NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL



 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 12th January 2024 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson, Philip Gage, Diane Kitchen, Roger Hornblow, Tony Oyakhire and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	   A local resident 
	 	     

ITEM 1.  TC/JAN/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa,  Sue Garner, Sam Langridge, Mark Lombardo and Richard Pearson. Cllr Scott Humphries was absent without apology.  

1.2	PCSO Rhodes was not present at the meeting to give a report. 
 
ITEM 2.  TC/JAN/2024:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]ITEM 3. TC/JAN/2024:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

A representative of the public from the area around Milton Drive said she was glad to see that the item of installing the benches on a permanent basis was being discussed on this agenda.  She recommended offering an opportunity to local residents to install memorial benches at this site, and asked whether the one bench near the bin on the footpath leading to the memorial garden could be moved closer to the memorial garden when it was permanently installed.  She also asked if any surveys that were done on the Milton Drive Park in the future could be extended further, beyond the pocket park catchment area.  

Councillors agreed to bring item 8 forward for discussion.  

ITEM 8. TC/JAN/2024:  BENCHES AT MILTON DRIVE

Council discussed whether the benches at Milton Drive should be permanently installed, and whether these sites could be offered for new memorial benches. It was agreed that there had been no signs of anti-social behaviour in the park during the six months that the recycled benches had been temporarily installed.  

Resolved to approve the permanent installation of the two benches at Milton Drive Park and to advertise, on the Town Council website, the opportunity for replacement of these benches with memorial benches as per the memorial bench policy.  

Prop: PW	Sec: EH

The meeting reverted to the agenda at this time. 
 
ITEM 4.  TC/JAN/2024:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 11th December 2023 as a true record of the meeting.    

Prop: PW	Sec: DK

4.2	It was noted that Newport Pagnell Town Football Club had now submitted their bid for funding from the Football Foundation (FF).  However, the club had indicated in the bid that the lease documents were to follow, as the FF has delayed agreement on two final clauses in the relevant lease with the Town Council.   
	  
4.3	No response has been received as yet from Sue Keen of MKCC about ownership of the ramp at Riverside Meadows, following the Town Council’s queries about this.   The Town Clerk had sent a further email requesting feedback but had not received an answer. The matter was most likely being delayed by the MKCC legal team. 

	Resolved that the clerk should request Kay Petitt to follow up on this matter, rather than sending a letter to the CEO of MKCC at this time. Copy to Ward Councillors.   
	
	Prop: PD	PW   

4.4	The Town Council’s concerns about Two Wrestlers’ garage had, since the last meeting of Council, been passed on to Simon Peart, the Conservation Officer at MKCC, and an email had been received from him indicating that he is now engaging a new engineer to inspect the building for safety issues, to advise whether action is needed, and to inform the decision on whether MKCC now needs to make use of any of their statutory powers.  

ITEM 5. TC/JAN/2024:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· On Friday 1st December he attended the Volunteers’ Reception, to thank volunteers for the work they do around the town.     
· Also on Friday 1st December he and his wife attended the Newport Pagnell Women’s Football First Team’s Christmas Party held at the Dove.   
· On Saturday 2nd December he and his wife attended the Northern Pastures Pre-School Christmas Fayre.     
· Also on Saturday 2nd December he and his wife visited the Green Park School Christmas Fayre.   
· Finally on 2nd December he and his wife went to the Kennington Close Christmas Lights to help to highlight the great community efforts of the residents on that street.      
· On Sunday 3rd December he and his wife accepted an invitation to join the Mayor of Olney at ‘Dickens of a Christmas’ in Olney.  
· Between Friday 8th and Sunday 10th December he and his wife displayed an interactive Christmas Tree at the Parish Church’s Christmas Tree Festival. 
· On Saturday 9th December he and his wife accepted an invitation to join the Mayor of Leighton Buzzard and Linslade Town Council’s Christmas Service. 
· On Thursday 14th December he joined the Chief Constable of Thames Valley Police at his thanksgiving service in Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford.  
· On Saturday 16th December he and his wife were invited to attend a black tie event at Loval Hall, where a local group performed ballroom, Latin and sequence dancing.  
· On Saturday 23rd December he performed again as ‘The Angel’ in the Newport Pagnell Parish Crib Service.  

The Vice Chair had suffered a bereavement and was not able to provide a report:

ITEM 6.  TC/JAN/2024:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 20th  December 2023.
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 8th December 2023.

[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]ITEM 7.  TC/JAN/2024:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – The minutes of the AGM dated 11th December were received. 
· Parish Forum Meeting – The minutes of the December meeting were received. Concerns were raised about poor bus services in relation to an integrated Local Transport Plan.  
· MK ALC – No meetings had taken place. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen said there was nothing to report. 
· MK Forum – Cllr Winsor advised that MK Forum had reported being pleased that the development on the site of the Jaipur Restaurant would not be taking place.   
· East/West Rail.  Cllr Winsor said that a decision had been taken to combine the three consultation groups comprising the north of MK, Bletchley and Bedford.  

ITEM 9.  TC/JAN/2024:  PLANTERS – 24 WELLAND DRIVE   

Newport Pagnell Town Council had been requested by MKCC to take over the responsibility of providing public liability insurance of new planters at 24 Whellan Drive, which responsibility does not include planting up the planters or replacing them should they become damaged. 

Resolved to agree that the Town Council should take on the above responsibility of providing public liability insurance for new planters at 24 Whellan Drive. 

Prop: PW	Sec: PD   


There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.23 pm. The next meeting is on 13th February 2024. It will include Overview and Scrutiny of the Allotments, CEPR, Parks and Property, and Economic and Services Development working groups and so will commence at 7.30 pm instead of 8 pm in the upstairs hall of the Youth Club.       

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

