NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 14th June 2023 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom.
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Sue Garner (Vice Chair)  (late arrival), Tony Oyakhire, Scott Humphries and Anne Butler.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Cllr Ian Carman
		Sam McBrearty (Carnival) 
	          
ITEM 1.  CEPR/SEPT/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllrs Mark Lombardo (chair) and Sam Langridge

ITEM 2.  CEPR/JUNE/2023:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/JUNE/2023:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Feedback was received from Cllr Carman in relation to his volunteer role at the vintage event for overseeing the vintage car show.  It was suggested in future it would be a good idea if the entrants are met as they arrive and handed their medal.  The location of Queens Avenue car park was also questioned.  Although the common was mentioned, Cllr Carman feared most classic car owners would not like to take their cars over the rough terrain.  The cavalcade was not pursued, and it was suggested that it be left of the itinerary for future. Cllr Carman advised that unfortunately he will not be able to take on this role next year.  Cllr Carman was thanked for his sterling efforts. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/JUNE/2023:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th May 2023 as a true record of that meeting.

Prop: DK  Sec: BB

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/JUNE/2023:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 1st & 2nd July.  It was reported the carnival are short on volunteers, the Town Council offered to share any Facebook posts.
Strawberry Fayre:   Event planned 18th June.  The risk assessment and insurance for hire of the Youth Club has now been received.
Soapbox Derby: 	Event planned for 23rd July 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 3rd November.  It was reported there was a financial issue due to low voluntary contributions last year.  The clerk suggested it should be a ‘paid for’ event. 
Christmas Lights:  	Event planned for 25th November  
Cultural Event:	Event planned for 9th September 

ITEM 6.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

6.1.1	Vintage Event

Cllr Bah-Pokawa thanked everyone for their involvement and said that a couple of people had remarked it was the best one yet.  The clerk reported there was a problem for residents in Queens Avenue due to the fact Ringway had not delivered and set out the cones as requested.  It was suggested that Clearwater become more involved in directing and allowing traffic to enter Queens Avenue in future as it is a very demanding post.  The clerk mentioned the complaints the Town Council received leading up to the event about the lack of disabled access.  It was reported that a temporary track could not be placed on the gravel road leading to the events area because it is not bonded gravel and every join in the temporary track would separate.  A temporary track could be put down from the Mill Street entrance which would cost around £2.9k for each event.  It was agreed to ask the property team to look into putting in a more permanent bonded gravel path. However, Cllr Humphries suggested that a better place would be from the pedestrian gate at Queen’s Avenue, which would offer a shorter track.   

The complaint regarding the wearing of German costumes was discussed.  It was agreed in future a requirement for stall holders and displays would be that no Nazi items are to be sold or displayed, but it was felt that German, Italian and Japanese costumes represent both sides of the story and should be included. It was also noted  that the one person who had been wearing a German uniform was wearing a uniform belonging to the military police, not the army.  The event has in the past displayed both British and German aircraft, and has had a German based display.  It was felt that it would not represent the events fully if these were banned and Cllr Humphries advised that a decision to ban such costumes would prevent him from expanding the event next year.       

6.1.2	The final budget from the vintage event was received. There are still some items outstanding awaiting invoices. 

	6.2	Cultural Event

	Cllr Kitchen reported they are still awaiting the outcome of a £3k funding bid from the Anson Trust, hopefully if received this event can still go ahead. The clerk advised a decision should be made by the end of the month. 

	6.3	Triathlon Event   

	6.3.1	The clerk reported she had not yet received any updates. 

	6.4	Hornbeam Cycling Park Event

	6.4.1	The clerk advised she had been approached by the MK Cycling Team regarding a collaboration cycling event with our cycle champions.  Students from Ousedale could be invited.  September would be a good time to hold this event.  Carnival welcomed the MK Cycling Team to join the Carnival parade, the clerk offered to invite them on their behalf.

	Action: The clerk to invite MK Cycling Team to join the Carnival parade.  

	ITEM 7.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: NALC STUDY VISIT

	This study visit is taking place on the 27th and 28th June.  The clerk advised that the Town Council are paying for the bus and sandwich lunches whilst other expenses are being covered by NALC.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk132967749]	ITEM 8.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: VISITOR STRATEGY

	8.1	The clerk reported that no other working groups wished to take on this project and it was agreed that the CEPR working group would adopt this strategy. 

	8.2	To hold the emerging ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ a suitable box that can be placed outside the Town Council offices, at Middleton Pool and at the Football Club has been sourced.  

	ITEM 9.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: CUCKOO IN THE NEST

  Cllr Butler reported that she has made 3 visits to the town so far.  Cllr Butler will check the items the shops have displayed in their windows on Saturday.  It was discussed to make contact with primary schools to advertise through parent mail.  Cllr Scott Humphries agreed to make the Scouts aware of the competition.  It was also agreed to advertise on Facebook. 

	ITEM 10.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: ACCOUNTS

	It was noted that the April 2023 accounts are not yet ready for viewing. 

  ITEM 11.  CEPR/JUNE/2023:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group agreed the following objectives for the new Council year:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: The play park opening to take place on Thursday 22nd June.

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2023.  Status: Complete

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2023. Status: The next surgery to take place will be on 29th July with Cllrs Humphries and Lombardo. 
[bookmark: _Hlk103266311]
Objective 4: To follow through on the Maltings project to develop and enhance the ecological trail and the Family Treasure Trail.  Status: Funding has been released and it is all going ahead. 

ITEM 12.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: PRESS RELEASES

It was agreed to do a press release for the Cuckoo in the Nest and a round up of the vintage event. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 14.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: TOWN TALK 

It was agreed to include the upcoming surgery.   

ITEM 15.  CEPR/JUNE/2023: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To receive feedback on items above. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm. The date of the next meeting is on 12th July 2023.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
