
MINUTES OF THE NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING
Monday 3rd October 2022 at 11.00 am
Held using Zoom conferencing facilities

Present: Cllrs Ian Carman (Chair), Euan Henderson (Vice Chair), Anne Butler, Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Phil Winsor, Alan Mills (non-councillor member), Martin Ferns (non-councillor member), Shar Roselman (Town Clerk), Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk), David Blandamer (Senior Urban Designer, Milton Keynes Council), Neil Homer (NH) (Consultant, O’Neill Homer), Matt Jennings (Observing, O’Neill Homer) 

ITEM 1 OCT 2022/NPIG:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs Pearson, Gage, and Bowyer

ITEM 2 OCT 2022/NPIG:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th June 2022 were accepted and approved

ITEM 3 OCT 2022/NPIG:	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VERSION 3 

[bookmark: _Hlk89353687]	3.1 DEVELOPMENT AND POLICY FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

3.1.1 The Working Group received the first draft of suggested Neighbourhood Plan policies from Neil Homer. Alan Mills (AM) raised an issue with lack of public consultation. The clerk advised that the draft policies will certainly go to consultation with the members of the public, and that consultation open sessions would be arranged.  There was no need for an issues and options consultation to take place. Cllr Henderson confirmed that he felt it was better to go provide the public with something to look at these consultations.  There will also be a referendum on NP V3. AM raised a further concern that the Sunat Takeaway had not been included in the sites for three storey development, at this site was an eyesore.  Issues were raised by Cllr Winsor in relation to the appropriateness of some of the suggested policies being in a Neighbourhood Plan (e.g. site-specific policies defining housing size, and policies around parking provision). It was felt that it may be better to put these into a separate policy covering all town centre build or to leave out any mention of parking requirements altogether. There was also a request to add more background to each of the existing policies, to explain what had happened to date. Neil Homer (NH) advised that this presentation was only for the purpose of demonstrating to members how the document might fit together.  The final plan would be a modification of the previous plan, and not  a completely new plan.  It was necessary to keep many of the previous policies as these had not as yet been completed, but some policies could potentially fall away, such as the site policy for the old Aston Martin Works site, which was now a completed housing development.  Cllr Henderson cautioned that it would be necessary to perhaps retain parts of this policy, as the historical buildings were not as yet occupied.   It was agreed that all comments would be compiled and forwarded to Neil for consideration in revising the draft.
Action: Deputy Clerk to compile members’ feedback and forward to Neil Homer
Action: Neil Homer to use feedback to revise draft policies
Action: Deputy Clerk to investigate whether the Sunat Takeaway should be included, through referencing the list of all high street properties, and previous comments on this site.  
* 11:37am Cllr Carman left the meeting. Remainder of meeting Chaired by Cllr Henderson
* 12:00pm David Blandamer left the meeting

3.1.2 Housing Needs Analysis (HNA). This document has been provided by MKCC, but it is out of date.  A new one is being conducted, but it is not clear when that will be finalised and published. The clerk believes that the existing HNA is, to some extent, supportive of the new neighbourhood plan policy requiring smaller-sized housing in the town centre.  Officers who compiled this HNA are certainly supportive of the view that housing in the town centre should be smaller sized, i.e. no larger than two-bedroom dwellings. The Working Group agreed to proceed using the current version of the HNA, as the only evidence available to support NP policies on housing size on brownfield sites within the Town Centre. 

3.1.3 Land Availability Assessment. (LAA).  It was noted that the Town Council is still awaiting the results of the LAA assessment from Milton Keynes Council. It is possible that the Neighbourhood Plan V3 could be made before the results of the LAA Assessment are ready.  Either way, the LAA will support Milton Keynes City Council’s (MKCC’s)  emerging Local Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan V3 has to be in conformity with MKCC’s Local Plan as well as with National Plans so if there is divergence with the LAA the Neighbourhood Plan V3 cannot include its main policy on bio-diversity enhancement sites.  During the call for sites, the Town Council indicated to the MKCC officer compiling the LAA that the three main sites to protect should be allocated for bio-diversity offsetting.  

Action: Deputy Clerk to set up meetings with the owners of the three main sites set aside for biodiversity projects.  

3.2 ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION

3.2.1 The Working Group received a verbal update from the Town Clerk on the request for an A4D, noting MKC position on the need to provide evidence of a ‘failing’ town before they would consider taking action on this request. The Clerk informed the meeting that NPTC could only apply for an A4D within the Primary Shopping Area (PSA). It is still unclear where the PSA in Newport Pagnell is exactly. The Clerk recommended monitoring the High Street for a period of 6 months to register businesses closing, units becoming vacant, how long they take to re-let, which services have been lost, etc. The Working Group agreed to this recommendation.
Action: Deputy Clerk to ascertain where PSA is within Newport Pagnell
Action: Deputy Clerk to monitor PSA for six (6) months, logging changes and reporting back to a future meeting

3.2.2 Town Centre Health Check. The Working Group received an email from People & Places Ltd regarding a Town Centre Performance Review and noted that it may or may not support an Article 4 application. After a brief discussion and a vote, it was agreed that it was not necessary at this time as the group would already be monitoring the Town Centre with regards to an A4D (see above).


ITEM 4 OCT 2022/NPIG:	DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT
AGENDA
Next meeting scheduled for Monday 1st December 2022 at 11.00am. 
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed______________________________	               Date__________________________________ 	
