NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 13th March 2023 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa (vice chair), Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow, Scott Humphries (for part of the meeting), Tony Oyakhire, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
One resident of North Crawley, representing a group of      parents. 
          
ITEM 1.  TC/MAR/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Philip Gage, Diane Kitchen, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo, and Richard Pearson.   

1.2 The police had sent apologies as they were not able to attend this meeting. 

ITEM 2.  TC/MAR/2023:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

ITEM 3. TC/MAR/2023:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

A resident of North Crawley, representing a group of parents whose children did not get access to Ousedale School, despite being in the catchment area, spoke of their concerns that their children would now have to attend Stantonbury Secondary School.  This would separate the children from friends they had made over many years in primary schools in Newport Pagnell. 

She advised that since Ousedale School was now an academy Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) had no powers to force it to increase their intake.  This is the first time the school has not met its catchment requirements.  25 children from the villages surrounding Newport Pagnell had not been given places at Ousedale School.  A report created by MKCC education officers late last year had highlighted this as an emerging problem although their predictions had only shown a shortfall of 6 places.    Only 4 children had been accepted at Ousedale School from outside of Newport Pagnell, and these all lived in the catchment area.  This would have an impact on the emerging Neighbourhood Plan especially the Tickford Field development, despite the fact that the Town Council had been advised just over a year ago by MKCC education officers that both secondary and primary school education would not be a problem because of the development, and that the primary school on the Tickford Field Farm site might have to be delayed until the site was half occupied. The local resident advised that the Local Ward Councillors and the MP had been made aware of the situation, and were setting up meetings with the school and the Council.  

Members discussed the issue and felt that the Town Council should try to exert influence on the situation, especially given that significant s106 funding had been made available to the school.  A working group comprising Cllrs Henderson, Butler and Winsor is to be formed to discuss this, and to report back to Full Council on progress made.     

Action:  The clerk to set up a working group meeting as above.   

  
ITEM 4.  TC/MAR/2023:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

Resolved to approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 13th February 2023 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: PW	Sec: PD 

ITEM 5. TC/MAR/2023:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On Saturday 4th February he and his wife attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s Dartathon.   
· On Sunday 5th February, he and his wife were invited to a fundraising session for the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s Under 14 Lions team.   
· On Saturday 5th February he represented Newport Pagnell at the Civic Service for the Mayor of Ampthill.  
· On Saturday 11th February he and his wife joined the Mayor of Olney for the Town’s match against the Jersey Bulls.   
· On Saturday 11th February he and his wife were delighted to join in the community meal at the Mead Centre. 
· On Sunday 19th February he and his wife attended the Civic Service for the Mayor of Stotfold.
· On Tuesday 21st February he and his wife were at the Olney Pancake Day. 
· On Tuesday 24th February he and his wife joined the Mayor of Flitwick’s Quiz Event.
· On Saturday 25th February he was involved in Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s efforts in the national campaign to get homophobia out of football.  
· On Saturday 26th February he and his wife attended the Leighton-Linslade Civic Service.   
· On Tuesday 28th February he and his wife were at the ceremony for a local sporting role model, at which the England football Captain Leah Williamson OBE became the first person to be given the freedom of the City of Milton Keynes.  

The Vice Chair reported that she had attended the following events:

· On 12th March she attended the Biggleswade Civic Service. 
· On 11th March she was at the family bingo event in Leighton-Linslade.
· On 10th March she met with the director of MK’s African Diaspora Foundation. 
· Later, on 10th March, she attended the MK Junior Film Maker’s 10th Anniversary Event.
· On 6th March she and Cllr Garner met Cllr Kitchen to catch up on the Cultural Event plans. 
· On 28th February she was at the Freedom of the City presentation to Leah Williamson. 
· On 25th February she visited the MK hosted Food Testing Event at the Cowper-Newton Museum in Olney. 
· On 24th February she attended the MK Mayor’s Civic Reception and Award Presentation. 
 :

ITEM 6.  TC/MAR/2023:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 22nd February. 
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 8th February 2023. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 30th 27th February 2023. Cllr Henderson commented on the PAF’s recommendation that the Overview and Scrutiny component of the meeting should not take place.  It was discussed whether this meant O&S should be abandoned altogether, or whether an alternative to Policy and Finance managing this process should be found.  It was agreed that the matter go back to PAF for further discussion. 
Outside of the agenda, Cllr Winsor raised the point about preferring committees as opposed to working groups. Cllr Day confirmed that each working group had the right to decide if and when it wished to return to physical meetings and reconstitute itself as a committee. Cllr Humphries opined that there hardly seemed to be any point in physical meetings, since several working group meetings only lasted a few minutes.  NALC is continuing to support electronic meetings, challenging the Government’s view on the matter, as NALC sees electronic meetings as the opportunity for more residents to participate, and feels that electronic meetings allow more parents with child-care issues to become councillors, and older members looking after disabled spouses to join meetings. There has also been research done by NALC that demonstrates that councillors attend more meetings if they are electronic than if they are physical meetings, especially during the winter months.  This is no longer referred to as a Covid requirement.   
 
Action:  The clerk to ensure that an item is again raised on every working group agenda, for the members of each group to decide whether they wished to return to physical meetings or not. She is also to write again to the MP to request the government to return focus to this issue. A matter raised by Cllr Clarke about a planning officer not accepting a delegated decision from the Town Council will be addressed to the MKCC planning department by the clerk.   
 
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 6th February 2023.  
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 15th February 2023.
f) The Allotment meeting minutes dated 21st February 2023.

ITEM 7.  TC/MAR/2023:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had been held, although it looks likely that 3 sessions at Caldecote Lake for children attending the Youth Club can be held this year.  
Action: The clerk to confirm this with the provider.     

· Parish Forum Meeting – No meetings had been held.  
 
· MK ALC – No meetings had been held.   

· Education Trust – Nothing further to report.

· Ward Councillors meeting 21st February 2023.  The minutes of this meeting were received. Cllr Henderson raised the point that matters raised, such as the necessary repairs to the pedestrian bridge, were not eliciting responses from Ward Councillors. 

· Ward Councillors meeting 23rd February 2023.  The minutes of this meeting were received.  Cllr Clarke raised concerns about the information provided during these meetings about the lack of monitoring the Eastern Relief Road for assessment of future dualling requirements. 


[bookmark: _Hlk124847299]ITEM 8.  TC/MAR/2023: CODE OF CONDUCT  

The amended Code of Conduct was received.       

Resolved to accept the new Code of Conduct with a minor change to delete committees or working groups from the paragraphs that defines what a councillor is.  
 
Prop: EH	Sec: PD

[bookmark: _Hlk119404878]ITEM 9.  TC/MAR/2023: GIFT REGISTER 

It was noted that the computerised risk assessment had highlighted a risk in non-completion of the gift register.  All councillors should register any gift over the value of £50, simply by emailing the clerk to ask that the gift register be completed with the information. It is recognised that it is unlikely there will be many gifts of this nature to be recorded.   

[bookmark: _Hlk121220911]
There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.21 pm. The next meeting is on 17th April 2023.

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

