Minutes of the Newport Pagnell Town Council Virtual Parks and Property Management Working Group meeting held via Zoom on Monday 3th April 2023 8.00pm
Present: Councillors Roger Hornblow (Chair), Paul Day, Mark Lombardo, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Vice Chair). 

In attendance: Shar Roselman (Town Clerk) Alison Spink (Property Officer) 
  	 
		
[bookmark: _Hlk29983590]ITEM 1 APR 2023/PPM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillor Sam Langridge was absent without apology. 

ITEM 2 APR 2023/PPM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 APR 2023/PPM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

ITEM 4 APR 2023/PPM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ANY MATTERS 
ARISING 

4.1	The minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2023 were accepted as a true and accurate record and are to be signed by the Chair.

Prop:  RH			Sec:	PW

ITEM 5 APR 2023/PPM: BUDGET REPORTS

5.1	The P&PM working group received and reviewed the variance report and income and expenditure statements provided by the Responsible Finance Officer. No issues were raised. 

ITEM 6 APR 2023/PPM: VISION/OBJECTIVES 2022/2023

TO REVIEW OBJECTIVES FROM 2022/2023

6.1	The P&PM Working group reviewed the 5-year Lifecycle Plan and understands its impact on future budgets and uses it to inform the Parks and Project Management Working Group project budget cycle. 
	Cllr Winsor advised that some work needs to be completed to clear the ditch at Westbury Lane near the Allotments to assist with flooding.  The Town Clerk advised that our contractors completed ditch works last year although not to the level required. We have ditches at the Dove, Chicheley Street Park and Lakes Lane Park.  Property Officer to review Idverde contract to establish contractual obligations in this area before requesting quotes.
	 
	 
[bookmark: _Hlk516146424]6.2	Parks and Open Spaces

6.2.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the play area action report derived from Idverde play area Risk Assessment and officer’s own inspections. 
	The Town Clerk advised that we are replacing the exercise equipment at The Dove, due to delivery timescales installation will be sometime in the summer.  The Property Officer advised that Idverde were currently painting play equipment across all parks.

6.2.2	The P&PM working group received and noted the tree report detailing the individual and grouped trees within the Parks and Play Areas.

ITEM 7 APR 2023/PPM: OFFICER’S REPORT

[bookmark: _Hlk81400951]7.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the Officers’ Report.	

[bookmark: _Hlk523310193]ITEM 8 APR 2023/PPM: CIF FUNDING

The Town Clerk advised that there will be no further S106 funding available for refurbishment of play areas, but there will be an opportunity to apply for CIF funding. Any funds requested would need to be matched by the council. The P&PM working group discussed options and requested that the Property Officer complete a report to provide details of parks which require some expenditure in the coming budget year.

Action: Property Officer to provide a report on the worse areas which require works within the parks.

ITEM 9 APR 2023/PPM: FLORA THOMPSON PARK

The P&PM working group discussed the recent social media posts suggesting installation of 
new play equipment at Flora Thompson Park. The working group agreed that a full consultation took place with residents on these parks, and no changes will be made to the decision to keep this as an open green space which was agreed following the original consultation with local residents. 
 
ITEM 10 APR 2023/PPM: UTILITIES

The P&PM working group discussed the suggestion to work with a company to provide the
Town Council with consultancy services for their buildings relating to Energy and Carbon 
Services. The working group agreed for the Property Officer to obtain two quotes.

Action: The Property Officer to obtain two quotes.



ITEM 11 APR 2023/PPM: FENCES AROUND PLAYAREAS

The P&PM working group discussed a further email from a local resident regarding installing
fences around play areas. The Town Clerk advised that there are some parks such as 
Lakes Lane, Chicheley Street and Ousebank where there are fences around the play 
equipment but the play equipment in these areas is for under-fives. Our other play areas 
are a mixture of ages and it was agreed that NPTC will adhere to the recommendations 
provided by the Play Association.

Action: The Property Officer to respond to the residents email.
  
ITEM 12 APR 2023/PPM: PHYSICAL MEETINGS

The P&PM working group discussed the options to return of physical meetings or whether to 
continue with electronic meetings. It was agreed that these meeting will remain electronic.

ITEM 13 APR 2023/PPM: VISITORS STRATEGY

The Town Clerk advised that the Business Development working group wanted to engage 
other working groups in thinking about the promotion of the town and its facilities to attract.  The P&PM working group discussed various options to include sports and events in the parks, Castle Meadow and Riverside Meadow. The Town Council currently have some 
exciting initiatives planned to include installing disabled play equipment at Kingfisher Park 
and various trail walks and children’s eco activities through the town, Ousebank Park, Castle Meadow, Riverside Meadow and Buryfield Common. 
Cllr Pearson suggested a Triathlon and Buryfield Common would be the ideal location, Cllr 
Winsor has a contact who arranges these events and will speak to him with regards to what 
is involved.

Action: Cllr Lombardo to report back to CEPR working group.
            Cllr Winsor to provide the details of his contact

ITEM 14 APR 2023/PPM: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT WORKING GROUP AGENDA
The usual items will appear on the agenda.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.47pm. 

The date of the next Property Management Working Group meeting will be on 2nd May 2023.

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.


Signed………………………………………… Date …………………………………………



