Minutes of the Newport Pagnell Town Council Virtual Parks and Property Management Working Group meeting held via Zoom on Monday 3rd July 2023 8.00pm
Present: Councillors Phil Winsor (Vice Chair) (Standing in for Cllr Roger Hornblow as Chair), Paul Day, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Sam Langridge.

In attendance: Shar Roselman (Town Clerk) Alison Spink (Property Officer) 
A local resident from Milton Drive (for part of the meeting) 
 	 

[bookmark: _Hlk29983590]ITEM 1 JUL 2023/PPM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Councillors Mark Lombardo and Roger Hornblow

ITEM 2 JUL 2023/PPM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEM 3 JUL 2023/PPM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

A local resident discussed where she would like the new benches on Milton Drive placed. 

ITEM 4 JUL 2023/PPM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND ANY MATTERS 
ARISING 

4.1	The minutes of the meeting held on 6th June 2023 were accepted as a true and accurate record and are to be signed by the Chair.

Prop:  PW			Sec:	PD

4.2	Matters Arising – for noting only.

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer logged another job with Milton 
Keynes Council with regards to the gully at the entrance of the Youth Centre.  Ref 
FS523259444.

The P&PM Working group noted that the Property Officer met with Cllr Winsor and Cllr 
Hornblow at Lakes Lane to complete a risk assessment of the wetpour.  It was agreed that 
the multi-Play and toddler slide will remain and quotes are to be requested for wetpour only.  

Action: Property Officer to complete and submit CIF Funding request up to a maximum value of £25,000 with a further £25,000 of match funding to be provided by the Town Council.  It was noted that this funding will only become available in 2024.  .

ITEM 5 JUL 2023/PPM: BUDGET REPORTS

5.1	The P&PM working group reviewed the income and expenditure statement for April and May 2023 as provided by the Responsible Finance Officer.

	The Town Clerk advised the P&PM working group that following negotiations with our Parks grounds contractors Idverde their fee will be increased by 8.7% which is below budget. 

	Cllr Winsor noted that the income was lower for one of the community centres and asked if there was any specific reason.  The Town Clerk advised that comparisons for hire charges has been made within Newport Pagnell such as Lovat Hall and The Mead Centre and found our costs were in line with theirs.

	Action: Property Officer to research hire costs in other parishes.

	Cllr Winsor requested an update on the purchase of the Buggy for the Ranger.

	Action: Property Officer to move forward with the purchase of the Buggy.

	Cllr Winsor advised that the Dog Bins around Buryfield Common had not been emptied and asked if costs came from the Buryfield budget.  The Town Clerk advised that these were emptied by the same company for all dog bins across town, other than the parks and that they fell within the remit of the TPEM Working Group. 
	
	Action: Property Officer to investigate the reasons for them not being emptied as Service Level Agreement with Marcus Young.  

 ITEM 6 JUL 2023/PPM: VISION/OBJECTIVES 2022/2023

TO REVIEW OBJECTIVES FROM 2022/2023

6.1	The P&PM Working group reviewed the 5-year Lifecycle Plan and understands its impact on future budgets and uses it to inform the Parks and Project Management Working Group project budget cycle. 
	The Town Clerk advised that there had been a number of complaints regarding wheelchair access to the common on event days.  The CEPR working group had considered the cost of a temporary track from the Mill Street entrance but this would cost in excess of  2.9k per event.  CEPR had suggested instead that the Property Working Group consider a bonded gravel track from Queen Avenue kissing gate which is the shorter route to the event space. However they would also be discussing at their next meeting whether to move the event entirely to Riverside Meadow as an alternative. This would change the nature of the event significantly.    
	Action: Property Officer to obtain a quote for the bonded gravel surfacing including a narrow track suitable for one wheelchair with a turning point at one end.  .

[bookmark: _Hlk516146424]6.2	Parks and Open Spaces

6.2.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the play area action report derived from Idverde play area Risk Assessment and officer’s own inspections. 	
6.2.2	The P&PM working group received and noted the tree report detailing the individual and grouped trees within the Parks and Play Areas. A query was raised on the red identification for area of some trees, but it was noted that this referred only to the fact that the tree was situated in a high risk area, such as over a playground, and not to any risk associated with the tree itself.  
	Cllr Winsor advised he has spoken to a company Crimewave who supply a CCTV monitoring system which could be used for hot spots within the parks. The cost was at least £15,500 per annum.   
	Action: Cllr Winsor to pass details to Property Officer for further investigation.
	
ITEM 7 JUL 2023/PPM: OFFICER’S REPORT

[bookmark: _Hlk81400951]7.1	The P&PM working group received and noted the Officers’ Report.	
[bookmark: _Hlk523310193]
ITEM 8 JUL 2023/PPM: FINANCES AND PATH REPAIRS

The Town Clerk advised there is some funding available to continue 
with the paths project focussing on the surfacing on the metal foot bridge at Riverside
Meadow and the path along the river both of which were dangerous during the winter 
months. 

Action: Property Officer to obtain quotes.

ITEM 9 JUL 2023/PPM: LETTER FROM RESIDENT RE BURY COMMON 
The P & PM working group reviewed the letter from a resident with regards to building a tree 
house within the Christmas Plantation at the common.  This was discussed and it was
agreed not to offer permission for this, based on the Health and Safety implications.  

Action: Property Officer to respond to the resident.

ITEM 10 JUL 2023/PPM: MILTON DRIVE
The P & PM Working Group reviewed the Risk Assessment completed by the Property
Officer for suitable locations for the benches at Milton Drive Park.   Locations were agreed
and the benches will be installed on a temporary 6-month basis and closely monitored by the
property team.

Action: Property Officer to arrange installation of Benches.

ITEM 11 JUN 2023/PPM: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT WORKING GROUP AGENDA
The usual items will appear on the agenda, The Property Officer requested an item for the
next agenda on behalf of Cllr Hornblow following a letter he received from a resident requesting a bench on Buryfield Common at one of the Lakes Lane entrances.  .

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.40pm. 
The date of the next Property Management Working Group meeting will be on 4th September 2023.

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.


Signed………………………………………… Date …………………………………………



