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 NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting

held on Thursday 13th April 2023 at the United Reformed Church, Newport Pagnell, 
at 7.00 pm. 

Chair:            Cllr Paul Day 
Present:        66 members of the public, including Ward Councillors of Milton Keynes Council and members of Newport Pagnell Town Council 


A member of the Newport Pagnell Bowls Club


A member of the Newport Pagnell Tennis Club


A member of the Newport Pagnell Flood Group

The Town Council’s Ranger

          The Town Clerk and Events Officers
1. 
Opening 

Cllr Paul Day opened the meeting, thanking everyone for coming, and the URC Church for the use of their venue. 

He spoke about the large range of services that the Town Council offers, including swimming and a fitness centre at Middleton Leisure Centre, sports at Willen Road Sports Ground, community centres, allotments, events, management of parks, public toilets, town floral displays and flags and neighbourhood plans.  He mentioned that whilst there were a number of things the Town Council didn’t own or manage, such as Highways, Education and Health, it had a role to play in civic leadership, and therefore became involved in issues outside of its direct responsibilities.  

The last year had been an eventful one, seeing in Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee, followed by her sad death and the appointment of the new monarch, King Charles III.  Closer to home, the Town Council has been working hard on trying to influence the MK East Development, hoping that residents of the new development would look this way when seeking entertainment, wining and dining, and local shopping, in order to help support our retailers and service providers.  We want those residents to come for one reason, and stay for another. 
There has been a national spotlight on the town with Leah Williamson OBE’s remarkable achievement in captaining the winning team in the Euros and with the achievements of our own local football club winning at Wembley Stadium. All the Newport Pagnell events during the last year have also been very successful, and it is nice to be back to normal after Covid 19.  

The Town Council in the last year has achieved the following:

· It had prepared its third Neighbourhood Plan, and started early consultations on it 

· It has opened a new allotment site at Burgess Gardens 

· It has increased parking and added a basketball court to the Youth Club

· It has risk assessed all trees in parks and on the Common, dealt with those identified as dangerous, and is now working on removal of ivy on some trees 

· It has undertaken a community exercise with local residents to plant many more trees

· It has worked with Northampton University to obtain a Stage 1 Habitat Survey and obtained some excellent advice from the University on the management of Bury Common, has improved the water retention of the site, and has planted yellow rattle seed to reduce the strength of the grass

· Over £250,000 has been spent on improving the paths in three of the Town Council parks: Kingfisher, Castle Meadow and Burgess Gardens 

· It has developed a retail map of the town – part of developing a visitor strategy to get more people to come to Newport Pagnell to use its facilities and thereby to help to maintain the vitality of the town’s retailers and service providers

· It is planning new disabled play equipment for Kingfisher Park
· It is looking to take ownership of the old Police Station site, with a view to keeping this historical asset for the town. 

· Whilst the Town Council has been disappointed that the Tickford Field Farm site has not yet had a developer appointed for the build, despite this being something that residents voted for 7 years ago, it understands that this will happen in June 2023.  In the meantime, because of the lack of developer funding from the site, the Town Council has been helping Newport Pagnell Town Football Club work towards putting in a very large bid to the Football Foundation for grant funding.  

However, the town a collection of people, not buildings, and it is the people who make the town fabulous to live in. 
2.
Minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting held on 21st April 2022 were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.   

Proposer: R. Clarke                  Seconder: I. Carman. 
3.
Simon Bates – The Town Ranger

Simon spoke about the wide range of services he undertakes for the town, including removal of fly tipping, deep cleaning of areas, litter picking on all estates, encroachment of growth onto pathways, weed control, oiling of public benches, removal of smashed glass, and cleaning street signage and name plates.  He said that he had spent a lot of his time over the last year working on the recommendations by Northampton University to remove goat willow, self-seeded poplar trees, and growth in the wet/dry balancing ponds, as these actions will help to keep the wetland meadow wet, which is of crucial importance to the site and especially important because of the hotter, dryer summers we are experiencing. He was pleased to say that even this late into spring, as a result of these actions, the wet/dry balancing ponds still have some water in them.,     
4.
Bowls Club

Cllr Day introduced Steve Goff, a member of the Bowls Club for over 40 years.  Steve spoke of the history of the game, which had first been played in Newport Pagnell in the 1600 hundreds at an old pub on the site of Cedars School.  At the time it had been a rebellious sport, and had eventually been forced to close down, only to be reintroduced in the Victoria era.  In 1905 a new club was formed, and a ladies section was introduced in 1920s, but ladies were only fully accepted into all the club games in the 1960s.  


