NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
     
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 12th October 2022 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (Chair), Scott Humphries & Sue Garner (joined late)
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer) 
	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/SEPT/2022:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Butler, Tony Oyakhire and Sam Langridge.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/OCT/2022:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/OCT/2022:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  CEPR/OCT/2022:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2022 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: DK  Sec: ML

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/OCT/2022:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:			Event complete
Strawberry Fayre:  	Event complete 
Soapbox Derby: 	Event cancelled
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for Friday 4th November. The clerk to help with the risk assessments for insurance purposes once Cllr Lombardo sends these to her. 
Christmas Lights:  	Switch-on planned for Saturday 26th November.  It was reported the bunting is still in good condition.  It would be possible to re-erect for the coronation. 
Cultural Event:	Event has been postponed to 9th September 2023.

ITEM 6.  CEPR/OCT/2022: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

6.1.1 	Choral Event

It was reported that the choral event was a success with the church at full capacity with extra chairs having to be placed at the back.  £700 was raised for `Harry’s Rainbow’.

	6.2 	Cultural Event

6.2.1	Location was discussed for this event, the Clerk advised if it was to go ahead at premises not belonging to the Town Council then the Town Council could not be involved in the organisation or running of the event.  

	Action: Cllr Bah-Pokawa, Kitchen and Lombardo to consider the matter. 	

	6.3	Volunteers Thank You Event

	6.3.1	Invitations for this event will be sent out electronically owing to the close proximity of the event. It was suggested that the Brooklands Centre are asked to set out tables and chairs.  It was agreed staff would run this event due the low number of councillor volunteers.

		It was decided by the working group that Cllr Henderson’s suggestion of inviting Ousebank House unfortunately did not meet the invitation criteria.

		Action: The Events Officer to enquire if Brooklands can set out the tables and chairs, to send out invitations, and to make preparations for catering. 

	6.4	Vintage Event 

	6.4.1	Cllr Humphries reported that holding a two-day event needs to be postponed until 2024, in order to gain experience through other avenues on how to best organise. Therefore the 2023 event will remain a one-day event.  Cllr Humphries also advised he has received interest from the owners of a Russian tank who would like to attend in 2023.  Providing the politics of this in relation to the war in Ukraine was correctly handled, the possibly situating it at the entrance to Bury Common was discussed.  A new local band has been found for this event. 

		Stalls
		It was agreed to lower the price of a food stall to £80 after receiving complaints the previous charge of £150 was too high.  It would also help attract traders as interest was low previously. Standard stalls would remain the same cost of £25.  A craft hall would not be included this time and instead the space inside the Mead Centre will be offered to standard stall holders. 

	6.5	Coronation Event

		A Coronation Event was discussed for May 6th 2023.  It would be held on Bury Common with the Coronation being played live on a large screen.  After the Coronation there would be a staged singing performance with chairs, gazebo and toilets provided.  Residents would be encouraged to bring a picnic or to eat out.  Tables and chairs to be available for people to rent, possibly with serviced food.  It was agreed one food stall, once ice cream van and one drinks vendor would be engaged.  
It was proposed to apply to P&F for permission to use earmarked funds to support this event. 

		Action: The Events Officer to obtain prices for a large screen and operator,     tables/chairs and gazeboes then make application to the PAF committee for the costs of the event. There is a significant sum reserved for just such an occasion. 

	ITEM 7.  CEPR/OCT/2022: CUCKOO IN THE NEST

	This item was deferred to next month’s agenda as Cllr Butler has some input. 

	ITEM 8.  CEPR/OCT/2022: COMMUNICATION

	It was agreed Cllr Lombardo would draft a report regarding all the communication the Town Council undertakes which include website analysis and report to full committee.  

	Action: Cllr Lombardo

	Notice boards were discussed, and the Annesley Road board was reported to be outdated and in need of refurbishment or replacement.

	It was agreed to copy the flyers that appear in the window at Town Council offices and to distributed these to those responsible for updating notice boards.

	Action: The Events Officer to ask the property team to acquire costings for replacement of the Annesley Road notice board. 

	ITEM 9.  CEPR/OCT/2022: ACCOUNTS 

9.1	The working group considered the accounts for July and raised no issues with them.  
9.2	The base budget for 2023/24 was considered and no issues were raised. 

ITEM 10.  CEPR/OCT/2022:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group agreed the following objectives for the new Council year:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: A small opening event for Burgess Garden allotments is to be discussed at the next allotment meeting on 18th October. 

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2022 and 2023.  Status: Complete in 2022. Planning started for 2023.

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2022. Status: Discussion deferred to next months’ agenda.
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Objective 4: To follow through on the Maltings project to develop and enhance the ecological trail and the Family Treasure Trail.  Status: The working group agreed on a leaflet rather than a book for the adult ecological trail. 

ITEM 11.  CEPR/OCT/2022: PRESS RELEASES

There are currently no press releases.

ITEM 12.  CEPR/OCT/2022: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/OCT/2022: TOWN TALK 

No further content is needed for the Winter Edition of Town Talk.

ITEM 17.  CEPR/OCT/2022: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Councillor surgeries 
· Cuckoo in the nest

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.18pm. The date of the next meeting is 16th November 2022. 
			 



Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
