NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 20th November 2023 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Euan Henderson (Chair), Sue Garner, Diane Kitchen, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor. 

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk
		 		 	 

ITEM 1.   BD/NOV/2023: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Sue Garner and Cllr Paul Day. Cllr Roger Hornblow was absent without apology. 

Lewis Dickenson sent his apologies as a health condition had left him unable to speak at the meeting.  The Council will meet with him at a later date. 

Allison Colls and Lucy Hurd of Age Concern UK gave apologies about their discussion on social prescribing, as their connection was unstable.  A further meeting will be arranged with them.


ITEM 2.  BD/NOV/ 2023: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         


ITEM 3.  BD/NOV/ 2023:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

3.1	There were no questions raised at this meeting. However, the clerk reported that she had recently met with a local business who works on projects in relation to applications to the Higher Stewardship fund from the Rural Payments Agency, which fund helps to cover the cost of projects on Bury Common  It is possible that the Town Council will be able to extend its existing Higher Level agreement with the Rural Payments Agency, which is due to end in 2024.  However, even if it can be extended, at some time it will have to be renewed and a new application will need to be made.  To help prepare for this the clerk was advised that Natural England is the best place to go for free advice. It was noted that the Basic Payment scheme is dissolving, and only has a short time to run.  After that no more applications can be made under this scheme. It may be possible to increase the scope of the Higher Level Stewardship Agreement, and to receive both capital and income payments.  

	Action: It was agreed that the clerk should arrange a meeting with Natural England at some time in 2024 or 2025, once it is known if the Higher Level Stewardship Agreement can be extended for a period.    

3.2	The Council has received notification of a small police museum, containing Newport Pagnell artifacts, which is seeking a home. It is not possible to accommodate this at present in Council facilities but should it become possible to take on ownership of the Police Station site then the Town Council may well be able to organise a suitable facility to display these artifacts.  The clerk will reply to the applicant accordingly.

3.3	A request was received from a local funeral director that the land on the west side of the extended car park between the car park and the cemetery be made available for burials.  It was agreed that the Town Council will arrange an appointment with Angela Abbott of Cemetery Services at Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) to discuss the feasibility of this before the matter is discussed with the leaseholders, Places Leisure.    

[bookmark: _Hlk151455590]	Action: The clerk to arrange a meeting with Angela Abbott.        


ITEM 4.  BD/NOV /2023: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18th September 2023 as a correct record of the meetings. 

Prop: PW 	Sec: DK

4.2	It was noted that the bat survey on Bury Common had been completed. 
   

ITEM 5.  BD/NOV/2023:  SPORTS PROVISION  

Objective: To continue to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan delivers adequate sports provision for the town both at Willen Road Sports Ground and on the Tickford Field site. 

5.1	Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) 

A two lease solution has now been agreed with the Football Foundation (FF) and the leases are being drawn up by the Town Council solicitor.  Plans are being provided for these new leases by the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club. 

The planning application for the AGP and refurbishment works to the pavilion will be considered in December by MKCC.  

The clerk is awaiting two quotes for refurbishment of the pavilion as well as information about the total project price, so that she can make application for approximately £500,000 of s106 funding for improvements to these changing rooms.    
	 
5.2	Development of the Tickford Field Site

	The Vistry Group has met with the Town Council, and provided a provisional start date for ‘first dig’ of the site. Cllr Winsor expressed puzzlement about how the various funds would be allocated across the Willen Road Sports Ground site.  The clerk explained that the FF bid, should it be successful, would be spent on the new Artificial Grass Pitch, with around £100,000 going towards the refurbishment of the existing changing pavilion.  The Town Council is requesting s106 funding to the value of circa £500,000, which will contribute the balance to the existing changing room refurbishment.  The funding from Vistry, on ‘first dig’ will be approximately £2M plus index linking. This would go towards two further new changing rooms on site, one for the cricket and tennis clubs, and one for further football use.  The latter pavilion will include some football academy rooms.  This funding will also be used to improve the car park, to effect better drainage for the grass pitches, to create the link road to the site southeast of WRSG and to put up better quality fencing and signage at the site.  No costings on this latter project will be commissioned until closer to the time when the circa £2M funding is likely to become available, as they would be out of date if the Council paid for them to be assessed now.   

5.3	Tickford Fields site – Bowls Club   

This project is delayed until funding becomes available to appoint a consultant.   

ITEM 6.   BD/NOV/2023:  S106 FUNDING GENERAL 

Objective: To continue to set out priority s106 projects and to develop fully worked plans for this funding for early submission to the Planning Obligation Officer. 

6.1	The working group received the updated s106 report.  The deadline for completing the archaeological dig on Bury Common has now been extended by MKCC to the summer of 2024. 

6.2   	The Commonholders have requested that the wheelchair access path on Bury Common be constructed of bonded gravel rather than tarmac.  The Property Working Group will assess the quotes for this once they come in, and chose a contractor, whereafter the Town Clerk will apply for the remaining £8,930.32 of s106 funding for district parks to go towards the project. 

 	Action: The clerk to apply for this funding.
 

ITEM 7. BD/NOV/2023:  s106 FUNDING - PARKS AND PLAY AREAS 

This objective has been completed as all s106 funding available for parks and play areas has been used, until the Tickford Field development funding becomes available.   


ITEM 8.   BD/NOV/2023:  TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS 

The application for the land at Westbury Park to become a Village Green has now been made. The decision is to be taken by the MKCC Rights of Way department, and is likely to take at least three months.   

Councillors discussed what action, if any, should be taken in relation to the Lawrence Walk/Wordsworth Park, but decided it could not make any progress on this matter until the decision on Westbury Park has been made.  

       
ITEM 9.   BD/NOV/2023:  ASTON MARTIN HERITAGE CENTRE   

An email was received from Ed Palmieri indicating that he had now appointed a valuer for the old Caravan Park site.  However, concerns were raised that the valuer appeared to believe he was also valuing the old allotment site.  

Action: The clerk to address the matter with Ed Palmieri.    





ITEM 10.   BD/NOV/2023: POLICE STATION SITE

It was noted that Churchill developers are still discussing site costs with the police, and that an appeal lodged after that would take at least nine months to complete. However, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group had agreed that a further meeting with Churchill developers should be sought in order to make this site a formal allocation in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan V3, which should help to address many of the planning objections raised by MKCC to the development.        


ITEM 11.   BD/NOV/2023: FINANCE 

Members reviewed the September income and expenditure statements, noting that there were no concerns. There are still some large costs for lease preparation for Willen Road Sports Ground to be paid.  


ITEM 12.   BD/NOV/2023:  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items suggested for the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.17 am.  

The date of the next meeting is 22nd January 2024.    


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