It is a wonderful sport, allowing anyone to play on equal terms whether they are 8 or 93 years old.  The club has 80 playing members and a number of social members as well.  The club offers free taster sessions for anyone wishing to try their hand at the game and there is an open day planned for 28th May 2023. A junior academy was introduced in 2018, who played a visiting team from Hong Kong that year.  The academy is for people aged 20-25, and is a unique system now being pushed out nationally.  One of the club’s youth players is a national champion at the sport. The club coach was awarded the ‘national coach of the year’ award and the ladies teams play in several county rinks competitions.  Steve Goff himself was, in 2023, elected as the County President, all of which is evidence of the impressive commitment of the club to the game.  However, newcomers are welcome, and it doesn’t matter if you have never played bowls before.   
5.
Tennis Club


Cllr Day introduced Delia, a member of the Tennis Club. Emily told us that the club has been highly successful over the last 2 years, and now had 206 members.  As a result of Covid 19 restrictions, the club now had many more players than it used to have.  There is a full programme of coaching for junior members, and some play at County level.  Coaching sessions start with children as young as 2 ½ years. However, there is also coaching offered for adults for players at all levels, including those starting right at the beginning. There is a full programme for women, and the club has a strong social element. Some people just come for the social events.  Open social games are very friendly.  There are seven adult teams, playing at various levels, and there are opportunities to play in swap sessions so inexperienced players can also get some experience with better players, which helps them to grow at the game. Over the last year the club has installed new floodlights, and new fencing, and there is an opportunity for those who don’t necessarily wish to join a club, but just want a game of tennis, to book a court through the club’s website.  Every year an open session is held in the summer. 
6.
White Ribbon

Cllr Day spoke of the fact that the Town Council has now joined the White Ribbon charter. White Ribbon is an organisation dedicated to stopping harm to women by intervening at an early with good training and coaching to boys and men. A short video presentation of the aims of the organisation was given. 
7.
Newport Pagnell Flood Group


Chris Holroyd, and local resident and member of the Newport Pagnell Flood Group, was introduced by Cllr Day.  Chris mentioned the floods that took place on 24th December 2020.  Following that event, a local flood group was formed, consisting of a ward councillor, a town councillor and local residents.  The group has liaised with the Environment Agency, and considered the impact of the third river (the sewerage flow at Tickford Abbey) on the situation. It was believed that the incident may have had something to do with automated sluices, but that was found not to be the case, and the cause of the problem tended to be the sheer volume of rain, linked with the inability of storm drainage network in the town to cope with this, as well as the bow waves caused by people driving through the floods.  
Rolling forward, the group came up with the Newport Pagnell Flood Plan, a copy of which can be seen on the Town Council website.  Hydro bags and hydro snakes will now be stored at the Fire Station for easy access for people who need to protect their homes.  A What’s App group has been started to help people get advance warning of floods.  The group is still talking to the Environment Agency, especially about the MK East Development and the impact it may have on Newport Pagnell.  
8.
Town Awards
The following people received Citizen Awards:  

· David Wright for his volunteering work with Boy’s Brigade.

· Sarah Sharpe, Gill Salver, and Clare McNeaney for their volunteer work in administering the Newport Pagnell Chit Chat group.  

· Peter Williams on behalf of the team of volunteers at the Mead Centre, for their work in getting the project off the ground, and running the facility. 
· Pete Rogers for his volunteer work in improving the town, including painting the war memorial and other items around the town.    

