NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 10th July 2023 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa (vice chair),  Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair),  Diane Kitchen, Roger Hornblow, Scott Humphries, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		   Cllr Chris Wardle, Ward Councillor for MKCC 
	   Three residents from Lathbury Parish Council
	   Two representatives of the Bury Commoners’ Association 
PCSO Terry Rhodes (Newport Pagnell) and PCSO David Huckle   (rural north)
   
ITEM 1.  TC/JUL/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Ian Carman, Philip Gage, Euan Henderson and  Mark Lombardo. Cllr Sue Garner was absent. 

1.2	PCSO Rhodes advised that the main priorities for the police in Newport Pagnell at the moment are anti-social behaviour issues.  Caldecotte Street, Kingfisher Park, the Dove Park, Ousebank Gardens and the Beach area were all of concern and monitored regularly. 

There has also been a rise in off-road motorbikes.  At present the police are still gathering intelligence on this matter as, to date, it has not been possible to obtain registration details. He spoke about the dedicated weekend vehicle team dealing with traffic issues, including noise, but said that there was only a team of 5, and there had been many concerns across MK.  

PCSP Rhodes was also working alongside Cllr Humphries on the new social media connections with retailers in the town. This was providing a data base of evidence for the police. 

He was aware of the local church being set on fire; an issue raised by Cllr Clarke. He advised that PCSO Travis had not as yet been replaced, and there remained other staff shortages too.  

He stated that he had visited the beach but had not had cause to evoke the Public Space Protection Order during his visits, as there had been no evidence of drugs or alcohol. There had been around 100 teenagers using the site, and a few adults. He advised the residents of Lathbury that the more issues are reported to the police, the more resources can be allocated to a particular problem, and stated that the young people jumping into the river had not entered via the beach, but rather by jumping off a hill into the water.      
 
ITEM 2.  TC/JUL/2023:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

ITEM 3. TC/JUN/2023:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Cllr James Fishwick, the chair of Lathbury Parish Council, raised an issue with Council.  Over the past four summers there had been a significant increase in anti-social behaviour from people using the beach area in Newport Pagnell.  This included noise, litter, defecation and injury and he mentioned that two children had recently got into difficulties in the water and an adult at the beach had jumped into the river to draw them back to the shallow beach area.  He said that the life buoy was regularly found on the Lathbury side of the river, as teenagers used it to climb the trees.  He felt that it was difficult for police to attend the site, since they did not have a suitable vehicle for traversing the common anywhere near Newport Pagnell, although police to have access to the coded lock system on the gate. A local resident was deeply disturbed by the noise and intrusion onto his property. Cllr James Fishwick believed that the bank down to the beach area had only been created by the local stockman some 40 years ago, when cattle grazed the common.  However, this was disputed by several councillors who recalled swimming at that site when they were children, and who stated that alluvial sand had always been a natural part of the river, although the amount of sand had increased when a large willow had come down many years ago.  Cllr Day asked what Lathbury Parish or the local resident had done to solve the difficulty.  Cllr Fishwick mentioned that the local resident had put up ‘no trespass’ signs, which had been torn down, had planted a row of prickly plants and had removed some lower branches  to deter tree climbing, but to no avail.  He said that the local resident had not erected a fence, because a fencing contractor had advised that a fence near the river would erode, and eventually come down.  However, the clerk suggested that it would be possible to position a palisade fence beyond the tree line. Cllr Fishwick’s opinion was that the solution was for the Town Council to fill in the beach area, so that people could no longer use it. 

Andrew Craddock spoke on behalf of the Bury Commoners’ Association, explaining that the Commoners’ were keen to have people using Bury Common.  However he was concerned about trespass on the other side of the river.  He said he could remember learning to swim there some 70 years ago, and that it was a facility local people valued.  He spoke of the toothpaste effect saying that if the beach was removed, it would only move the problem elsewhere along the same river edge.  

Cllr Phil Winsor opined that people could simply use the public footpath on the Lathbury side to get within 100 meters of the river, then cross over private land to reach the river.  This would mean even more unwanted visitors for Lathbury Parish. 

Cllr Day said that it would not be possible to solve the entire issue at that time, and that it may need several complimentary solutions, for example he had researched lifesaving rings that were housed in a protected box with an access code available by phone and that should stop it being misused. Overall, it should be clear the council is encouraging townsfolk to make responsible use of the common, which is a valued part of town.  It is only irresponsible and anti-social behaviour, which is a problem and, as with other locations, it is that which needs to be addressed  The issues would go forward for discussion at the Town Council Parks and Property working group, and would also be discussed with the Commoners’ Association at the meetings held with them.  He thanked everyone for attending the meeting, saying that he felt all now had a better understanding of the situation.    
  
