NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th September 2023 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Binta Bah-Pokawa (vice chair), Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair),  Diane Kitchen, Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		  A resident of Milton Keynes representing Neighbourhood Watch. 
	     
ITEM 1.  TC/SEPT/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Butler, Scott Humphries, Philip Gage, Mark Lombardo and Richard Pearson. 

1.2	PCSO Rhodes was not present at the meeting so there was no police report.  
 
ITEM 2.  TC/SEPT/2023:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

ITEM 3. TC/SEPT/2023:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Nick King, chair of the MK Neighbourhood Watch Association, spoke about the value of Neighbourhood Watch in an area.  Neighbourhood Watch has been in operation for 41 years and over that time, the role has changed, with the internet bringing new opportunities for the scheme.  For example, it is of great benefit getting more people to sign up to the Police Alert Scheme, because this tells the police about homes that offer CCTV coverage, or electronic doorbells.  Crimes in the area can be solved by linking up the police with residents who may hold relevant footage of incidents.  Neighbourhood Watch schemes could help to advise people of the advantages of registering with the Police Alert Scheme.  Apart from the resident alert scheme there are also schemes such as business alert, dog alert and pub watch, but Nick King admitted that the police need to do more to ensure that the alert messages are relevant to local people.  There are currently some 6 Neighbourhood Watch schemes active in Newport Pagnell and around 10 that are inactive.  Over 900 people in Newport Pagnell are getting police alert messages.  There is national evidence that active Neighbourhood Watch areas do have less crime than those without such schemes. He said that the police had offered funding for new Neighbourhood Watch signage, and explained the impact that new signs have on a neighbourhood. The role that Neighbourhood watch champions can play in a local area/street was discussed.  Whilst a lot of the work is now electronic, such interpersonal connections with neighbours that champions could bring are vital to the scheme.  

The Town Council agreed to put another article into Town Talk about the scheme, and invited Nick King to have a stall at the Farmer’s Market.  It was also recommended that a stall is taken at the Christmas Lights event, and at the Carnival event, as these attract huge crowds.  
  
ITEM 4.  TC/SEPT/2023:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 10th July 2023 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: IC	Sec: RH

4.2	It was noted that whilst the planning application for the AGP at WRSG has now been submitted, there has been no further progress between solicitors on sorting out the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s application to the Football Foundation for funding.  

	Cllr Henderson and the clerk are meeting with the Football Club in the forthcoming week. 

	Action:  It was agreed that the Town Clerk should try to set up an appointment with Vistry House Building, to discuss their timetable in relation to the build of the Tickford Field site, particularly in relation to funding for WRSG.  

4.3	The Planning department at MKCC has rejected Churchill’s planning application for the police station site on the following grounds: 
· no agreement over viability/s106 funding 
· concerns over a small corner of the site falling into the floodplain
· concerns that the Town Council’s usage of the old police station site would not be a community use, despite the Town Council being a fully mandated parish council. 
· lack of evidence that housing of this kind in needed, even though the MKCC 2017 Housing Needs Analysis points to exactly this need. 

It was established that the Conservative Ward Councillors had approached the Planning department to request that the application go to DCC for determination rather than being a delegated decision, but the request had been turned down because it was said that this should have been made during the consultation period which finished well over a year ago. Conditions have changed at the site, with vandalism and fires being set in the historical building since the consultation was concluded. New policies will make it even harder in future for Ward Councillors to call-in planning decisions to DCC, because approval of the chair of DCC will now also be needed.  

Churchill Developers are left with three options:
· Reapply with new plans for the site, after reworking their viability issues
· Go to appeal
· Sell the site on.   
It is not known as yet what they will do.  
   
4.4	It was further noted that the Wetherspoons site is now up for sale. 


ITEM 5. TC/SEPT/2023:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On 1st and 2nd July, he and his wife attended the Newport Pagnell Carnival. .  
· On Friday 6th July he and his wife were able to wish happy birthday to a centenarian at the Limes.    
· On Friday 14th July he and his wife officially started the fundraising walk organised by the Buckinghamshire Freemasons.   
· On the evening of Friday 14th July, he and his wife were at the ‘Training Ship Waddon’ – a parade of Sea and Royal Marine Cadets based on Kiln Farm.      
· On Friday 21st July he and his wife attended the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s Awards evening.   
· On Saturday 22nd July he and his wife went to the Dunstable fundraising coffee morning.    
· On Sunday 23rd July he and his wife joined Age UK Milton Keynes in celebrating their 45th anniversary.  
· On Saturday 5th August he and his wife attended the charity tea for the Mayor of Houton Regis.   
· On Friday 18th August he and his wife joined the Mayor of Dunstable at her charity quiz night. 
· On Friday 25th August he and his wife officially opened the new offices for a local business.    