Cllr Day also gave a special mention to Newport Pagnell’s own urban myth, Knitting Nana.  He thanked Knitting Nana, who is anonymous, for all the joy she brought to the town with her knitted gifts and surprises and said how delighted he was that Newport Pagnell has its own mythical creator – a second Banksy – to call our own.      
9.
Questions


The Mayor opened the floor to questions.  

Q.1
 Are there any plans to refurbish the paths at Riverside Meadow? 
A.1
 Cllr Day advised that the Town Council had hoped to undertake the path refurbishment at all the parks in the town over the last year, but the tender had come in at three times the expected amount, in part caused by huge building cost increases since Covid-19.  Riverside Meadow will get done as soon as funding becomes available.  We have a 5-year rolling schedule of all works planned.  
Q.2
What action is being taken about use of illegal drugs in town? 
A.2
Local police do come to our Town Council meetings where we discuss these kinds of issues.  We have recently taken some action to cut back shrubbery where illegal items were being hidden, on the advice of the police.  The police have now returned to a base in Newport Pagnell at the Fire Station, which should help.  However, you can also contact the local police commission for Thames Valley Police, who is the locally elected politician to voice your concerns.    

  
Q.3
 There is now only one bus per hour in Newport Pagnell? Can the Town Council press Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) to get the schedule changed. 
A.3
We do consider all forms of sustainable transport at our town planning meetings, but a large part of the problem lies in the fact that bus services are now franchised and run on a for-profit basis. Therefore even MKCC has little ability to get the schedules changed.  
Q.4
 Can you do something about the Lawrence Walk/Wordsworth Play area? It’s in a terrible state.  
A.4.
 Newport Pagnell Town Council agreed to take on all play areas that were transferred to the Council.  Unfortunately, at the time this play area was built, no one thought to require the developer to hand over the title deeds, and so it remains in private ownership.  The developer has gone bankrupt, and the administrator has sold the site on.  It has since been sold on again to a different developer on speculation.  It is the Town Council’s view that MKCC needs to press the new owner on safety issues, and invoke a charge on the owner for maintaining the site.    
Q.5
People drive down Wolverton Road twice a day at speed and race down the A509/422.
A.5
Roads and road management are a matter for Milton Keynes City Council to address. 
Q.6.
A friend of mine had an accident on the common and the ambulance could not get to her for some time. 
A.6
Simon Bates answered, noting that an ASSA lock has been put on the Lakes Lane gate so that all emergency services can enter, but the ground is not really suitable for ambulances to traverse, unless they are special countryside accessible vehicles.
 

Q.7
A major issue raised on chit chat is that Virgin are damaging local residents cars and blocking residents from getting out of their drives.
 

A.7
The Town Council certainly found City Fibre more approachable than Virgin.  However that said, people do need to go to Virgin directly for their complaints.  Cllr Clarke confirmed that he had found Virgin very approachable, and that they are willing to make special accommodation for people wishing to enter or exit their drives, by putting a ramp over the trench.  
Q.8
This year all the flowers at Castle Meadow were destroyed during the grass cut. Can we have a no-mow May for the environment? 

A.8
It really depends on the rain.  Last year was a very warm spring with little rain.  The grass grew more quickly as a result of this, and it is necessary to cut grass before the grass seeds are ripe, or it will have long term environmental consequences that can cause more damage that a cut of wildflowers.  Wildflowers do not grow where grass is allowed to become dominant through self-seeding. 

Q.9
Tickford Field Farm site is identified in the Neighbourhood Plan. It has been mentioned that this will be an Eco site in various newspapers.  Can the Town Council confirm this?   
A.9
The Town Council has not yet had to opportunity to talk to the new developer of this site, as they are only being appointed in June this year.  However, we have held recent discussions with one of the main developers on the MK East site, who confirm that there will be no gas boilers in their properties.  Cllr Clarke advised that no gas is being piped to this site.   

Cllr Garner commented that there will be an open Councillor surgery held on 28th April at the Town Council offices between 10am and 12 noon. 

The Mayor invited residents who had further questions to write these down on the forms provided

and he would answer them directly. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45 pm, and the Mayor invited residents to partake of 
refreshments. 
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