NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 13th November 2023 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa (vice chair), Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Sue Garner, Diane Kitchen, Roger Hornblow, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		  Cllr Chris Wardle – Newport Pagnell North Ward Councillor 
	     
ITEM 1.  TC/NOV/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Scott Humphries, Philip Gage and Euan Henderson. The Town Council offered condolences to Cllr Bah-Pokawa on the passing of her husband.  

1.2	PCSO Rhodes attended the meeting on behalf of the police. He advised that crime was changing with the seasons, and that whilst summer had seen an influx of ASB and drug dealing activities, the colder weather brought burglaries and vehicle theft.  The Co-Op has been plagued by shoplifting from a particular person, and there have been several burglaries in the last week.  Three PCSOs had left recently, leaving Terry covering the north area of MK on his own. He apologised for not being able to attend more Council meetings recently, owing to his rigid shift pattern and lack of cover.  However a new PCSO is expected to join the team in December, and two more in February.  New funding may bring a new PC into the area.   Cllr Winsor asked about racing and illegal exhausts on the highway.  PCSO Rhodes advised that the police do not have the resource to deal with vehicular infringements, but that there are dedicated teams working in conjunction with MKCC (who lead on this initiative) to stop racing vehicles that generate a lot of noise and a risk of collision. There are over 2000 vehicles entering the MK area every weekend, so the team has its work cut out in dealing with all issues.  They do attend Newport Pagnell highways from time to time.  PCSO Rhodes was asked if video evidence could be used to convict people.  He confirmed that some video evidence had led to people being issued a caution.   
 
ITEM 2.  TC/NOV/2023:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

ITEM 3. TC/NOV/2023:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  
 
ITEM 4.  TC/NOV /2023:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 9th October 2023 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: PW	Sec: SG

4.2	In the absence of Cllr Henderson, the clerk explained that the Football Foundation (FF) had now given formal agreement to accept a two lease solution for WRSG.  She was working with the Council solicitor on preparing these two complicated new leases.  
	She was still awaiting the quotes on the changing facilities refurbishment at WRSG as well as the total price of the project from Newport Pagnell Town Football Club before she could make the necessary s106 application to release funding.  
	Finally, with respect to the planning application for WRSG it appears as though it may be possible to work towards a planning condition to limit the number of attendees at any one time, which will overcome the planning authority’s concerns about the parking in the planning application.  
	  
4.3	Notes of a meeting with the Vistry Group were received.  

4.4	A response was received from MKCC to the second letter written by the Town Council about the extended closure of the A509/London Road. The response was noted. 

4.5	Councillors were advised that there is an opportunity to meet with the Berkley Developers on 23rd November 2023, between 7 and 9 pm at the URC church, to raise any concerns about the MK East Development.  

4.6	The response to the FOI request made to MKCC to furnish details of condition surveys and subsequent actions completed on Two Wrestler’s Garage was received. It was not clear from this response whether any enforcement action had been taken with respect to two surveys undertaken in 2021 and 2022 on the site, which evidenced issues needing urgent remedial treatment to make the building safe.  

	Action: A letter is to be written to Michael Bracey, CEO of MKCC, copying in Cllr Peter Marland, asking what action will be taken in regard to this matter, and whether MKCC would now be prepared to undertake the works in default.       

ITEM 5. TC/NOV/2023:   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On Sunday 1st October he attended the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity’s fund raising walk.   
· On Thursday 12th October he hosted the Town Council’s annual choral event, ‘Day’s Musical Night’.  £750 was raised, which was shared between BobiCats and the Assisted Swim Club.    
· On Thursday, 12th October, he and his wife represented Newport Pagnell at the Award Event for well deserving cadets, reserves and cadet instructors from across Buckinghamshire.  
· On Saturday, 14th October he attended a performance by the Newport Pagnell Singers at St Peter and St Paul’s church. 
· On Wednesday, 18th October he and his wife were at the Ousedale School performance of ‘Les Misérables’.    
· On Saturday, 20th October he and his wife joined members of the local rotary club to celebrate sixty years of the club’s existence.   

