NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 18th September 2023 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Euan Henderson (Chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor. 

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
	
	 		 	 
ITEM 1.   BD/SEPT/2023: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Ian Carman and Cllr Paul Day. Cllr Garner was absent without apology. 

ITEM 2.  BD/SEPT/ 2023: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  BD/SEPT/ 2023:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

3.1	There were no questions raised at this meeting.      

ITEM 4.  BD/SEPT /2023: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17th July 2023 as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop: PW 	Sec: RH

4.2	An update was received on the meeting held with Northampton University about further ecological works on Bury Common.  Martin Ferns has kindly agreed to undertake the bat survey on the common. The Town Council is  awaiting information from the university about possible initiatives to introduce more water onto the common, if a suitable source can be found to feed a small lake or some ponds. 

4.3  	Discussions will also be held with Mr Dickenson, Wildlife Consultant, at the next meeting. 

   
ITEM 5.  BD/SEPT/2023:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Fields site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

The Town Council’s solicitor has still not had agreement from the Football Foundation for the proposed split of the lease.  There is a meeting planned between the football club and Cllr Henderson and the clerk for the forthcoming week to iron out issues with respect to the bid.  
	 
5.2	Development of the Tickford Field Site

	The Vistry Group has been appointed as the developer for the Tickford Fields site.  The clerk has attempted to set up a meeting with the group, but the technical director has yet to make contact with the Town Council.   

5.3	Tickford Fields site – Bowls Club   

This project is delayed until funding becomes available to appoint a consultant. .   


ITEM 6.   BD/SEPT/2023:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

6.1	The working group received the updated s106 report.  Funding has been received for the archaeological dig on the Common, but concerns were raised by the clerk that this funding must be spent by April 2024.  Nick Crank, however, is planning the project for the summer of 2024 which will be too late. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145933519]	Action: Cllr Kitchen to raise this at a meeting of the Bury Commoners’ Association.  

6.2   	A sum of £8,930.32 now remains in s106 funding for district parks.  It was agreed that this can help to fund the wheelchair access route onto Bury Common.  

 	Action: The clerk to apply for this funding. 
ITEM 7. BD/SEPT/2023:  s106 FUNDING - PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

This objective has been completed as all s106 funding available for parks and play areas has been used, until the Tickford Field development comes on stream.   

ITEM 8.   BD/SEPT/2023:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

The Town Council’s solicitor has now received 31 statements and 11 pictures dating back 20 years showing use of the park adjacent to Lakes Lane (previously known as Westbury Lane Park.). She is making an application for this land to become a Village Green. 

Town Council officers, and particularly the Property Team, were thanked for their sterling efforts in rallying residents to get such a good response to this initiative.  It is hoped that the application is successful.  

Action: The clerk will nominate the Property Team for an Award through BALC.  
       
ITEM 9.   BD/SEPT/2023:  ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE   

The Aston Martin Heritage Trust has submitted new plans to Ed Palmieri, detailing the area that will be used ‘commercially’ for accommodation.    

ITEM 10.   BD/SEPT/2023: POLICE STATION SITE

This planning application has now been turned down by the planning authority.  The developers have notified the Town Council of their intentions for future action.     

ITEM 11.   BD/SEPT/2023: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the July income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns. 

ITEM 12.   BD/SEPT/2023:  TOWN REGENERATION 

A proposal was received from Mike King regarding town benchmarking as an aid to the High Street, with a view to kickstarting a new Business Association.  It was agreed by members that there is little point in this initiative, given the general lack of interest by businesses in working together. 

It was suggested that the CEPR working group instead request additional funding to reprint the Town Retail Map, and distribute it widely, as it was felt that this would bring more people to the town centre.   

It was also decided for the same reason that the Town Council should not apply for membership of the Rural Services Network. 

Action: The clerk to inform both the above organisations about the decisions.   
[bookmark: _Hlk77674891][bookmark: _Hlk77674181]	 
ITEM 13.   BD/SEPT/2023: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No additional items were suggested for the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.15 am.  

The date of the next meeting is 20th November 2023.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


