NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th December 2023 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa (vice chair), Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day, Euan Henderson, Philip Gage, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
		  Cllr Liam Andrews – Newport Pagnell North Ward Councillor 
	     
ITEM 1.  TC/DEC/2023:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Sue Garner, Scott Humphries, Sam Langridge and Roger Hornblow.

1.2	PCSO Rhodes was not present at the meeting to give a report. 
 
ITEM 2.  TC/DEC/2023:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

ITEM 3. TC/DEC/2023:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.  
 
ITEM 4.  TC/DEC/2023:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 13th November 2023 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: PW	Sec: PD

4.2	There were no further updates on Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s bid for funding from the Football Foundation (FF), other than that the planning application has been approved subject to planning conditions.  
	  
4.3	Feedback from those attending the meeting with the Berkeley Group about the closure of the A509 was received.  The presentation had been extremely technical, and it was reported that representatives of Berkeley Homes and MKCC Highways not been in listening mode.  Other than the first phase of operation, Berkley’s stated that the rest of the scheme had not been formalised.  A new app was available that would provide regular updates of the works. There had been a request for more meetings in future, with clearer presentations.  Cllr Oyakhire reported that feedback about the lack of success of this meeting had been reported to officers at MKCC.  

4.4	It was noted that the Town Council’s letter about the lack of works on Two Wrestlers’ garage had been passed onto Jon Palmer, Head of Planning at MKCC.  However, the planning and enforcement departments had advised the clerk that they were not dealing with this matter, and that it had been passed to the conservation officer for attention.  

	Action: The clerk to raise this item again at the January meeting of Full Council. 

4.5	Councillors were advised that the responsibility for updating the electronic notice board had now been passed onto the responsible officers at the Town Council. 

ITEM 5. TC/DEC/2023:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On Friday 3rd November he and his wife attended the Raunds Charity Quiz night in aid of their local food bank.   
· On Tuesday 7th November he spent an hour with the Brownies of Newport Pagnell, talking about Parliament week and more besides.  
· Also on Tuesday 7th November, he and his wife were at the Newport Pagnell Carnival Charity Quiz.   
· On Remembrance Sunday, 12th November, the mayor was honoured to take part in the march and to lay a wreath.  He also gave one of the readings at the subsequent church service.  
· On Thursday 22nd November he spent an hour at Ousedale School with a group of student volunteers talking about volunteering opportunities in Newport Pagnell.      
· On Saturday 24th November he and his wife spent the day at the Christmas Lights Switch-on Event in Newport Pagnell.   
· On Thursday 30th November he and his wife attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s charity evening. 

The Vice Chair had suffered a bereavement and was not able to provide a report:

ITEM 6.  TC/DEC/2023:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 22nd November 2023.
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 8th November 2023.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 27th November 2023.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 6th November 2023. 
Action: It was agreed that the Town Clerk should contact MKCC again about that council holding the responsibility for the ramp at Riverside Meadow.   
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 16th November 2023. 
f) The Allotments Working Group minutes dated 21st November 2023. 
g) The Economic and Service Development minutes dated 20th November 2023.  

[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]ITEM 7.  TC/NOV/2023:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – The AGM had only just taken place and the minutes were not available. They will be received at the January meeting of Full Council.  
· Parish Forum Meeting – The clerk reported that there had been two presentations, one on finance during which the clerk thanked the finance team for amended the parish council tax base, and a second on sustainable transport initiatives.  The plan appeared to be to use a ‘hearts and minds’ strategy to persuade more people to move away from car journeys. There was little in the budget for redway improvements or other sustainable initiatives, and no mention was made of shrinking bus services.  
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor reported that the Town Council’s presentation on our Neighbourhood Plans at the MK ALC planning conference had been very successful, and had led to a further meeting between various parishes and the clerk to explain our policies.  
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen reported that one grant had been issued. 
· MK Forum – there was nothing to report on this matter.    
· East/West Rail.  Cllr Winsor stated that there had been no further meetings. 
· The minutes of the Ward Council meeting held on 6th December were received.  .    

ITEM 8.  TC/DEC/2023: BUDGET AND PRECEPT

The Council discussed the 2024/25 budget, and the proposal by the Policy and Finance Working Group.(PAF)  The PAF Working Group had suggested a precept increase of 7.8% having noted that whilst the current inflation rate has dropped to 4.6% the Council is more affected by Core Inflation which has remained stubbornly  high, and is currently at 5.7%. Core inflation is more relevant to the Council since the Council’s expenses do not include food purchases.  Building costs, and energy cost inflation also remain excessive high with building costs having risen by over 100%. The paths project has been reduced to cover only 40% of the original scope of works. Two working groups had also requested funding for additional project work, leading to the calculation of a 7.8% increase by the PAF Working Group.  The Town Council considered a range of precept increases between 5.5% and 8.5%. A proposal was put forward by Cllr Henderson and supported by Cllr Winsor to reduce the precept increase to 5.5%.  This was not supported on vote as this would lead to a council loss of £10,782, so the next amendment was considered to increase precept by 6.5%.  This increase will result in an effective % for D band homes of only 5.8%, since the clerk had pressed MKCC to increase the Tax Base calculations.  This 6.5% increase was supported by the majority of councillors, although there remained a few councillors who would have supported the 7.8% increase as proposed by the PAF Working Group.      

Under the 6.5% agreement, this increase will take the D Band contribution to £216.16 per annum, being an increase of £11.91 per D Band household per annum, or 23 pence per week. The two additional projects, being an update and reissue of the Newport Pagnell retail map and works to improve the ecology of the Town Council’s green spaces will now not take place next year.    

Resolved to approve the 2024/25 budget and 3-year forecast, at the increase of 6.5% of precept.  The net result of this is that it increases the precept demand for 2024/25 to £1,147,157 excluding a Local Council Tax Support Grant which the Town Council does not receive.   
 
Prop: DK	Sec: EH

ITEM 9.  TC/DEC/2023:  MEETING SCHEDULE  

The meeting schedule for 2024 was received and agreed with one amendment to change the time of the TPIM meetings from 7.30 pm to 8 pm. 

ITEM 10.  TC/DEC/2023: MKCC NEW WASTE AND CLEANSING CONTRACT

A proposal was received from Cllr Clarke to investigate the specifications of the new MKCC Street and Pavement Cleansing Contract in comparison to the previous contract’s specifications.  The clerk advised that MKCC had set up a meeting on 1st February to discuss this matter, and that councillors were welcome to attend.  

Action: The clerk to forward information about this meeting to Cllr Clarke.    

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.20 pm. The next meeting is on 15th January 2024.    

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

