NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 21st November 2022 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Paul Day, Phillip Gage, Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/NOV/2022: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for this meeting. 

ITEM 2.  BD/NOV/ 2022:    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Henderson declared a non-financial interest in items 6.1 and 13 as a director of Ousebank House CIC.       

ITEM 3.  BD/NOV/ 2022:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public for this meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/NOV/2022: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd September 2022 as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop: DK 	Sec: IC

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/NOV/2022:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Fields Farm site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1	A meeting had been held with Bloor Homes, who have confirmed that it would be at least two years before the additional sports provision at Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) was developed.      

5.1.2	 The notes of a meeting held with Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC) were received, which covered details of a potential grant application by the club to the FA for funding to develop Phase 1 of the Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) refurbishment project. 

5.1.3	NPTFC has requested that the club’s original lease be surrendered, and that this be replaced with two new leases, one for the main pitch and the whole of WRSG excluding the tennis club and skatepark, and another just for the social club, some surrounding grass and the rear storage area. The clerk is working with the Council’s solicitor on this matter. The Places Leisure lease also needs to be surrendered.  Cllr Winsor raised an issue about the new Steve Dart stand and the advertising on WRSG erected by NPTFC. 

	It was agreed to write formally to NPTFC to request that they make an application for permitted development for the stand, and in future make requests of the Town Council for any changes that are not spelled out in their lease.  

	Action: The Town Clerk

5.1.4	The Newport Pagnell Tennis club based at WRSG has been advised of the delay to funding which will affect their toilets.  
	
5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

This project will also be delayed because of the failed procurement procedure on the Tickford Fields Farm site. The Bowls Club has been advised of this.  

ITEM 6.   BD/NOV/2022:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

6.1	The working group received the updated s106 report. It was noted that the s106 volunteers’ funding available from an earlier development was at risk of being used by an organisation based outside of Newport Pagnell. 

It was agreed that Ousebank House could work with the clerk to make an application for this funding as a volunteer organisation. Cllr Henderson and Cllr Kitchen both abstained from the vote on this matter.    

Action: Cllr Henderson and the clerk to work on an s106 application for this funding.  

6.2	The working group noted that the funding for the Youth Club parking/basketball provision of £11,349.55 has now been received. 
  
ITEM 7. BD/NOV/2022:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

7.1	Quotations from suppliers of disabled equipment were received for the provision of additional play at the Kingfisher site: 

	Agreed to procure from GL Jones 	 

· A Wheelchair swing suitable for wheelchair users. 

Agreed to contract with Wicksteed to supply and erect:

· A roundabout suitable for all abilities with wheelchair access
· Installation of the wheelchair swing mentioned above
· A wheelchair accessible trampoline suitable for all abilities
· A tepee suitable for all abilities, and of particular use for children with mental health issues.  
· A large piece of climbing equipment suitable for able-bodied children.  
· Provision of wheelchair suitable paths and curbs. 
· A small piece of musical equipment suitable for all abilities to make the costs of the project up to the available s106 funding.  

7.2	The clerk has made an s106 funding application for £96,491.01 for the provision of disabled/inclusive play equipment and climbing activity at the Kingfisher site. 

Action: Following the approval of the s106 funding bid by the MKCC funding board, the clerk to place the necessary orders as above. 

7.3	The Highways Department at MKCC has not as yet approved the change to an accessible curb from the parking area at the Kingfisher pub.



	 
ITEM 8.   BD/NOV/2022:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

There was no further news on the transfer of the remaining parks from MKCC.  Cllr Day raised a concern about a piece of open space land that was being sold by the administrator of a bankrupt developer under auction on 7th December 2022.  

The meeting was in favour of the Town Council bidding for this land by putting in a bid for an agreed amount plus auction fees and legal costs.  

Post Meeting note:
It has since been established that the auction parcel includes six roads as well as the open space land.  As the Town Council has no ability to maintain roads, and does not hold the legal powers to do so, with the agreement of Cllr Day and Cllr Henderson, the clerk has written to MKCC to ask if they would like to procure the land, then pass on at their cost the open space land to the Town Council. Alternatively MKCC could register the land in their emerging SAA as a provision for biodiversity offsetting, which would prevent the land from being used for development purposes.    
.  
ITEM 9.   BD/NOV/2022:  ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE  

A new temporary chairman has been appointed for the Aston Martin Heritage Trust. He visited the site on 10th November 2022, and was very impressed. A fundraising organisation has been appointed by the Trust, but there is no indication that fundraising has started as yet. 

ITEM 10.   BD/NOV/2022: TOWN CLOCK 

An email has been received from Neil Hanley about the difficulties the Highways department have with this transfer.  The clock has now been repaired by MKCC. 

ITEM 11.   BD/NOV/2022: POLICE STATION SITE

A planning officer at the MKCC’s planning department has now been appointed to consider the viability issues holding up the approval of the plans for this site. 

The Newport Pagnell Historical Society remain keen to visit the site, but this can only take place once Churchill Developers take ownership of it. 





ITEM 12.   BD/NOV/2022: TOURISM AND MARKETING OF THE TOWN

The working group debated this item for a considerably length of time, coming to the conclusion that it was necessary to set up a framework of existing tourism, and gaps therein, before setting up a strategy to increase visitors to the town.  
It was felt that the increase of visitors was a better objective than the focus on tourism, as day visitors would bring many benefits to the town. 

Action: Cllr Day and the clerk to work on a framework document, then the clerk to set up a physical meeting with all members of the Business Development Working Group to develop this framework and strategy.   

Action: The clerk to ask Destination MK if they would be willing to facilitate the meeting, or provide additional input. 
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ITEM 13.   BD/NOV/2022: WARMER SPACES 

MKCC has issued £4,000 of funding to the Town Council to spend on deprivation initiatives, including warmer spaces where people can spend time to get warm during the winter. 

Two organisations have been discussing the setting up warm hub facilities including the provision of a light soup lunch.  These are:

· Ousebank House who wish to hold warm hub sessions on a Wednesday
· The Mead Centre who wish to hold warm hub sessions on a Thursday 

A donation box will be set up and people visiting can make a donation towards the lunch if they feel they can. 

It was agreed to fund these two organisations with £2,000 each. Cllr Henderson and Cllr Kitchen abstained from making this decision. 

Action: The clerk to correspond with the Mead Centre and Ousebank House to make the necessary payments and to obtain flyers to advertise the service.  The initiative will also appear in the Winter Edition of Town Talk.  

ITEM 14.   BD/NOV/2022: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the September income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns.  


 
ITEM 15.   BD/NOV/2022:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Items for the following agenda
· To set up a special meeting to discuss and brainstorm increasing visitors to the town. 
· Linking the above to branding and marketing of the town.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 12.05 pm.  

The date of the next meeting is 23rd January 2023.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


