NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 10th October 2022 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair),  Euan Henderson,  Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
                        Cllr Chris Wardle – Ward Member of MKCC Newport Pagnell North Ward  

		              
ITEM 1.  TC/OCT/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Anne Butler, Philip Gage, Roger Hornblow,  Scott Humphries, Sue Garner, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo and Richard Pearson. This meant that the Council meeting was only just quorate.   

1.2 The police were unable to attend this meeting, but should be at the next one.   

ITEM 2.  TC/OCT/2022:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest.       

ITEM 3. TC/OCT/2022:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  TC/OCT/2022:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on the 12th September 2022 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: DK	Sec: RC 

ITEM 5. TC/OCT/2022:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Owing to the period of mourning for HM Queen Elizabeth II, a number of events had been cancelled.  Councillor Day had attended the following events: 

· Following the “London Bridge” plan, a book of condolences and a place to lay flowers were made available to residents. This was announced on social media.  On Day 3, following the meeting of the Ascension Council, Cllr Day attended the Proclamation where the High Sherriff, Debbie Brock, read the Proclamation, and passed a copy of the Proclamation to each town. Cllr Day then attended the Proclamation ceremony at the Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) civic offices, before reading the Proclamation outside the Town Council offices at 4 pm.  It was felt that the MKCC ceremony should have been held outdoors to be more inclusive.  
· On Sunday 18th September, along with his wife, Sarah, he attended the Newport Pagnell Parish Service, at which he gave a reading. 
· Also on Sunday 18th September, he attended the Milton Keynes service at Christ the Cornerstone Church.   
· Cllr Day attended and presented trophies at the Newport Pagnell Tennis Club on their Annual Competition Day. 

The Vice Chair reported that:

· On Sunday, 8th October she attended the City of Light Event, celebrating the City of Codes and Light Festival in conjunction with the New City Milton Keynes. 
· On 6th October she attended Day’s Musical Night, an event run by the Town Council in aid of the Mayor’s charity, Harry’s Rainbow. 
· On 23rd September she attended the High Sheriff of Buckingham’s Justice Service Event, in Olney, on behalf of the Mayor. 
· On 18th September she attended the Commemorative Thanksgiving Service at the Parish Church. 
· On 11th September she was at the Proclamation events, held both at the Milton Keynes Civic Hall, then again in Newport Pagnell.   

   
ITEM 6.  TC/OCT/2022:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 28th September 2022. 
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 13th September 2022.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 26th September 2022.   
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 5th September 2022.  
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 14th September 2022.
The Business Development Meeting dated 22nd September 2022.  Cllr Henderson explained that there had been a delay in receiving s106 funding from the Tickford Field Farm site, caused by a failed procurement exercise undertaken by Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC).  An investigation had been made into whether MKCC  could issue a loan (with interest) to NPTC to bridge the timing gap.  Initial responses from MKCC were not helpful in this matter.  Assessment of the possibility of a loan from the Public Works Loan Board had also been undertaken, but this had demonstrated that even for a reduced amount of just £500,000 it would not be possible to take out such a loan.  (See further details in Item 8 below.)

Discussion had therefore been held with the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club as to whether it remained possible for them to achieve a grant from the Football Association (FA), with the limited funding of circa £500,000 that the Town Council should be able to access through existing s106 agreements. Discussions with the FA are currently ongoing. 
 
ITEM 7.  TC/OCT/2022:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – It would seem that, following the lack of attendance by the public at the last forum, the Police were reluctant to hold any more forums in Newport Pagnell.  They were however, now attending every other council meeting.   

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd September were received.  

· Parish Forum Meeting – the September meeting has been deferred and it will now be held in October.  The clerk will be in attendance as neither Cllr Winsor nor Cllr Bah-Pokawa are available.  . 
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held.  

· Education Trust – There was no further information from the Education Trust.  

· The Northern East/West rail group. There was no update from Cllr Winsor on this matter.   

· The minutes of the meeting with Bury Field Commoners’ Association held on 15th September were received.  

[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
ITEM 8.  TC/OCT/2022: REFURBISHMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND.   

8.1	The Town Council had been advised by officers at MKCC that they will not lend the Town Council the necessary funds.  Discussions with Ward Members of MKCC are still ongoing.   

8.2	A report was received from the clerk on two options for obtaining a loan with the Public Works Loan Board.(PWLB)  There were various reasons why this would not be possible, including:

· Too long a delay before the windows for grant funding from the FA closed. 
· The need to consult with all residents about taking out a loan that would affect precept. 
· The fact that even a limited loan from the PWLB of £500,000 would raise precept by almost  23%. 

8.3	 A proposed letter to send to MKCC was received.  It was agreed that the time to send the letter is not yet, whilst discussions with MKCC members are ongoing. Cllr Day will soften the tone of the letter prior to sending it, should it become necessary.  

ITEM 9.  TC/OCT/2022: VENUE FOR FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS

Council considered whether meetings should return to the Council Chamber given that all over 50s had now had the opportunity to have a further vaccine.  

Resolved that the Council Chamber remains too cramped for meetings at this time.  It was agreed to hold them in the upstairs hall of the Youth Club.  

Prop: EH	Sec: DK 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.35 pm. The next meeting is on 14th November 2022. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

