NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 17th July 2023 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor. 

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
	A local resident
	 		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/JULY/2023: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Ian Carman, Cllr Sue Garner and Cllr Paul Day.

ITEM 2.  BD/JULY/ 2023: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  BD/JULY/ 2023:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

3.1	A local resident made a statement that when the Town Council receives donations from other residents there should be no conditions attached.  The clerk advised that this is a policy matter, and that she would take the item to the Policy and Finance meeting on 31st July 2023.     

ITEM 4.  BD/JULY/2023: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd May 2023 as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop: PW 	Sec: RH

4.2	It was noted that the Newt Partnership will not be able to construct newt ponds on Bury Common, because the geographical structure of the land is not suitable.   

4.3	Moulton College, working in conjunction with Northampton University, has still not provided the butterfly survey that was undertaken on Bury Common. 

	Action: Cllr Henderson will attempt to make contact with Dr Ruth Copeland-Phillips at Northampton University to gauge the University’s further interest in Bury Common for projects such as a Stage 2 Habitat Survey and advice on the wildflower development alongside the new planting of yellow rattle seed. It may also be possible to consider alternative suggestions to shallow newt ponds as raised by the Newt Partnership.    
   
ITEM 5.  BD/JULY/2023:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Fields site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

5.1.1   The Town Council has agreed an approach whereby the lease for WRSG is separated, with one section of the facilities falling under the charge of the Football Foundation (FF) should the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC) become bankrupt during the term of their lease.  

	This would appear in principle to satisfy the demands of the FF. However, debates are still ranging about the number of parking spaces that should fall under the FF charge, and who is going to pay the FF solicitors (who are seeking payment both from NPTFC and the Town Council).  It was agreed that the Town Council should give a firm indication that it would not be paying these fees. 

	Action: The clerk to forward to Cllr Henderson the contact details of both Joe Cherrington and Kate Davidson. Cllr Henderson will try to contact one or the other of them to discuss the matter of the FF solicitors’ bills. .  

5.1.2 	An amended map for the leases is being prepared by NPTFC, following discussion with the clerk. 
	 
5.2	Development of the Tickford Field Site

	The formal appointment of a contractor for the build on this site goes to Delegated Decision at Milton Keynes City Council on 17th July, but the results will not be made available to the Town Council until 31st July 2023.   

5.2	Tickford Fields site – Bowls Club   

This project is delayed because the new developer for the Tickford Fields site will have to agree a delivery date for the funding.   


ITEM 6.   BD/JULY/2023:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

6.1	The working group received the updated s106 report. The only s106 application currently active and approved is for District Park funding for an archaeological trench and community project on Bury Common. The clerk advised that the company undertaking the dig had been appointed, and it was possible that the works may commence in September 2023.    

ITEM 7. BD/JULY/2023:  s106 FUNDING - PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

This objective has been completed as all s106 funding available for parks and play areas has been used, until the Tickford Field development comes on stream.   

ITEM 8.   BD/JULY/2023:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

It would seem that MKCC will no longer be proceeding with the redesignation of  the Westbury  Park as private open space following the clerk’s query on the legality of doing so without undertaking a consultation through the planning department. 

However, the possibly of putting in another adverse possession claim on this land has been muted, because the Council’s solicitor has advised that the Council would need to prove at least 7 years’ of management responsibility for the park, and it has only had 4 years managing this site. The next option is to try to for a Village Green application, which will mean that the land never becomes the Town Council’s but that it remains in perpetuity as a registered Village Green and so cannot be developed. 
  
Resolved to instruct the Council’s solicitors to proceed with the Village Green application. 

Prop: PW	Sec: RH  

Action: Local residents who have lived on the Poets’ estate for a long period of time to be encouraged to provide statements and evidence that illustrate their use of the park as a recreational facility. 

It was also noted that a new clause had been built into the Neighbourhood Plan V3 offering some protection for this land. 
.       
ITEM 9.   BD/SEPT/2023:  ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE  

MKCC now require the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT).to provide plans of the area to be sub-let for the conference venue at the Aston Martin Heritage Centre, including the allocated number of parking spaces for the conference facility. This is to establish a valuation on what MKCC regard as commercial premises.  The clerk has discussed this with Michael Abbott, the project manager for the AMHT.   

ITEM 10.   BD/SEPT/2023: POLICE STATION SITE

This planning application has again been delayed. It is hoped it will be heard at the September DCC meeting.   

ITEM 11.   BD/SEPT/2023: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the June income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns. 

ITEM 12.   BD/SEPT/2023:  BIODIVERSITY CONSULTANT

A biodiversity consultant with links to the Parks Trust has approached the Town Council about working on Bury Field. It was agreed that Cllr Henderson should first contact Northampton University to establish whether the Town Council has come to the end of this partnership arrangement with the university prior to any response going to the consultant.    
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ITEM 13.   BD/SEPT/2023: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No further items were suggested for the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.37 am.  

The date of the next meeting is 18th September 2023.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


