NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 14th  February 2024 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Sue Garner (vice chair), Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa and Tony Oyakhire.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)

		Sam McBrearty (Carnival committee)
		Clare (Carnival committee)
		Sarah (Carnival committee)
Paula Diamond (Strawberry Fayre)

ITEM 1.  CEPR/FEB/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies received from Cllr Sam Langridge and 
Cllr Mark Lombardo.  Cllr Scott Humphries was absent without apology.  

ITEM 2.  CEPR/FEB/2024:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/FEB/2024:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  CEPR/FEB/2024:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th January 2024 as a true record of that meeting.  

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/FEB/2024:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 6th & 7th July 2024.  Carnival reported that a few entry forms have been received and volunteers will be sought next. 
Strawberry Fayre:   Event planned for 16th June. The clerk explained the need for the Strawberry Fayre to co-ordinate with the Youth Football Group regarding their use of the field, as it is possible that a licence to occupy the field will be in place by this time. 
Soapbox Derby: 	This event will be taking place this year, a week after the carnival. 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for this year. Date not yet confirmed.
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 30th November 2024 at 5 pm. 
Cultural Event:        Event planned for 14th September 2024.

ITEM 6.  CEPR/FEB/2024: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

No events to review. 


6.2 	Cultural and Literary Festival  

6.2.1	After considerable discussion it was decided to stick with the original date of 14th September despite Olney also holding a Literary Festival on the same date.

6.2.2	It was noted that Nadine Dorries, local author, is unable to attend the event.

6.2.3 	It was noted the following artists will be attending:

· Art teacher Russell Collins with a Bob Ross demonstration
· Hilary Grayson – Westbury Arts Centre

	And the following local authors:

· Debi Faulkner-Stevens
· Julie Wilson
· Shar Roselman – the working group agreed there was no conflict of interest for the clerk to display some of the children’s and teenage books that she has written.

6.2.4	The proposed budget was received and agreed.

6.3	Vintage Event

6.3.1	The Officer's report was received. 

6.3.2	The schedule of activities was received and approved.

6.3.3	It was agreed by the working group that any swastika flags or other nazi specific memorabilia would not be allowed to be displayed at the event, although German uniforms, uniform badges, and German weaponry etc. would be permitted. The event has more focus on celebratory elements post war this year, and less on the war itself. 

6.4 	Annual Town Meeting

6.4.1	It was noted that a request has been made to the Strawberry Fayre, Fireworks, Carnival, Christmas Lights and Community Larder for a representative to give short talks at this event. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/FEB/2024:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for December 2023 and raised no issues with them.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/FEB/2024:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The working group agreed the following objectives for the new Council year:

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: It was advised by the clerk that Cllr Lombardo has been in discussion with a resident from Milton Drive who has agreed to lead the Friends of the Park initiative. 

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2023.  Status: Planning is now well underway for 2024. 

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2023. Status: To hear back from Cllr Lombardo at the next meeting about the January surgery. 

Objective 4: To follow through on the Maltings project to develop and enhance the ecological trail and the Family Treasure Trail.  Status: No further update from last month except that the installations will soon be going ahead.

[bookmark: _Hlk156478204]ITEM 9.  CEPR/FEB/2024: PRESS RELEASES

The events officer advised that a paid-for press release was issued for the Annual Town Meeting in the Phonebox magazine.  

ITEM 10.  CEPR/FEB/2024: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 11.  CEPR/FEB/2024: TOWN TALK

The Spring edition of Town Talk was agreed for printing and distribution.

ITEM 12.  CEPR/FEB/2024: CUCKOO IN THE NEST

It was agreed to postpone this activity until April 2025. Public interest in the meantime will be monitored.

ITEM 13.  CEPR/FEB/2024: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To hear an update from Cllr Lombardo on the latest Councillor surgery. 


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.03pm. The date of the next meeting is on 13th March 2024.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
