NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Minutes of the Business Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 20th March 2023 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Paul Day, Philip Gage, Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow (for part of the meeting), Diane Kitchen (for part of the meeting) 

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/MAR/2023: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Oyakhire for this meeting, and Cllr Winsor was absent.  

ITEM 2.  BD/MAR/ 2023: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  BD/MAR/ 2023:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public for this meeting. 

ITEM 4.  BD/MAR/2023: MINUTES 
 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd January 2023 as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop: IC 	Sec: EH

Cllr Henderson explained that he had spoken to the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC) about advertising on the site.  It had been agreed that advertising around the pitch was not a problem, but that advertising visible from Willen Road was an issue. NPTFC had explained that they had one contractual obligation for one sign on the boundary of the site, which would remain up for a year, after which it would be removed.  It was not known as yet whether permitted development rights had been agreed for the new Steve Dart stand.  

The following items in the minutes refer to progress against the committee’s objectives. 
 
ITEM 5.  BD/MAR/2023:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Fields site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1   The lease surrender for Willen Road Sports Ground has been signed by Places Leisure, to take effect from 1st April 2023.          

5.1.2	There remain issues with the lease proposed to the NPTFC CASK, because the Football Foundation solicitors have certain requirements that would see a charge (mortgage) on the property, and that would see insurance payments, in the event of destruction of any part of the property, going to the club and not to the Town Council.  The Town Council has stated its case that it could not agree with these alterations to lease.  The FF is now reviewing what is possible as an acceptable agreement with the Town Council, given that the Town Council is a government body providing ongoing services.    
	
5.2	Tickford Fields site – Bowls Club   

This project is delayed because there is as yet no developer for the Tickford Fields site.   

5.3	Development of the Tickford Field Site

	The working group received an update from MKCC on progress with the new tender for the development of the Tickford Field site. An announcement on who has won the build contract has been again delayed to June 2023, because the bidders were given an extension to the tender period. 

ITEM 6.   BD/JAN/2023:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

6.1	The working group received the updated s106 report. It is not as yet know whether Ousedale School has accepted the s106 funding which they requested for SEN provision, a canteen upgrade and some new toilets. 

  

ITEM 7. BD/JAN/2023:  s106 FUNDING - PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

7.1	The project to install new play equipment at the Kingfisher site commences  on 17th April 2023.  The project will take approximately four weeks to complete.  

7.2	There is no more s106 funding available for play area maintenance, so the clerk suggested that the Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) fund might be used to match fund further play area improvements. 

	Action: The Property and Town Planning working groups are to be asked for suggestions about where they might like to spend CIF funding, whereafter the clerk will put together a paper for the Business Development Working Group to discuss. 

7.3 	It was noted that the Lawrence Walk/Wordsworth Park has now been sold on to another developer despite its listing as Open Space Provision on the MKCC land terrier.  

ITEM 8.   BD/MAR/2023:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

MKCC solicitors have been successful at obtaining ownership of the great majority of the Dove Park which the Town Council manages but does not own.  This is due to be transferred to the Town Council as soon as possible. The Working Group considered that it was not worth continuing to pursue the remainder of this park.  It was also noted that the small area of Hopton Grove Park that was not transferred is not worth worrying about, and that the transfer of Glenwoods is still being worked on by MKCC solicitors.  The only area still of concern is the half of Lakes Lane park that is not owned by the Town Council..  
.       
ITEM 9.   BD/MAR/2023:  ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE  

It was noted that the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) have issues with funding which have led to a request to be able to sub-let the conference facility part of the site.  However, MKCC is still considering whether this would be allowed under the delegated decision to release the caravan park for the parking for this project.   

ITEM 10.   BD/MAR/2023: POLICE STATION SITE

The developers have been advised by MKCC that their application should be heard at the DCC meeting at the end of March.  As soon as the Town Council owns the community facility on the site, it can start work on costing of the projects, and invite the Historical Society to view the premises.    

ITEM 11.   BD/MAR/2023: TOURISM AND MARKETING OF THE TOWN

11.1	The working group received the revised draft Visitor Strategy prepared by Cllr Day, including amendments suggested by Cllr Winsor.  A few changes were proposed such as:
· A rewording of the description of the town as sitting outside the boundaries of Milton Keynes
· Some spelling issues

It was noted that Trip Advisor provides information about towns. 	

 It was agreed  to put the paper to all councillors to seek their views, and to pass the paper on to the CEPR and Stakeholder’s committees for action. Ultimately a decision needs to be made on whether the document is for circulation with the general public and retailers, and if so, how to make it available.  Town Talk could be used to highlight just a few bits of the strategy at a time, or a survey approach could be used.  

11.2	It was noted that Newport Pagnell is now advertised on the Destination MK website. 
[bookmark: _Hlk77674891][bookmark: _Hlk77674181]	 
ITEM 12.   BD/MAR/2023: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the February income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns. 

ITEM 13.   BD/MAR/2023:  WARMER SPACES

Additional funding is being made available from MKCC for the Warmer Spaces initiative, which will allow the Mead Centre to continue to run these sessions for part of the forthcoming year. 

ITEM 14.   BD/MAR/2023:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Items for the following agenda:

· Visitor Strategy comments
· Electronic screen. 
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.35 am.  
The date of the next meeting is 22nd May 2023.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


