NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 17th May 2023 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (chair), Sue Garner and Anne Butler.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Sarah Brandon (Carnival) 
	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/SEPT/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllr Tony Oyakhire. Belated apologies were received from Cllr Bah-Pokawa.  Cllrs Langridge and Humphries were absent. 

ITEM 2.  CEPR/MAY/2023:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/MAY/2023:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/MAY/2023:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 19th April 2023 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: DK  Sec: ML

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/MAY/2023:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 1st & 2nd July
Strawberry Fayre:   Event planned 18th June
Soapbox Derby: 	Event date has changed to the 23rd July 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 3rd November  
Christmas Lights:  	Event planned for 25th November  
Cultural Event:	Event planned for 9th September 

ITEM 6.  CEPR/MAY/2023: EVENTS
6.1	Review of Events

6.1.1	Coronation event

Despite the rain this event was a success.  The marquees and chairs saved the day, and every chair was used.   The screen was fantastic as was the service received from the screen provider, Ellie Vision.  The clerk thanked Sarah Day for stepping in and providing compering and her DJ skills after being let down by a booked singer, and Cllr Humphries for his help and willing volunteers.  One issue to report was that owing to the severe wet weather a section of the event area on the common became very dangerous for vehicles to traverse and they had to be re-directed around it.  Cllr Garner reported she had received positive feedback and passed on her thanks to all officers involved.  

	6.2	Cultural Event

Cllr Kitchen reported that a response still has not been received from the Middleton Trust.  An application form has been received to apply for a £3k grant from another charity, The Anson Trust, which do cover these types of events.  A decision will be made in due course if the event can proceed. 

	6.3	Vintage Event 

	A report was received with the latest update for this event. It was also reported that this event is extremely short on volunteers.
 
	6.4	Triathlon Event

Discussions have taken place with a coach from NPTFC who is also a triathlon runner.  It was suggested that a triathlon type event could be held in the town next year.  To get people accustomed to running and off-road cycling, some mini events could be held on the common to gain peoples’ interest.  The event itself would be a triathlon, starting at 6 am at Middleton Pool with swimming, followed by cycling then running at Riverside Meadow.  This could be followed with a party, including food stalls and music on Riverside Meadow.  Cost should be relatively low, around £5k, with outlays for marquees, stage etc only. The triathlon organisers would have to organise the stewarding on the event.   The working group agreed it was a worthy suggestion.  The Town Council now await a further approach from the triathlon organiser to confirm he will be able to arrange the necessary stewarding, and the suitability of the proposed venues.   

	ITEM 7.  CEPR/MAY/2023: VISITOR STRATEGY

	The clerk advised more work was needed on the What to do in Newport Pagnell Guide before it was presenting to the Working Group.  

[bookmark: _Hlk132967749]	ITEM 8.  CEPR/MAY/2023: CUCKOO IN THE NEST

	Cllr Butler advised the poster was ready and she will visit every shop in June to identify their display item.   

	ITEM 9.  CEPR/MAY/2023: LEAH WILLIAMSON MURAL

 The Leah Williamson mural was discussed.  It was agreed that it needs a more permanent home.  It was decided that the location at the Dove was not prominent enough.  It was suggested that, rather than temporarily re-erecting the mural in its current location, it would be better placed at WRSG.  The clerk said she would feed this information back to Cllr Day.

  ITEM 10.  CEPR/MAY/2023:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group agreed the following objectives for the new Council year:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: An official opening has been arranged for June 22nd.  It was agreed to have music, drink and nibbles and for local residents and disabled persons to be invited.  It was suggested that one of the local Paralympians could be invited to officially open this event or if not, perhaps someone recognised by CIL MK.  

Action: The Events Officer to invite Paralympic to officially open this event.

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2023.  Status: Planning well underway for 2023.

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2023. Status: Cllrs Lombardo and Garner reported only 2 persons attended the first surgery.  It was also discovered that the surgery clashed with a Ward Councillors surgery.  It was suggested to enquire what dates the ward councillors have set for future surgeries to prevent a future clash. 

It was noted that, as per standing orders, any member of the public attending a council meeting can discuss their concerns during the questions and statements item on the agenda.   However, in order for a formal discussion to be held by members about any topic raised, the item needs to be on to an agenda so it may be necessary to postpone discussion if an agenda has already been issued.  
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Objective 4: To follow through on the Maltings project to develop and enhance the ecological trail and the Family Treasure Trail.  Status: It was noted that the updated plan has now been approved and is awaiting funding to be released from MKCC.

ITEM 11.  CEPR/MAY/2023: PRESS RELEASES

It was agreed that a press release be issued for the re-election of Mayor and the Deputy Mayor.  It was advised that a press release has been issued for the vintage event. 

ITEM 12.  CEPR/MAY/2023: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/MAY/2023: TOWN TALK 

The Summer 2023 Edition of Town Talk was approved, and it was agreed to leave in the item about the cultural event, as it may not be necessary to cancel it.  

ITEM 14.  CEPR/MAY/2023: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To receive feedback on the cultural event. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.39pm. The date of the next meeting is on 14th June 2023.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
