Minutes of the Newport Pagnell Town Council Virtual Parks and Property Management Working Group meeting held via Zoom on Monday 2nd May 2023 8.00pm
Present: Councillors Roger Hornblow (Chair), Paul Day, Cllr Sue Garner (on behalf of Cllr Mark Lombardo), Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor (Vice Chair). 

In attendance: Shar Roselman (Town Clerk) Alison Spink (Property Officer) Anne Derrill (Milton 
Drive resident)
 	 
[bookmark: _Hlk29983590]ITEM 1 MAY 2023/PPM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillor Sam Langridge was absent without apology. 

ITEM 2 MAY 2023/PPM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 MAY 2023/PPM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Anne Derrill attended the Parks and Property management working group meeting to 
request that the working group consider installing benches at the Milton Drive memorial park.
The working group consider the points made by AD and decided to overturn the Business
Development Working Group’s decision made three years ago based on a survey which in 
which was established that four residents of Milton Drive out of a total of nine responses to the survey had asked that no benches or picnic tables be installed, as there were some fears of attracting anti-social behaviour to the park.
AD also requested the removal of thistle weed from the park.

All decisions are subject to Full Council approval.
 
Action: The Property Officer to arrange the installation of benches and discuss the removal of any thistle weed found with the Council’s Ground Maintenance contractors.  


ITEM 4 MAY 2023/PPM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ANY MATTERS 
ARISING 

4.1	The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2023 were accepted as a true and accurate record and are to be signed by the Chair.

Prop:  RH			Sec:	PW

ITEM 5 MAY 2023/PPM: BUDGET REPORTS

5.1	The P&PM working group received and reviewed the variance report and income and expenditure statements provided by the Responsible Finance Officer. No issues were raised. 

ITEM 6 MAY 2023/PPM: VISION/OBJECTIVES 2022/2023

TO REVIEW OBJECTIVES FROM 2022/2023

6.1	The P&PM Working group reviewed the 5-year Lifecycle Plan and understands its impact on future budgets and uses it to inform the Parks and Project Management Working Group project budget cycle. 
	
	The Town Clerk advised that we had received a quote to bond the tarmac surface at the Youth Centre car park for just over 30K. The working group agreed to place a hold on this work for 2 years and to feed it into the lifecycle plan in 2025. The working group agreed that the entrance to the car park will need re surfacing a lot sooner along with the gates to be refurbished or replaced.
	Action: The Property officer to obtain quotes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk516146424]6.2	Parks and Open Spaces

6.2.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the play area action report derived from Idverde play area Risk Assessment and officer’s own inspections. 
	Cllr Winsor requested an explanation of the red highlighted areas of the play equipment spreadsheet believing these to indicate high risk issues. The property officer confirmed that there were no health and safety issues and the ones highlighted in red were where parts are on order for minor repairs. The property officer agreed to use another colour to indicate action being taken.
	Action: The Property Officer to update the play equipment spreadsheet.
6.2.2	The P&PM working group received and noted the tree report detailing the individual and grouped trees within the Parks and Play Areas.
	Cllr Day requested confirmation of the action plan for Castle Meadow grass cutting following on from the resident requesting no mow May of the area at the Annual Town meeting. The Property officer advised that she had a meeting with the parks contractors and our Ranger to agree that this year the wildflower area could be left until June, as the weather had not ripened the grass seed prematurely. Some areas in the park will be cut, leaving the wildflower areas for a June cut. It was confirmed that there were no other wildflowers areas in any of the Town Council’s other parks. 

ITEM 7 MAY 2023/PPM: OFFICER’S REPORT

[bookmark: _Hlk81400951]7.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the Officers’ Report.	

[bookmark: _Hlk523310193]ITEM 8 MAY 2023/PPM: CIF FUNDING

The P&PM working group acknowledged that the Property Officer has been collating costs 
for various parks to include new equipment and surfacing, which will be presented for 
discussion at the June meeting along with an outline of the CIF process, which will only open 
again in 2024. Applications must be made by August 2023. 

ITEM 9 MAY 2023/PPM: WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND SIGNAGE 

The P&PM working group discussed the proposal to replace the signage outside Willen
Road Sports Ground. The working group agreed to place this on hold until the legals of the 
bid application had been completed, for at least six months.
Cllr Day suggested we look at options for moving location for the Leah Williamson murall to 
the Willen Road sports ground. Part of the one in the town centre has been painted over 
due to plans for the building. The Town Clerk advised that the BBC had said they would be happy to re-engage the artist once the build had demolished the mural, to paint it elsewhere. 
Options to be investigated further including WRSG.
 

ITEM 10 MAY 2023/PPM: UTILITIES

The P&PM Working group discussed the report completed by the Property Officer relating 
to energy costs for all owned buildings with a view to looking at options to reduce costs. It
was agreed that council staff are not qualified in this specific area therefore the P&PM 
working group proposed that the Council proceed with the quote received to provide the Town Council with consultancy services for a report on Council buildings relating to Energy provision and Carbon Services. It was agreed that a second quote would not be sought.  

Action: The Property Officer to instruct the agreed consultant.

ITEM 11 APR 2023/PPM: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT WORKING GROUP AGENDA
The usual items will appear on the agenda.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.48pm. 

The date of the next Property Management Working Group meeting will be on 5th June 2023.

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.


Signed………………………………………… Date …………………………………………



