

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
WORKING GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 19th October at 8.00pm, held virtually using Zoom Conferencing Facilities

Present: Cllrs Phil Winsor (Chairman), Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Mark Lombardo
Attending: Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk) 
ITEM 1 OCT 2022/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies from Cllr Sue Garner were received and accepted.
ITEM 2 OCT 2022/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest
ITEM 3 OCT 2022/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

There were no questions or statements from members of the public
ITEM 4 OCT 2022/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 28th September and 5th October 2022 were received and agreed as a true and correct record
ITEM 5 OCT 2022/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 To consider the following planning applications and make the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:
22/02432/PRIOR Prior Approval for change of use from Commercial, Business and Service (Use Class E) to Dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) (resubmission 22/01421/PRIOR), D J C Autos, Station Road Noted
22/02520/TCA
The reduction in height by a maximum of 3 meters and the sides by a maximum of 1.5 meters of T1-Silver Birch, Lovat Lodge 39 Silver Street No comment/objection
22/02532/TCA T1 - Robinia: Reduce roadside branches in by 4 meters maximum, thin out crown by 20% to reduce windsail, crown raise to 5 meters and remove deadwood. T2 - Holm Oak: Reduce roadside branches by 1 meter, remove deadwood and crown raise to 4 meters. T3 - Robinia: Reduce roadside branches in by 4 meters maximum, thin out crown by 20% to reduce windsail, crown raise to 5 meters and remove deadwood. T4 - Robinia: Reduce branches away from No. 39 Silver Street giving a 3 meter clearance, reduce roadside branches in by 4 meters maximum, thin out crown by 20% to reduce windsail, crown raise to 5 meters and remove deadwood, 37 Silver Street No comment/objection
22/01813/FUL
The erection of a roof canopy over the existing permanent seating area. New permanent seating and new roof canopy (retrospective application), The Dove, 6 Wordsworth Avenue The Working Group made the following comment: While there is no objection in principle, the application lacks details of the proposed materials or specifications for the canopy. The Working Group request that these are made available.
22/02511/CLUP Certificate of Lawfulness for the conversion of the loft including rear box dormer and front roof light windows, 78 Carroll Close No comment/objection
22/01606/HOU Erection of first floor extension to form bedroom and en-suite, 20 Stanmore Gardens No comment/objection
22/02095/HOU The erection of a two-storey side extension, and loft conversion with rear dormer. Proposed balcony over existing flat roof section, 2 Portfields Road No comment/objection
5.2
The Working Group received the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions. 
ITEM 6 OCT 2022/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following licencing applications and make the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Licencing Department:
None to consider


ITEM 7 OCT 2022/TPEM: VISION AND OBJECTIVES


To review progress against the agreed objectives for 2021/22:


7.1 To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period

Cllr Lombardo raised the issue of the number 1 and 2 bus services being cut, meaning there will be no bus service from Renny Lodge to the High Street in future. This will cause a huge issue for older residents who will now struggle to get into town. There has been no consultation over the plans to scrap the services and no alternative service has been offered.


Cllr Carman stated that MKCC claiming to want to get cars off the road and then cutting local bus services does not make any logical sense.
The Working Group agreed that scrapping the routes was unacceptable, particularly with no consultation,  and request that a firm but fair letter be sent to Adele Wearing (Strategic Lead for Transport) at MKCC, with a copy to Ward Councillors, the Leader of MKCC and the CEO of MKCC, highlighting TPEM’s dissatisfaction with the decision.
Action: Deputy Clerk to write letter to Adele Wearing, copying in the relevant people to raise the issue of the number 1 and 2 bus services


7.1.1 Lime E-Bikes The Working Group received an email from Lime announcing the re-launch of

the E-Bike rental scheme in Milton Keynes. The Working Group agreed to invite Conor Chaplin from Lime to a meeting of TPEM to help the understand the benefits of the scheme and to hear and address concerns members may have.

Action: Deputy Clerk to invite Conor Chaplin, or a representative of Lime, to attend a meeting of TPEM to discuss the E-bike scheme


7.2 To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.


7.2.1 St John Street Consultation The Working Group received notice of a consultation regarding


a proposed footway build-out in St John Street. The Working Group noted the consultation and



agreed it had no comment/objection to make. 

7.3 To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.

Cllr Carman informed the meeting of a ‘walkabout’ conducted with ward councillors and Milton Keynes City Council regarding the new Wheeled Bin scheme, at which Cllrs Carman and Clarke highlighted all the problem streets in Newport Pagnell where the scheme would not be appropriate. MKCC stated that they had undertaken a boroughwide consultation and that 75% of respondents said they were in favour of the new wheeled bin system, and it was planned to roll out the scheme in April/May 2023. Upon investigation, it should be noted that the ‘boroughwide consultation’ was in fact offered to only approx. 4,000 homes of the 200,000 homes in Milton Keynes. This equates to only 2% (approx.) of Newport Pagnell’s households that were surveyed. Cllr Carman suggested the Town Council undertakes its own resident survey to gauge local people’s thoughts. Cllr Carman advised the meeting that he was waiting for a list of properties MKCC deem as unsuitable for the scheme and will forward it to members upon receipt. The Working Group request a meeting with Nick Hannon (Head of Waste) at MKCC and ward Councillor Jane Carr to discuss the issue.
Action: Deputy Clerk to arrange a meeting with Nick Hannon, Jane Carr and members of TPEM to discuss the Wheeled Bin scheme

7.3.1 Dog Waste Bins on Tongwell Lane and Bury Common The Working Group noted that a request has been submitted to Council by the RFO for the release of £780 of earmarked reserves to cover the cost of supply and installation of 2 new dog waste bins on Tongwell Lane and the replacement of the 2 existing bins at Bury Common. 

7.4 Global Warming. New standing item as agreed at the Town Council meeting on 12th September 2022. Nothing to report currently.

7.5 To progress with Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst continuing to monitor the implementation of Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Working Group were advised that the last meeting of NPIG was held on 3rd October where a draft pre-submission version of the NPv3 was presented for comment. Feedback to the draft policies is to be fed back to Neil Homer to assist with revising the draft document.


7.6 To arrange specific training in S106 and CIL matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town.
Nothing to report at this time.

7.7 To oversee the services provided by the Town Ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of the role subject to budgetary constraints. 


         7.7.1 The Working Group received the September report on the activities of the Ranger

         7.7.2 The Working Group received a copy of the updated Ranger’s work schedule

ITEM 8 OCT 2022/TPEM: BUDGET 2023-24

The Working Group received the base budget for 2023-24 and after consideration, concluded that there is nowhere to cut cost or make savings and the budget should remain the same as this year.

ITEM 9 OCT 2022/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATION VALIDATION REQUIREMENTS (PAVR)

The Working Group received notice of a consultation on the draft PAVR document, and duly noted the document with no additional comments.

* Cllr Roger Clarke announced his resignation from the Town Planning & Environmental Working Group, effective from November. 

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed ……………………………………Date …………………………………………
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