The Vice Chair reported that she had attended the following events:

· On 27th August she attended the Fullah Progressive Union’s first family picnic.  
· On.17th August she attended the Parish Action Group meeting, which sets the agenda for the Parish Forum.    
· On 20th August she was invited to ASA café to attend the ‘Men and Women in Business’ event to showcase African diaspora fashion, food and crafts.   
· On 21st July she attended the Afghan photographic exhibition at the Mead Centre.   
· On 15th July  she was at the NP Singers choral evening at St Peter and St Paul’s Church. 
· On 9th July she attended the Amazing Grace Community Orchard Tour in Olney.  
:
ITEM 6.  TC/SEPT/2023:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 19th July and 23rd August.  Cllr Henderson asked about the visit by Grand Union Housing to the meeting. It was established that the land referred to during that meeting is outside of Newport Pagnell and that TPEM had not supported the build of units on that site. 
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 5th July and 9th August 2023. It was agreed that TPEM would again raise the issue of Westler’s Garage, with a view to writing to MKCC to ask about enforcement on this site as it has been two years since anything was last done.  
Action: The item to be raised on the TPEM agenda.  
The Town Clerk to raise this matter at the clerk/planning dept. meeting in the forthcoming week. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 31st July 2023. 
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 3rd  July 2023. Cllr Henderson asked for clarification of the works to be done at Riverside Meadow.  
Action: The clerk to send out the red line title deed plan to all councillors to clarify the area of land that belongs to the Town Council, and to show the area of land that is the responsibility of MKCC.    
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 13th July 2023. 
f) The Allotment Meeting minutes dated 19th July 2023.
g) The Economic and Service Development meeting dated 17th July 2023.    

ITEM 7.  TC/SEPT/2023:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – Next meeting scheduled for 18th September.
.     
· Parish Forum Meeting – the minutes of this meeting were received.     
 
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor had nothing to report on these meetings. 

· Education Trust – One grant has been issued. 

· MK Forum. Apart from letters pertaining to central Milton Keynes, there had been no correspondence from MK Forum.   

· East/West Rail.  Cllr Winsor reported that he had asked questions pertaining to the Northampton rail plans, and how they were to be taken into account by the East/West Rail planners. 
 

· Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa and Garner have been nominated to attend next year’s NALC study visit in the Bristol area.  
· The clerk gave an update on the last NALC meeting held in London. There were three issues of importance to the Town Council:
· The possibility that NALC would be granted the powers to undertake parish boundary reviews, under the Localism Act.
· The fact that the ability to hold hybrid/electronic meetings was still an element of the proposed Localism legislation, and hadn’t been removed.  This was supported by a new survey undertaken by the LGA which showed that 90% of respondents wanted the ability to hold hybrid meetings. 
· Martyn’s Law, which is scheduled to come into effect in December 2023. It had been agreed by all user groups at the Youth Club that they would not have 100 or more visitors to the site, and their normal usage was well below this.  Preparations are being made by officers to complete terrorism risk assessments on this building, and subsequent terrorism plans, which will include the conditions of hire reflecting occupancy below the lowest tier of the law.  The clerk confirmed that even though Town Council events fell outside the scope of this new legislation, she had already included risks pertaining to terrorism in the risk assessments.  Some user groups of open spaces would be affected by Martyn’s law.  These included the Carnival, the Fireworks Event and the Strawberry Fayre.  The CEPR working group would communicate with these groups. Both Middleton Leisure Centre and Willen Road Sports ground leasees would be affected by the legislation.  Cllr Winsor cautioned that the legislation has not as yet been ‘made’ and may therefore change before its introduction into law.   
   
· The minutes of the Ward Councillor meeting held in August 2023 were received. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124847299][bookmark: _Hlk121220911]ITEM 8.  TC/SEPT/2023: BOUNDARY ISSUES   

It was agreed that now is not the opportune time to be following up concerns about a boundary review for MK East.  It seems that the Berkeley part of the development has been delayed because of viability concerns, and Cllr Day reported that Cllr Carr may well be coming around to the same view as that held by the Town Council about the parish boundaries for this area. 

ITEM 9.  TC/SEPT/2023: GOVERNANCE AND ANNUAL REPORT 

9.1	The external audit was received and it was noted that there is a small qualification in the audit, owing to the order in which Governance and year end AGAR accounts appear on the agenda and minutes.  The clerk apologised  for this error. 

9.2	The Annual Report was approved save only for the section on the activities of the CEPR working group.

	Action: The clerk is to tidy up any repeated items in the report, and to write up the section detailing the activities of the CEPR working group for approval by the vice-chair of that group, before issuing the Annual Report. 

ITEM 10.  TC/SEPT/2023: MKE HIGHWAYS CLOSURE

The impact of the proposed year-long closure of the A509 on Newport Pagnell was discussed, and it was felt that this would be hugely significant, both to business trade and to local residents.  It will be extremely difficult to exit Newport Pagnell onto the A509 either at Tickford Street or at Willen Road, without at least some form of temporary traffic light being operational during peak traffic hours.  A concern was also raised by Cllr Clarke that if this year-long closure took place at the same time as the proposed closure of part of Tongwell Street to allow for the Eastern Relief road’s exit onto Tongwell Street, entry into Newport Pagnell from the south would become impossible. 

Action: The clerk to draft a letter for Cllr Day to send to the CEO of MKCC.   

ITEM 11.  TC/SEPT/2023:
There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.32 pm. The next meeting is on 11th September 2023.  

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