The Vice Chair’s report showed that she had attended the following events:

· On 21st October she was invited to take part in a panel discussion with the aim of inspiring women and especially women from underrepresented groups to take an interest in politics and community engagements.   
· On.18th October she was at the Black History Month event held at MKCC.     
· On 17th October she attended the ‘Les Misérables’ show at Ousedale School.     
· On 15th October she joined the group of volunteers at Christ the Cornerstone Church as part of their fundraising efforts to raise funds for various charity groups across Milton Keynes.      
· On 14th October she attended the fundraising music event of the Mayor of Thrapston, Northants.  
· On 8th October she attended the MKCC Mayor’s Annual Civic Service event at the Church of Christ the Cornerstone. 
· On 7th October she was invited to the City of Code & Light 2023 Festival celebrating mathematics and culture in a brilliant celebration.   
· On 5th October she was at ‘Day’s Musical Night’, at St Peter and St Paul’s Parish Church.
· On 1st October she attended a church service at St Michael’s Church in Shefford, celebrating the Poetry of Robert Bloomfield.  
:
ITEM 6.  TC/NOV/2023:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 18th October 2023.  Cllr Winsor advised that arrangements had been made to merge the Thames Valley speed watch group with the Town Council volunteers for the speed watch project.  
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 4th October 2023.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 30th October 2023.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 2nd October 2023. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 11th October 2023. 
f) The Allotments Working Group minutes dated 17th October 2023. 
g) The Sport, Health and Wellbeing minutes dated 30th October 2023.  

[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]ITEM 7.  TC/NOV/2023:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – The AGM will be held in November or December. 
· Parish Forum Meeting – The minutes of the meeting held in October were received. 
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor reported that he was now the representative for the Group at their meetings with MKCC.  He said that in general all the parishes attending the meeting were extremely annoyed about a variety of items relating to MKCC, including landscaping contracts, poor quality service on the new waste contract, little adherence to the Parish Protocol by officers and the further loss of the parish precept tax base, based on new MKCC calculations, which had not been consulted on. MK ALC had agreed a stated intent of writing a letter to invite Michael Bracey to meet with MK ALC to address these concerns.  
· B&MKALC – Cllr Day reported that he and the clerk had attended the B&MKALC AGM and that two awards had been issued to Newport Pagnell, one for being founder members of BM&MKALC, and the other for the Newport Pagnell Town Council property team for their works on the village green application.     
· Education Trust – There was nothing to report.
· MK Forum – a brief report was received about their AGM which will take place on 14th December.     
· East/West Rail.  Cllr Winsor reported that there was an intention to choose the cheapest option for the railway crossing at Bow Brickhill but that the consultants appeared to lack local knowledge of the area.  It looks unlikely that anything will take place at Bletchley at all, and if the project goes ahead there will still only be three passenger trains per hour, and no increase in freight.
· Notes of a meeting with the Bury Commoners’ Association were received.  It was noted that the Bury Commoners would prefer a bonded gravel path for wheelchair access instead of a tarmac path.    

ITEM 8.  TC/NOV/2023: WORKING GROUP OBJECTIVES 

8.1	A report on how each working group was working towards objectives to achieve the Town Council vision was received. 
 
8.2	Concerns were raised about the number of times the electronic notice board at on the public toilets in the High Street was out of date.  It had also malfunctioned for a number of months, partly based on poor cloud links and partly on difficulty in paying for the service.  

It was agreed that Cllr Lombardo should hand over the function of updating the board to the office staff within 28 days, holding a meeting with both the Public Relations Officer and the Assistant Publicity Officer to arrange this.  


ITEM 8.  TC/NOV/2023: WARM HUBS  

It was noted that the Town Council had received £3,000 in government funding to provide places for people to keep warm over the winter, and that arrangements had been made to give £1,500 each to the Mead Centre and Ousebank House, who had opened their doors to this weekly initiative as from 1st November 2023.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.05 pm. The next meeting is on 14th December 2023.    

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

