

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6th March 2024 at 8.00pm
using Zoom conferencing facilities

(Due to technical difficulties, the meeting started at 8.15pm)
Present: Cllrs Phil Winsor (Chair), Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Sue Garner, and Mark Lombardo. Also, Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk).
ITEM 1 MAR 2023/TPM:   
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
ITEM 2 MAR 2023/TPM:
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 MAR 2023/TPM:   
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

Roger Hall, speaking on behalf of the planning application for Loval Hall (23/02838/FUL below). Mr Hall expressed concern that a mistake had been made with the comments TPEM had previously sent in response to the planning application, which stated that parts of the carpark were “largely underwater” after recent heavy rain. Mr Hall felt this was a misrepresentation of the facts, and he opined that only 15% of the carpark was flooded but that this was due to surface water from the rain and not from the river flooding. He believes that the Working Group meant to refer to the Silver Street carpark, which did flood recently, and not the Lovat Hall carpark. TPEM agreed to amend their response to MKCC to reflect this correction.

Mr Hall was also asked about the parking requirements for the proposed work. He stated that there were currently 6 spaces serving the Hall. MKCC’s parking standards called for a total of 64 spaces once the work is complete (which will increase the current area of the building by 60-70% over 4 phases). However, only 22 additional spaces will need to be provided as the rest of the parking spaces will come from the local public carpark on Silver Street. The Working Group expressed concern over this, but Mr Hall said the Church had recently implemented measures to help reduce the impact of parking issues in the area. As of 1st April 24, the Church will no longer be taking bookings for large events from non-residents of Newport Pagnell. Churchgoers have also been asked to use alternative parking spaces on a Sunday morning to free up spaces in the public carpark.
Cllr Winsor stated that he felt that the steel cross is too high and out of proportion to the proposed new building and neighbouring buildings such as Lovat Bank. Cllr Winsor asked if it could be placed lower. Mr Hall said that although he couldn’t agree that with TPEM at this time, he encouraged the Working Group to feed the comments back via the Planning Portal. Cllr Winsor also stated that it would have been beneficial if some key architectural features of the adjacent Lovat Bank, such as dormer windows, had been incorporated into the Silver Street elevation.
ITEM 4 MAR 2023/TPM:
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
4.1 To consider the following planning applications and make the appropriate representations to Milton
Keynes Council Planning Department:

24/00322/HOU The erection of a single storey rear/side extension, 8 Portfields Road. The Working Group had no objection to this application but commented to say that they believe the size of the proposed extension is not commensurate with the property. There is no background information in the planning application to support needing extension this size.
24/00148/HOU The erection of a front porch extension including W/C, 7 Whaddon Road. The Working Group had no objection to this application; however, it was noted that the plans also include a shower and a handbasin, and not just a WC.
24/00268/NMA Non-material amendment seeking to amend the wording of condition 8 (highway scheme)

relating to permission ref. 21/02440/OUTEIS for [Outline application (matters of access to be

considered with matters of layout, scale, appearance, and landscaping reserved) for storage and

distribution (Use Class B8) floorspace, with ancillary offices and associated infrastructure, including

access, parking, servicing, and landscaping]), Land at Caldecote Farm Willen Road. The Working Group noted this application.
23/02838/FUL Demolition of the existing Lovat Hall. The erection of new (up to two storey) church

building including meeting rooms, foyers, kitchens, new halls, pre-school extension and roof terrace.

External alterations including the removal of the existing play area and new landscaping, planting and

Hardstanding, Lovat Hall Silver Street. (This application contains amended plans/documents.) The Working Group restated their objection to this application, on the grounds that the dedicated Church parking spaces (6) is totally insufficient for a 60-70% increase in floor space. Reliance on public car parks to cater for the Hall users is unreasonable and puts additional strain on public and residential parking.

The Working Group object to the height of the cross as it is disproportionate to the proposed new building and the surround area. The Working Group believe the plans are too contemporary for the area, and would be improved by incorporating design elements from neighbouring buildings, e.g. key architectural features of the adjacent Lovat Bank, such as dormer windows, into the Silver Street elevation.
The Working Group continue to object to this overdevelopment of the site and the impact that the application would have on the local built and natural environments, and the public access to same.
24/00402/DISCON Approval of details required by condition 49 (Lighting Assessment and Scheme) of

permission ref. 21/00999/OUTEIS, Mk East Development London Road. The Working Group noted this application.
4.2 The Working Group received the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed ……………………………………Date …………………………………………


