NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 12th September 2022 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Anne Butler, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair),  Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow,  Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
                        One member of the public (for part of the meeting)
	 PCSO Terry Rhodes and PCSO Travis Phillips (for part of the meeting) 


The meeting began with those attending standing for a minute of silence in respect of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  

		              
ITEM 1.  TC/SEP/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Ian Carman, Philip Gage, Scott Humphries, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo.  

1.2 The police advised that recent focus had been on driving issues and ASB concerns. They had arrested a 16-year-old driving a vehicle filled with drug related paraphernalia and other vehicle drivers who were also dealing in drugs.  Speeding in Willen Road had been addressed. They were leaving the NP police station on 27th September, and hoped to move to the fire station in January 2023.  There will be a maximum of 9 people working out of the police office adjoining the fire station, and there will be no public reception, although there will be an external phone connected direct to TVP. More comment from the police at Item 3.  

ITEM 2.  TC/SEP/2022:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.       

ITEM 3. TC/SEP/2022:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

John Kaylor, landlord of the Dolphin Pub, addressed the meeting, asking if something could be done about cyclists and scooter riders using the footpath in the High Street.  He said he had witnessed a recent accident where an older woman had been knocked to the ground by a scooter rider just outside the solicitors’  offices at Brewery House, and confirmed that he had witnessed numerous private and MKC scooters being ridden on the pavement, which is against the Highways Code. There were also many cyclists riding on the pavements of the High Street, at speed. He said older residents were now frightened of walking down the High Street. 

The Town Council confirmed that it too had been concerned about these issues, and had raised complaints with both Milton Keynes Council and the MP for MK North.  Cllr Henderson noted that scooters and cyclist frequently rode on the pavement outside of his front door, which opened directly onto Silver Street, and Cllr Hornblow advised that scooters were regularly left in inappropriate places. 

The police officers present advised that cyclists were not allowed on footpaths except on designated redways.  PCSO Terry Rhodes said that the police have permission to ask cyclists to dismount.  There was also a problem of drug dealers using scooters and cycles for quick dispersing on the redways of Milton Keynes.  It is possible also to use s165 regulations on private vehicles.  There have been no prosecutions in MK to date for cyclists riding on footpaths.  Legislation regarding the use of scooters is still forthcoming.  

Cllr Winsor asked if the police could invest some effort in following up this real concern of local residents, and noted that the Town Council would undertake efforts to inform the public that riding on the pavement with either a scooter or a cycle is illegal, and that the police will be taking action on this matter. 

Cllr Garner reported that James Fishwick, chair of Lathbury Parish Council, had advised that the police had taken action to get the river beach removed from several local websites, such as Mumsnet, and BucksLive.  Cllr Garner had claimed ownership of the beach address on Google and would be redirecting this to the Town Council offices. 

ITEM 4.  TC/SEP/2022:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on the 11th July 2022 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: SG	Sec: PW 

ITEM 5. TC/SEP/2022:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day attended the following events: 

· On Friday 1st July he attended and given a speech at the Milton Keynes Council reception to celebrate the Swans winning the FA Vase.  
· He attended the Carnival along with his wife, Sarah, and participated in a range of different activities during the weekend festivities.   
· On Wednesday 6th July, he was invited to speak at the opening of the Makewell Health Clinic at Bradford Abbey. 
· On Saturday 16th July he attended the Open day raising money for Willen Hospice.   
· On Tuesday 21st July he attended a charity event of the Mayor of Leighton-Linslade Town Council. 
· On Thursday 4th August he attended the formal opening of the Mural of Leah Williamson, provided by the BBC.  He was interviewed on Radio and on TV about this.  
· On Tuesday 9th August he was present at the NPTFC football game against Stotfold, during which he hosted the Mayor of Stotfold and his consort.    
· On Sunday 14th August he attended the Aston Martin Heritage Festival. The Aston Martin Heritage Trust was enthusiastic about holding their festival on Riverside Meadow.  
· On Saturday 21st August he attended the Castlemead fete. 
· On Sunday 21st August he attended the Rotary Club summer barbeque.

