NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 12th June 2023 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa (vice chair), Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair),  Euan Henderson, Diane Kitchen, Scott Humphries, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		   Cllr Chris Wardle
   
ITEM 1.  TC/JUN/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Philip Gage, Mark Lombardo, and Sue Garner.  Cllr Hornblow sent belated apologies following an accident.   Cllr Sam Langridge was absent. 

The police were unable to be present at this meeting of Council. The clerk reported significant damage to the new wheelchair swing at Kingfisher Park adding that the police had been notified. 
 
ITEM 2.  TC/JUN/2023:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

ITEM 3. TC/JUN/2023:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public although Ward Councillor Wardle did comment that the applications for the tender to construct the Tickford Field development would be considered at delegated decision on 4th July 2023. 
  
ITEM 4.  TC/JUN/2023:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on the 15th May 2023 as a true record of the meeting with a minor amendment to replace the word ‘Bobcats’ with ‘Bobicats’ and the word ‘charities’ with ‘other groups’, when referring to organisations which the Mayor was supporting this council year.    

Prop: PD	Sec: EH 

4.2	It was noted that there was a further delay by the planning authority in dealing with the planning application for the Police Station site.  The next date given by the developer is September 2023.

4.3	The Town Council has been invited to a further meeting with Ousedale School.  Cllr Henderson and the clerk will be in attendance. 

4.4	The Football Foundation (FF) remained adamant that there were only two directions of travel for the Town Council if it were to support the bid being made to the FF for grant funding for Willen Road Sports Ground. 

	Option 1
	The Town Council amends the lease to remove all clauses relating to eviction of Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC)  should the club become bankrupt.  This affects other users at the site. 

	Option 2
	The Town Council signs a guarantorship for the site, which would come into play should NPTFC become bankrupt.  Under these circumstances claw-back of the grant would be evoked, leaving the Town Council with a debt of £1M.  

	Resolved that option 2 is untenable, and that option 1 would only be supported if the site could be split by lease into those area affected by the FF grant, (AGP site and changerooms) and a separate area/lease for the rest of the site. If the FF is not prepared to accept this, then the Town Council would have no option other than to not support NPTFC’s bid to the FF though amendments to the lease, and to wait for funding from the Tickford Field Farm site to become available.   


	Prop: EH	Sec:  PW  

ITEM 5. TC/JUN/2023:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On Friday 5th May he spent several hours judging, along with Andrew Craddock from the Commoners’ Association, judging the best dressed shop window for the Coronation.   
· On Saturday 6th May he attended the Town Council’s Coronation Event on Bury Common.   
· On Sunday 7th May he and his wife visited Tickford Abbey.  
· On Tuesday 9th May he and his wife attended the King’s Garden Party at Buckingham Palace.     
· On Tuesday 16th May he and his wife attended the Carnival Pub Quiz at Moza. 
· On Wednesday 17th May he was at the MKCC annual meeting at which Cllr Mick Legg was made Mayor.   
· On Sunday 21st May he and his wife supported Newport Pagnell Town Football Club for their match in the final of the FA Vase at Wembley Stadium. 
· On Saturday 27th May he was at the Historical Society Spring Fair.  
· Also on Saturday 27th May he attended the formal opening of Diamond Dental. 
· Finally, on 27th May, he and his wife attended a community meal at the Mead Centre. 
· On Sunday 29th May, he and his wife participated in the Bowls Club Open Day event.  

The Vice Chair reported that she had attended the following events:

· On 3rd June she assisted at the Vintage Event. 
· On 25th May she attended a Quiz night  
· On 27th May she was at her launch of the Newport Pagnell ‘Community Together’ event.  
· On 25th May she attended the George Floyd memorial at Campbell Park.
· On 13th May she was invited to the MK Arts in the Park event.  
:
ITEM 6.  TCJUN/2023:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 24th May 2023.
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 10th May 2023. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 22nd May 2023
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 2nd May 2023.  
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 17th May 2023.The working group was congratulated for a wonderful Vintage Event. 
f) The Economic and Service Development meeting minutes dated 22nd May 2023.
g) The Allotment Meeting minutes dated 23rd May 2023.  Cllr Winsor opined that he felt that the minutes were wrong, and did not reflect his concern about the gates around the community orchard.  The issue will be returned to the Allotment Meeting for further discussion.  

ITEM 7.  TC/JUN/2023:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had been scheduled. 
.     
· Parish Forum Meeting – The next meeting is on 15th June 2023.    
 
· MK ALC – There was no report on this matter from Cllr Winsor.

· Education Trust – Nothing further to report.

· East/West Rail. A route has been decided, but there is still no clarity on what to do about the junctions in Milton Keynes.

· A report on the MK Forum will appear on future agendas.  

· It was confirmed that the NALC Study Visit would take place on 27th and 28th June.  Cllr Day will host the event and the clerk will be in attendance.  


[bookmark: _Hlk124847299][bookmark: _Hlk121220911]ITEM 8.  TC/JUN/2023: CORPORATE GOVERNANCE  

8.1	Council received and reviewed the report on Corporate Governance within the Council. It was noted that the Policy and Finance Working Group had examined Corporate Governance in detail, and was therefore able to advise Full Council that it was meeting its legal and fiduciary obligations for governance of the Council.   

8.2	Council received and signed off the year end accounts as prepared by the Council’s accountant for the financial year 2022/23. The Chairman also signed the financial report on the AGAR. 

8.3 	Council received the year-end internal audit report, noting that there were no issues raised by this audit. Staff were congratulated on this. 

8.4	Council received the risk review and risk register undertaken by the Policy and Finance Working Group, and considered that risk management had been properly addressed by the Council. 

8.5	 Resolved to answer in the affirmative the following Corporate Governance questions in Section 1 of the 2020/21 Annual Return, and to sign this section of AGAR:  

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements. 
2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conduct its business or manage its finances. 
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 
5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required. 
6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems. 
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from     internal and external audit. 
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements.  

Further resolved that the question on trust fund management is not applicable to the Council. 

         Prop: EH	Sec: PD    
 

ITEM 9.  TC/JUN2023: WORKING GROUP CHOICES

Resolved to approve Cllr Winsor returning as a member of the Economic and Service Development working group.

         Prop: PW	Sec: PD    


There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.55 pm. The next meeting is on 10th July 2023.  

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

