NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL     


Minutes of the Sports, Health and Wellbeing Stakeholder Meeting held at 7pm 

on Monday 26th February 2024 as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
Present:
Cllrs Roger Clarke, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo (vice chair), Paul Day and Phil Winsor.
Co-opted Reps
Present:
Bert McDonald (assisted swim), Jenny Spencer (tennis), Jules & Ian Ford (football) & Valerie Hayward (bowls).
In attendance:
Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)


Mandy Voyde (PR&E Officer)

Adam Clark (General Manager – Places Leisure)

Tom Reed (Contracts Manager – Places Leisure)

ITEM 1 FEB 2024/SHW:
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa, Cllr Sue Garner, Michael Howard – (table tennis) and Janet Wilson (karate).oHo
ITEM 2 FEB 2024/SHW:
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 FEB 2024/SHW: 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.  

ITEM 4 FEB 2024/SHW:
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th November 2023 were agreed as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman.

ITEM 5 FEB 2024/SHW: 
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
The current VAT issues on invoices was discussed in relation to the s106 funding which the clerk had applied for.  The clerk explained the Town Council is happy to pay VAT against any VAT invoice but was aware the football club is having problems producing VAT invoices as they are not VAT registered.  The clerk offered a solution; if and when S106 funding is received, the contractor could invoice the Town Council directly. The clerk was also aware of the issue that the Football Foundation has been giving advice contrary to the advice of the Football Foundation’s lawyer, in this regard. The clerk advised the lease is in the process of being signed and that gives the Football Foundation all the protection that they need.  They do not need ownership of the repair work to the changing room. 
The football club advised they have received their copy of the lease and it is now signed, it just needs to be returned.  The football club also agrees that the invoice from contractors should go directly to the Town Council. The Football Club advised that they have taken professional advice regarding the VAT issue and are currently deciding on the most viable option and will advise once a decision has been reached. The clerk advised that an invoice would also be needed for the Town Council to contribute to the artificial pitch.  Cllr Winsor asked the football club if the Football Foundation paid the whole invoice for the artificial pitch, and the football club advised they pay 70% with FF funding.  The clerk clarified that the Town Council will pay £350k from S106 funding towards the artificial pitch and the balance will go to the refurbishment of the changing rooms, total sum being £500k.
ITEM 6 FEB 2024SHW:
CRICKET CLUB
There was no report from the cricket club.
ITEM 7 FEB 2024/SHW:
TENNIS CLUB
The tennis club reported membership was growing and in the spring/summer they will be focusing on events for juniors and for those who are new to tennis.  They have a lot of tournaments organised.  Due to the increase in membership, they have managed to create ten teams playing in the summer league this year, this is to include mixed teams as well as men’s and ladies.   They also have a veteran team who will be playing in the Bedford league for the first time.
ITEM 8 FEB 2024/SR:
ASSISTED SWIMMING CLUB
The swim club advised the date for this year's Swimathon is on Saturday 9th March and that they would appreciate it if the Mayor could put a team together, and if possible have the names by the end of this week.  Cllr Day advised he will investigate and advise.

The swim club wanted to thank the staff at Middleton Pool for looking after them and their members.  It was advised that Bert McDonald and Jackie Starkey are to leave the club at the end of the year.  Suitable replacements are currently being sought.

The swim club said they are still hoping for a second accessible changing room and asked if it could be included in the 2025 budget.  Places Leisure advised they will certainly look into doing this.
ITEM 9 FEB 2024/SHW:
SWIMMING CLUB

There was no report from the Swimming Club.  
ITEM 10 FEB 2024/SHW:
SUB AQUA CLUB
There was no report from the Sub Aqua Club. 
Cllr Phil Winsor reported he had spoken to a teacher from the club who advised the club is doing well. It has 120 members, and they are diving at various locations.
ITEM 11 FEB 2024/SHW:
CARNIVAL COMMITTEE
There was no report from the Carnival Committee.

ITEM 12 FEB 2024/SHW:
BOWLS CLUB 
The club advised the vast majority of its 2023 members have rejoined for the 2024 season. They have had to cancel lots of their winter activities due to the flooding and this has impacted both the social side of the club and its ability to fundraise. Flood water came up through the green, but the club is still aiming to open around the middle of April. The access path and car park area were flooded for several days by overspills of river water. The club is in contact with the Environment Agency regarding the access path issues.
ITEM 13 FEB 2024/SHW: ARCHERY CLUB:
There was no report from the Archery Club.

ITEM 14 FEB 2024/SHW: TABLE TENNIS CLUB:
The following report was read out on behalf of the Table Tennis Club:

Newport Pagnell Table Tennis Club continues to meet at the Baptist Church at Lovat Hall, Silver Street. As usual, Club nights between September and March only take place when there are no home matches for our 4 league teams which participate in the Milton Keynes Table Tennis League. Two of those teams involve players who have  been coming to the Club sessions. 
 

We have increased the length of the club sessions, which now start at 7.30pm. This was specifically arranged in order to allow one player to bring his young grandchildren to play. As the sessions usually take place on a school night, the previous session time of 8 – 10 pm is too late for youngsters. The sessions are now from 7.30pm to 10pm.

 

We continue to welcome new players, whatever their age or playing standard. Although we do not have a qualified coach, the senior players will offer advice and encouragement based on their experience.

 

From April to mid-September Club sessions will be every Monday, except on bank holidays. We charge £5 per adult and £2 for juniors for each session, although if juniors only stay for an hour, we limit the charge to £1. We usually have 10-15 adult attendees and play on 3 tables in the small hall or 4 tables if the main hall is available. 

 

The Baptist Church is planning extensive building works to what is a very old building (formerly a community centre up to 1997), but we have been assured that any disruption to the Club activities should only be for a few months. During that time, an alternative venue would be found for Club sessions.

 
ITEM 15 FEB 2024/SHW: YOUTH CLUB

There was no report from any of the user groups at the Youth Club. 
ITEM 16 FEB 2024/SHW: FISHING CLUB:
There was no report from the Fishing Club.

ITEM 17 FEB 2024/SHW: PLACES LEISURE:

17.1
 The ‘Talk for Sport’ programme did not go ahead.  Places Leisure is in discussion with Ousedale and Cllr Garner to offer a watered-down scheme as it was reported the original scheme required too much commitment from students.

The pool advised they have now been running the ‘Big Sister’ scheme for the last 2 weeks and it has been very successful.  The scheme is aimed at 9-15 yr olds and is fully funded.  They have 5 girls signed up for the 11-15 yrs group and as soon as they get more girls signing up for the 9-11 yrs group sessions they will run those too.  
17.2
Places Leisure advised they are following up on funding for ‘Boxing Clever’ which will be released in February / March.   

Places Leisure also advised they offer a GP referral service at the gym and are currently training another qualified instructor.  
17.3
2022/23 accounts and gainshare have been received.  Due to the 3-year roll out of gainshare calculations, these were still picking up negative results during the covid years so there was sadly no gainshare for 2023.  Hopefully this will pick up for the 2024 gainshare calculations.

ITEM 18 FEB 2024/SHW:
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The usual items to be included at the next stakeholder meeting which will be held at 7pm on 25th November 2024.
The next sports, health and wellbeing meeting will be held at 7pm 29th April 2024. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.31pm.
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting

Signed: ……………………………………………………… Date:…………………………   5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


