

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 22nd March 2023 at 8.00pm,
using Zoom Conferencing Facilities

Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Sue Garner, Mark Lombardo, and Phil Winsor (Chairman).
Attending: Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk) 
ITEM 1 MAR 2023/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
ITEM 2 MAR 2023/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 MAR 2023/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.
ITEM 4 MAR 2023/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The draft minutes of the meetings held on 22nd February and 8th March 2023 were agreed and approved as a true and correct record.
ITEM 5 MAR 2023/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 To consider the following planning applications and make the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:
23/00382/HOU Single storey side and rear extension, two storey rear extension and single storey first floor

extension over existing garage and utility and removal of existing conservatory, 5 Orwell Close. The working group had no comments or objection to this application.
23/00503/HOU The erection of a single storey rear extension and part two-storey, part single storey side extension, 5 Keats Close. The working group had no comments or objection to this application.
23/00537/HOU The erection of a single storey rear extension, garage conversion, new window to the front elevation and existing side door to be bricked up, 28 Ranelagh Gardens. The working group had no comments or objection to this application.
23/00582/HOU The demolition of existing conservatory and proposed construction of single storey side and rear extension including alterations to existing dwelling rear elevation, 24 Flora Thompson Drive. The working group had no comments or objection to this application.
5.2
The working group received the updated schedule of planning decisions, comparing TPEM's representations against MKC decisions.
ITEM 6 MAR 2023/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
The working group considered the following licencing applications:
Boroughwide Street Trading Consent – Renewal application from Pecorella Whip, (Reg FJ64 CCK) for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 15:00 to 21:00. The working group had no comments or objection to this application.

Boroughwide Street Trading Consent – Renewal application from MSJ Ice Cream T/A Freshwhip for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times:  Monday to Sunday 15:30 to 19:30. The working group had no comments or objection to this application.


ITEM 7 MAR 2023/TPEM: VISION AND OBJECTIVES


To review progress against the agreed objectives for 2021/22:


7.1 To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period. Cllr Carman once again raised the issue of the Nos. 1 and 2 bus services, or the lack thereof. The meeting agreed that it is a wider issue with the City Council. Cllr Lombardo raised the issue again of the inadequacies with the MK Connect service. The issues being that whole areas have no service, while the ones that do are being used as a taxi service, with the drivers picking up one passenger only and taking them to their destination. The working group asked the Deputy Clerk to write a letter to Adele Wearing of MKCC transport department to outline their concerns with the service.

7.2 To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.
7.2.1 SID on Avon Close. The working group considered a request from Ward Councillor Jane Carr to have a SID installed on Avon Close. The working group discussed the need for and the practicability of installing a SID in a cul-de-sac. The working group discussed the option of using one of the new speed guns there once the Community Speedwatch scheme is back up and running. The working group asked the Deputy Clerk to write to Cllr Carr to see if that option is acceptable.

7.3 To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.


7.3.1 Dog Waste Bins – The working group noted that four (4) new dog waste bins have been installed. 2 bins on Tongwell Lane as per TPEM’s request, and 2 at the entrances of Bury Field Common. The working group also considered Ward Councillor Carr’s request to install/relocate a bin at Avon Close, and agreed for the Deputy Clerk to investigate the suggestion and make recommendations for existing bins to be re-located if necessary and practicable.  

7.4 Global Warming. The working group noted that Officers will begin to analyse energy consumption from April and will report back. 

7.5 Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan. The working group noted that the Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) process has commenced. The working group also noted that the third of the three Neighbourhood Plan consultation events will be held on Thursday 23rd March 5.30pm – 7pm at the Portfields Centre. Cllr Carman said he was planning to attend as Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group. 

7.6 To arrange specific training in S106 and CIL matters to understand how developer contributions are used to fund the infrastructure needed to support new development in the town. Nothing new to report at this time.

7.7 To oversee the services provided by the Town Ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of the role subject to budgetary constraints. 


         7.7.1 The working group received the February report on the activities of the Ranger.

         7.7.2 The working group received a copy of the updated Ranger’s work schedule.

ITEM 8 MAR 2023/TPEM:
RETURN TO FACE-TO-FACE MEETINGS



Following on from the Full Council discussion on 13th March, the Working Group were asked to consider the return of face to face/physical meetings. The discussion raised the following issues with face to face meetings: meetings are quite short, especially the interim meetings, so it would not be worth members walking to the Town Council offices for a very short meeting. Also as the TPEM working group is the only group that meets twice per month, every month, it would be especially onerous for members of this group to return to face to face meetings. It was also felt that remote meetings made it easier for members and the public to attend. Ultimately, the working group decided unanimously not to return to face-to-face meetings, but to continue to meet online remotely.
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed ……………………………………Date …………………………………………

