

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st June 2023 at 8.00pm, using Zoom Conferencing Facilities

Present: Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokowa (8.20pm), Ian Carman, Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor (Chairman). Also, Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk), Will Durden (Senior Project Manager, St James), Richard Barrett (Project Manager, Laing O’Rourke), Richard Fairhurst (Project Leader, Laing O’Rourke).
ITEM 1 JUN 2023/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Cllrs Garner and Butler
ITEM 2 JUN 2023/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 JUN 2023/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
To receive any questions and statements from members of the public.
· Laing O’Rourke/ St. James re: upcoming closure of A509.
The meeting was advised of the closure of the A509/London Road as part of delivery of the MKE development. The proposed closure is estimated to last for approx. 18 months (12 months for Northern carriageway, 6 months for Southern carriageway, with an additional 4 months to complete the ‘tie in’ to J14 of the M1). Initially, in August 2023 the A509 will be closed from the M1 to Pimms Stables for 3 weeks. Following this, In September 23 there will be a two-phase closure. Phase 1 for approx. 9 months is from Pimms Stabled to the Holiday Inn. This will be followed by Phase 2, a closure of London Road from the Holiday Inn to Junction 14.  

J14 itself will not be closed entirely, although there will be overnight closures and part closures. There is no funding for a new 14A junction. During the closure, L’OR intend to keep the public and stakeholders updated with quarterly drop in information sessions, newsletters, advanced notices and a mobile app (SitePodium) . There will also be 24/7 telephone and email support for any concerns or enquiries (mke.enquiries@laingorourke.co.uk).  The meeting was advised that these plans are not set in stone at this stage, MKCC still need to give the go ahead for the closures. Cllr Winsor enquired about the eastern relief road and why this could not be built at the beginning of the development. Will Durden explained that it was due to budget and cashflow, as no HIF money had been allocated for that section of road. The requirement to build the eastern perimeter road will not be effective until the completion of the 251st dwelling (approx. 2028). The meeting thanked the various representatives from Laing O’Rourke/ St. James for their time and stated that they looked forward to further dialogue on the matter. 
ITEM 4 JUN 2023/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 24th May and 7th June 2023 were agreed and approved as a true and correct record.

ITEM 5 JUN 2023/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 The Working Group considered the following planning applications and made the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:
23/01271/HOU The erection of proposed single storey rear extension and garage conversion into living accommodation, including associated alterations, 52 Richmond Way. The Working Group made no comments or objections to this application.
23/01322/DISCON Approval of details required by condition 40 (Arboricultural Method Statement) of permission ref. 21/00999/OUTEIS, Milton Keynes East Land East and West of A509 London Road. The Working Group noted this application.
23/01191/DISCON Approval of details required by condition 4 (Finished floor levels) of permission ref. 22/03104/HOU, 106 Priory Street. The Working Group noted this application.
5.2 The Working Group received the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's
Representations against MKC decisions. 
ITEM 6 JUN 2023/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following licencing applications and make the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Licencing Department: There were no licensing applications to consider.

ITEM 7 JUN 2023/TPEM: VISION AND OBJECTIVES


To review progress against the agreed objectives for 2022/23:


7.1 To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period. Nothing to report at this time.

7.2 To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.
7.2.1 The Working Group received a response from MKCC to TPEM’s request to install bollards outside Moza restaurant. MKCC have stated that they will “look into it”. The Working Group found this answer to be non-committal, and agreed to invite MKCC officers to the site to demonstrate the obstruction caused to the visibility splay by vehicles parking on the corner outside the restaurant.  
7.2.2 The Working Group received a response from MKCC re pavement parking. The email confirmed that there is currently no traffic regulation order specifically prohibiting parking on the footways on the High Street or St John Street. However, there are double yellow lines on parts of the two carriageways that cover the footway up to the highway boundary. This enables MKCC to enforce any vehicle that is parked behind a double yellow line (such as outside Jardine’s Pharmacy on the High Street). There are sections of the footway on the High Street and St John Street that are unrestricted and therefore, the enforcement Officers would not have any powers to enforce at these locations. These sections include where there is designated parking and the white zigzag road markings on the approach to the controlled crossing points (such as outside the Co-op on the High Street). The issue will be raised with the Parking Enforcement Team and the Enforcement Officers will be briefed on the matter to ensure that they carry out the necessary enforcement on any vehicle parked on the footway in contravention of the current double yellow line restrictions.
It was noted that the Speed Indicator Device had been moved to Marsh End Road, but was

still not working properly. TPEM request that the Ranger investigate.

7.3 To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.


ML raised the issue of the waste bin outside Portfield School by the bus stop. It is an MKCC waste bin that has not been emptied for over 3 weeks and is now overflowing with rubbish and dog waste bags. The bin is an eyesore and a health hazard. Deputy Clerk to enquire of MKCC about the emptying frequency and if this can be adjusted as the current service is woefully inadequate.

7.4 Global Warming. Standing item. Nothing to report currently.

7.5 To progress with Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst continuing to monitor the implementation of Version 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan. The meeting was advised that there was nothing new to report at this time. The next meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group is scheduled for Thursday 6th July 2023 at 11am.

7.6 To oversee the services provided by the Town Ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of the role subject to budgetary constraints. 


         7.6.1 The Working Group received the May report on the activities of the Ranger.

         7.6.2 The Working Group received a copy of the updated Ranger’s work schedule.
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed ……………………………………Date …………………………………………
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