Minutes of the Newport Pagnell Town Council Virtual Parks and Property Management Working Group meeting held via Zoom on Monday 6th February 2023 8.00pm
Present: Councillors Roger Hornblow (Chair) (for part of the meeting), Phil Winsor (Vice Chair), Cllr Paul Day, Cllr Mark Lombardo, Tony Oyakhire and Cllr Richard Pearson.

In attendance: Shar Roselman (Town Clerk) Alison Spink (Property Officer) 
  	 
		
[bookmark: _Hlk29983590]ITEM 1 FEB 2023/PPM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr Sam Langridge

ITEM 2 FEB 2023/PPM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 FEB 2023/PPM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

The Parks and Property working group discussed the email received from a resident with
regards to dogs not on leads near play equipment in our parks. SR advised the UK Play 
Strategy recommends not enclosing play areas for children to encourage them
to run freely without the danger of running into fences. The P&PM working group agreed not
to fence off play areas and said that the issues reported by the resident will be monitored.

ITEM 4 FEB 2023/PPM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ANY MATTERS 
ARISING 

4.1	The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2023 were accepted as a true and accurate record and are to be signed by the Chair.

Prop:  PW			Sec:	RP


4.2	Matters Arising – For noting only.

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer had updated the Tree 
management spreadsheet by highlighting the felled trees as requested in our last meeting.

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer sourced an additional quote for 
the car park works. Following discussion with the working group members a contractor was 
chosen and works to the Youth Centre car park commenced on Monday 30th January 2023.
The Property Officer updated the working group on progress of the works which are 
Underway: the contractors have started with the front of the Youth Centre car park area.

ITEM 5 FEB 2023/PPM: BUDGET REPORTS

5.1	The P&PM working group received and reviewed the variance report and income and expenditure statements provided by the Responsible Finance Officer. No issues were raised. 




ITEM 6 FEB 2023/PPM: VISION/OBJECTIVES 2022/2023

TO REVIEW OBJECTIVES FROM 2022/2023

6.1	The P&PM Working group reviewed the 5-year Lifecycle Plan and understands its impact on future budgets and uses it to inform the Parks and Project Management Working Group project budget cycle. 
	PD requested that Rivers are included in the 5-year life cycle with a budget in 2024/25 to plan for our responsibilities as riparian owners of the rivers in Newport Pagnell.
	Action: The Property officer to discuss with Town Clerk 

[bookmark: _Hlk516146424]6.2	Parks and Open Spaces

6.2.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the play area action report derived from Idverde play area Risk Assessment and officer’s own inspections. 
	SR advised the P&PM Working group that the Property Officer had logged a complaint with our parks contractors with regards to their out-of-hours response team, following an emergency call to them which was not dealt with in line with their contractual obligations.
	Action: The Property to pursue the complaint until there is an agreed resolution.

6.2.2	The P&PM working group received and noted the tree report detailing the individual and grouped trees within the Parks and Play Areas.
	The Property Officer reported to the P&PM Working group that a number of trees had been added to the report following an full audit of the parks trees.  There are two remaining parks to be completed: Castle Meadow and Burgess Gardens.
	Action: The Property to arrange the final audits for the two remaining parks. Thereafter new risk assessments are needed for trees in high risk areas, and for newly identified trees. 

ITEM 7 FEB 2023/PPM: OFFICER’S REPORT

[bookmark: _Hlk81400951]7.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the Officers’ Report.	
	




ITEM 8 FEB 2023/PPM: PROFESSIONAL DOG WALKERS

The P&PM working group discussed dog attacks reported on the news recently and our responsibility as a town council to reduce the risk of dog attacks within our parks. The PPM Working group agreed to place a limit of 4 dogs to be walked per individual. This includes professional dog walkers. 

Action: Property Officer to arrange for signs to be erected at entrances of Bury Common.

ITEM 9 FEB 2023/PPM: RIVERS
The P&PM Working Group discussed the Legal issues regarding riparian ownership of
rivers. It was agreed to add further details of the Internal Drainage Board’s obligations. 

Action: Property Officer to work with the Town Clerk to produce final draft.

ITEM 10 FEB 2023/PPM: NEW BLINDS FOR THE YOUTH CENTRE
The P&PM Working group agreed to replace the blinds at the Youth Centre following
reports that the blinds were not fit for purpose. Hire costs have increased in line with 
inflation which assists with costs to replace them.

Action: Property Officer to arrange works to be completed.


ITEM 11 FEB 2023/PPM: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT WORKING GROUP AGENDA
The usual items will appear on the agenda.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.35pm. 

The date of the next Property Management Working Group meeting will be on 6th March  
2023.

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.


Signed………………………………………… Date …………………………………………



