
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11th May 2023 at 11.00 am.


Present: Cllrs Ian Carman (Chair), Anne Butler, Euan Henderson, Phil Winsor, Alan Mills (non-Council member), Martin Ferns (non-Council member), Shar Roselman (Town Clerk), Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk), Leani Haim (Consultant, O’Neill Homer), Matt Jennings (Consultant, O’Neill Homer)

Before the meeting started, Cllr Ian Carman announced he was stepping down as Chair of the Working Group after the Annual Meeting of Council on 15th May. The new Chair will be Cllr Euan Henderson. Cllr Carman was thanked for all his hard work. 

ITEM 1 MAY 2023/NPIG: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence received from Cllrs Gage and Kitchen

ITEM 2 MAY 2023/NPIG:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the virtual NPIG meeting held on Thursday 23rd March 2023 were agreed as a true and correct record.

ITEM 3 MAY 2023/NPIG: NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VERSION 3 

[bookmark: _Hlk89353687]	3.1 DEVELOPMENT AND POLICY FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

3.1.1 MKCC Objections to the Neighbourhood Plan The meeting received an update from the Clerk on a discussion with MKCC regarding their objections to the current proposed plan. Ultimately, MKCC’s concerns related to the wording of the policies, rather than the content of the policies themselves. They suggested strengthening the wording in policies NP3, NP4, NP5 and NP8.

3.1.2 Policy Statements The meeting was advised that, as a result of the item above (3.1.1) and feedback from Duncan Mason, some minor changes in wording were needed. The changes do not affect the intentions of the policies but are to clarify some of the meanings.
NP2(i) – Amended to remove the sizes of commercial buildings. The Working Group agreed that the market should dictate the size of the stores at the time of development.
NP2(j) – Deleted reference of wellbeing facility being linked to local centre.
NP2(k) – Deleted “a place to scatter ashes”.
NP3(a) – Properties split out to clarify which ones are in the Primary Shopping Area as defined by MKCC. New clauses added to provide for a retained Class E use frontage.
NP3(d) – Deleted “vehicular access”.
NP4(d) – Text amended to include reference to DEFRA’s Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) metric.
NP5 – Background text needs more information on the site selection process for the AM heritage site. Which other sites were considered? Why was this particular site chosen? Town Clerk to provide information on this.

Martin Ferns and Cllr Euan Henderson left the meeting @ 12.28pm

3.1.3 Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) The meeting was advised that the SEA consultation is underway but has so far received no comments, and there is approx. 2 weeks left of the consultation. Reasonable alternatives that AECOM have proposed is to remove clause c from NP3. They will then assess the plan again without clause c and see if a different outcome is achieved. The draft SEA report will be received at the end of May (w/c 29th). 

3.1.4 Public Consultations
The meeting received the following feedback from the public consultation sessions. 60 people attended the three consultation sessions held in February and March 2023 and 18 survey responses were received as a result. 55% fully support the proposed Plan, 22% partially support the proposed Plan and 22% object to the proposed Plan. The main reason for respondents objecting (either partially or wholly) is the lack of secondary school provision and concerns over adequate healthcare facilities at the Tickford Field Farm development (NP2). Of all the policies, policies NP3, NP4, NP5 and NP11 received the most support. The feedback indicates that respondents are pleased to see existing brownfield sites being put forward and the sympathetic redevelopment of buildings out of keeping with the historic nature of the Town (NP3). Residents support the idea of setting aside land for biodiversity and retaining green open spaces (NP4). Respondents support the AM Heritage centre opening and feel it will help bring tourism and business to the Town. Respondents expressed a need and a desire for more affordable housing in the Town and expressed support for this policy (NP11). 


ITEM 4 MAY 2023/NPIG:	DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT
AGENDA Next meeting scheduled for Thursday 6th July 2023 at 11am. Cllr Carman tendered apologies in
advance.
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.	

Signed______________________________	               Date__________________________________