ITEM 4.  TC/JUN/2023:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 12th June 2023 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: DK	Sec: RC 

4.2	The clerk provided an update on behalf of Cllr Henderson, regarding the last meeting with Ousedale School.  It was noted that there is an anticipated oversupply of additional children entering the secondary school system in this area for the next few years, after which this problem is predicted to diminish by the Education Department at MKCC.  The head at Ousedale School is interested in redevelopment of the school which he believes is aging and is looking for opportunities and sites to rebuild the school. School admission criteria was discussed.  

4.3	Slight progress has been made on Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s application to the FF, in that a split of the facilities may remove some of the onerous conditions of the charge the FF wish to levy on the property. It was important that when the final agreement is signed, there is a time limit attached to the charge or a means of extraction.  


ITEM 5. TC/JUN/2023:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On Friday 2nd June he and his wife attended the official launch of Milton Keynes City Television.  
· On Saturday 3rd June he and his wife were at the Vintage Day Event, and gave out prizes for the best dressed in costumes, best car and best shop window.   
· On Sunday 4th June he and his wife supported the BobiCats under 14 team at a football tournament for the inclusive league.    
· On Tuesday 13th June he and his wife joined civic leaders from across Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire to hear from Southeast Reserves Forces and Cadets Association.      
· On Thursday 15th June he and his wife attended an event organised by the Cowper and Newton Museum, featuring visually impaired singers.  
· On Saturday 17th June, he and his wife were at the reopening of the Scout Hall that had previously been damaged by flooding.   
· On 17 & 18th June he and his wife presented the trophies at the football tournament for Youth Teams.  
· On Sunday 18th June he and his wife opened the Strawberry Fayre.   
· On Monday 19th June he and his wife attended the Armed Forces flag raising at CMK to mark the start of Armed Forces week. 
· On Tuesday and Wednesday, 27 & 28th June, he hosted the NALC Larger Council’s Committee Study Visit.   
· On Friday 30th June he and his wife attended the Green Park School Summer Fayre.  

The Vice Chair reported that she had attended the following events:

· On 2nd July she attended the Carnival as part of the volunteering group for parking, cleaning and other activities.  
· On 1st July she was at the African Diaspora Festiva in Campbell Park.   
· On 22nd June she represented the Mayor and the Town at the Refugee Day at Portfields School to celebrate the school being the first to win School of Sanctuary status in MK.   
· On 17th June she was at the Bedfordshire ABF Soldiers’ Charity event. 
· On 15th June she attended the Parish Forum meeting at MKCC Civic Chambers.   
:
ITEM 6.  TCJUN/2023:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 21st June 2023.
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 7th June 2023. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 26th June 2023
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 5th June 2023.  
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 14th June 2023. Cllr Winsor again expressed his distaste for the Vintage Event in relation to its focus on the 1940s and the war and post war years.  However, three councillors disagreed with this view, stating that it was important to remember the war, ‘lest we forget’ and that 80 years after the war there should be no remaining rancour against the German people.  All agreed that any Nazi symbolism should be excluded from the event, and the CEPR working group were asked to ensure this happened through effective procedures.  
Cllr Bah-Pokawa advised that a further £1,000 in funding had been received for the Cultural Event, but that this was not enough for it to take place. 
f) The Allotment Meeting minutes dated 20th June 2023.   

ITEM 7.  TC/JUN/2023:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – No meetings had been scheduled. 
.     
· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Winsor advised that Nick Hannon had given a presentation at the Parish Forum on the new Waste Delivery contract run through Suez, and the new Landscaping contract delivered through Suez’s sub-contractor, Glendale.  James Williamson had given a presentation on s106 funding. .    
 
· MK ALC – This meeting takes place next week. 

· Education Trust – Nothing further report.

· East/West Rail. Cllr Winsor asked if the Council still wanted him to attend these meetings, as all the focus would be on the Woburn Sands area, where the details were as yet unplanned.  It was confirmed that there was still interest in him attending the meetings.  

· There were no updates on MK forum.  

· Cllr Day advised that the NALC Study Visit had been very successful, with several of the attendees from councils larger than this one saying how impressed they were with the Town Council’s range of services.  Town Councillors are encouraged to express an interest in attending next year’s study visit in the Bristol area.    


[bookmark: _Hlk124847299][bookmark: _Hlk121220911]ITEM 8.  TC/JUL/2023: NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

Council received the latest policies of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan V3, as recommended by NPIG.  

Resolved to approve all the policies to go forward to the Regulation 14 consultation with one amendment: to remove the words ‘which does not have a direct road frontage’ from policy NP 1 B.  

Prop: PW	Sec: RC

It was strongly felt by the majority of members of the Town Council that these words watered down the intention of the policy, which is intended to not allow back or side garden development.  The reasons for this are that Newport Pagnell has a strongly defined set of characteristics about density, character and setting, which include residential gardens.  The 2020 Newport Pagnell Design Study illustrates these characteristics and this policy seeks to ensure that the prevailing characteristics of the area are retained. Any applicant for such development must demonstrate why it would be acceptable to not have regard to the 2020 Newport Pagnell Design Study.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.30 pm. The next meeting is on 11th September 2023.  

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