The Vice Chair reported that:

· On Sunday, 28th August she attended the re-enactment of the Civil War event on Bury Common and fired the cannon.  She congratulated and thanked the Commoners’ Association for putting on this event. 
· Also on 28th August she stepped in for the Mayor who was isolating with Covid, to meet, greet and welcome the MKWide Redway Runners at the Leah Williamson Mural.  
· On 25th August she attended the Dunstable Mayoral Charity Jubilee Lunch event. 
· On 20th August she attended a football match at Willen Road Sports Ground, where the Swans had a 2-0 victory against the Eynesbury Rovers. 
· On 23rd July she attended the fundraising concert at the local Mead Centre. 
· On 14th July she attended the Brigades Award Ceremony at Lovat Hall, and handed out many awards and medals to the boys and girls of the Brigade.  
She also thanked Cllr Kitchen for hosting sessions to discuss the forthcoming Cultural Event.  

   
ITEM 6.  TC/SEP/2022:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 20th July and 24th August 2022.  
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 6th July and 10th August 2022 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 25th July 2022.   
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 4th July 2022.  
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 13th July 2022.
f) The Allotments Meeting dated 19th July 2022.
g) The Business Development Meeting dated 18th July 2022.  Cllr Henderson explained that the proposed lease had been sent to NPTFC and that there had been delays with the Bloor planning application.  MKC had tendered to obtain a contractor for the development at Tickford Fields Farm, but had experienced a failed procurement exercise because the company they chose as the successful bidder had been sold on to another development organisation who were not interested in the deal. 
This will delay the receipt of £2M funding for the refurbishment of Willen Road Sports Ground for at least another year. Newport Pagnell Town Council had asked MKC if they could forward loan this payment to the Town Council. Discussion had then centred around a loan with interest, rather than a forwarded payment. 
The Town Council agreed that a commercial loan from Milton Keynes Council would be an appropriate way to progress the project, since funding worth £750,000 from the Football Association would almost certainly be lost if application was not made in the next two bidding windows.   HeH Cllr Jane Carr had spoken to the Finance Director who believes this project does have merit.  Cllr Garner raised issues about a girls’ team that had been disbanded.  This will be discussed with the chair of NPTFC.
h)	The MKE Boundaries minutes dated 25th July.  Council discussed applying to form a shadow council for the MKE area.  A vote was taken. 

Resolved by a vote of 7 to 3, to apply to MKC to support the Town 
Council putting itself forward to assist in the creation a Shadow Parish
for the area until a boundary review takes place.   

Prop PD	Sec: BBP

ITEM 7.  TC/SEP/2022:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Community Forum Police – No further information was received regarding a date for the next community forum. 

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had been scheduled. The timing of the next meeting has altered, owing to the date set for Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral.  The Trust meeting will now take place at 2.30 pm on 22nd September 2022.

Resolved to approve Cllr Roger Hornblow being nominated as an additional Trustee of the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club Trust. 

Prop: R.H.   Sec: PD

· Parish Forum Meeting – the forthcoming meeting dated 15th September has been deferred. 
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held.  

· Education Trust – Two grants have been issued by this trust. 

· The meeting of the northern East/West rail group has not yet occurred.  It is unknown whether the Government’s current administration will still be supportive of the new rail route through to Cambridge.  

· The minutes of the meeting with Bury Field Commoners’ Association were received.  

[bookmark: _Hlk69206198]
ITEM 8.  TC/SEP/2022: CORPORATE GOVERNANCE  

8.1	The Annual Report was received and approved, subject to some minor amendments, and the submission from Cllr Garner.  

8.2	The report from the External Auditor was received.  There was one comment raised, in that the Town Council had had its fixed assets revalued during the last year, and the Auditor had not been sent the earlier valuations although they had received the new valuations. 

ITEM 9.  TC/SEP/2022: COUNCIL WORKSHOP AND FUTURE PLANS.

The notes of the Council workshop were received.  It was agreed to focus on five items this year through the working group structure.  

Resolved that the following working groups will discuss and include within their terms of reference the following new subjects: 

Tourism Strategy – Business Development Working Group
Branding and Marketing the Council – Business Development Working Group
Use of Rivers – Parks and Property Working Group
Communication – Culture, Events and PR Working Group
Global Warming – Town Planning and Environmental Management  

Prop: PD	Sec: EH 


There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.17 pm. The next meeting is on 10th October 2022. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

