 

ITEM 17.  CEPR/SEPT/2022: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To discuss communication of the Town Council.
To discuss the Cultural event.
To agree invitations for the volunteer thank you event. 
To receive feedback from Cllr Humphries regarding the vintage event. 
To discuss the Cuckoo’s nest activity. 
To discuss councillor surgeries. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.16pm. The date of the next meeting is 12th October 2022. 
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
