NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 23rd January 2023 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Paul Day, Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/JAN/2023: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Gage for this meeting. 

ITEM 2.  BD/JAN/ 2023: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Carman declared an interest in item 7.3 as the chair of the Newport Pagnell Partnership.        

ITEM 3.  BD/JAN/ 2023:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public for this meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/JAN/2023: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2022 as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop: EH 	Sec: PD

Cllr Winsor asked whether the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club had addressed the Town Council’s concerns regarding planning permission for the new Steve Dart stand. Steve Hanley had advised the Town Council that he was dealing with this in person and had applied for Permitted Development rights. 

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/JAN/2023:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Fields Farm site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1   The final lease, and lease surrender for the social club, have been issued to Newport Pagnell Town Football Club.        

5.1.2	 A TRI document has been agreed with Places Leisure to surrender the lease for WRSG. This is in the process of being signed by the Town Council.  However, an amendment still needs to be made to the contract with PfP, to adjust the scope of the services.  

5.1.3   The new window for submission of the bid to the Football Association is March 2023. 
	
5.2	Tickford Fields Farm site – Bowls Club   

This project is delayed because of the failed procurement exercise on the Tickford Fields site. The Bowls Club has been advised of this.  

5.3	Development of the Tickford Field Site

	The working group received an update from MKCC on progress with the new tender for the development of the Tickford Field site. An announcement on who has won the build contract is expected next month. 

ITEM 6.   BD/JAN/2023:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

6.1	The working group received the updated s106 report. 

6.2	The working group noted that an application was submitted for voluntary funding for Ousebank House, and that the funding agreement has been signed.  
  
ITEM 7. BD/JAN/2023:  s106 FUNDING PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

7.1	 s106 funding has been received for the upgrade at Kingfisher Park, and the order for play equipment has been placed. Delivery is complicated by the fact that two suppliers of play equipment are involved.   

7.2	The Highways Department at MKCC has confirmed that the parking area outside the pub is not theirs.  The Property Officer is making contact with the agent of the property to request permission to alter the curb. 

7.3	The Working Group considered whether it was worth requesting the NP Partnership to make an application for funding from the Harry Middleton Gift for a Changing Places Toilet.  It was felt that the matter was restricted by the limited funding available from MKCC which would cover only 1/3 of the cost of the toilet. The 2/3 remaining sum would be unlikely to be covered by the Harry Middleton Gift.  A cheaper, disability friendly toilet was considered, but MKCC would not contribute to this.  There would also be long term revenue costs to the Town Council by way of paying for daily cleaning and utility services for the new facilities.  .

	Resolved to recommend that the Town Council does not encourage the NP Partnership to apply for funding, although that organisation could do so if it wished to, and if so, the Town Council would provide the necessary land and utilities/cleaning costs.   

	Prop:  PW	Sec: DK

ITEM 8.   BD/JAN/2023:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

There was no further news on the transfer of the remaining parks from MKCC.  
.  
ITEM 9.   BD/JAN/2023:  ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE  

At an earlier meeting with Cllr Henderson and the Town Clerk, the  project manager of the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) had voiced some concerns that the costings around revenue had been a bit unrealistic.  Therefore the Trust was now re-costing the project, with a modification of their plans in terms of scale of the heritage centre and the balance between the museum and conference centre element of the scheme. The Trust had received the Heads of Terms for the leases from both the Town Council and from MKCC.  

ITEM 10.   BD/JAN /2023: POLICE STATION SITE

The planning application for this site has now come forward for consultation.   

ITEM 11.   BD/JAN/2023: TOURISM AND MARKETING OF THE TOWN

11.1	The working group received a draft Visitor Strategy prepared by Cllr Day, 	
           following his meeting with the Town Clerk on the subject. It was agreed to debate this at the next meeting of the Business Development Working Group. 

Action: All members of the working group to read the draft and make any comment they may have to the Town Clerk and Cllr Day within two weeks. 

11.2		Destination MK had made an offer to the Town Council to promote the Town in their website, at no cost.  

	It was agreed to list the following items in the website article as good reasons to visit Newport Pagnell:
· Swimming pool and Leisure Centre
· Vast choice in places to eat and drink
· Bury Common
· Green riverside walks
· Tickford Bridge and other historical assets in the town.
· Shopping centre with some unusual specialist shops
· Events
· Sensory room at the Mead Centre
· Escape Room at Interchange Park
· Active sporting scene :

Action: The clerk to create the article and circulate asking for amendments within 24 hours. 
[bookmark: _Hlk77674891][bookmark: _Hlk77674181]	 
ITEM 12.   BD/JAN/2023: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the December income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns.  Legal and profession fees had included charges for creating the new leases, as well as the cost of the solicitor to place the bid for the unsuccessful open space land purchase. 

ITEM 13.   BD/JAN/2023:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Items for the following agenda:

· Visitor Strategy 
· Usual items 
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.06 am.  
The date of the next meeting is 20th March 2023.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


