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 NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting

held on Thursday 21st March 2024 at the United Reformed Church, Newport Pagnell, 
at 7.00 pm. 

Chair:            Cllr Paul Day 
Present:        59 members of the public, including Ward Councillors of Milton Keynes City Council and members of Newport Pagnell Town Council 


Members of the Newport Pagnell Carnival Committee

Members of the Newport Pagnell Christmas Lights Committee

Members of the Strawberry Fayre Committee

Members of the Community Larder

          The Town Clerk and Events Officers
1. 
Opening 

Cllr Paul Day opened the meeting, thanking everyone for coming, the Council staff team for organising the meeting and the URC Church for the use of their venue. He spoke of the many changes that had taken place over the last year, including the Coronation of King Charles III, and Newport Pagnell Town Football Club’s reappearance at Wembley Stadium.  
He said that 2024 will be an election year for the Town Council, and he urged anyone with an interest in being a councillor to apply for a nomination from Milton Keynes City Council.  All present councillors will stand down, and if there are more than enough candidates for Councillor in any particular ward, parish elections will require a public vote alongside MK Council ballots.  Otherwise those who have been nominated will automatically be elected unopposed.  He said that it is always valuable bring new members into a council, and that he personally would value having more women on the council as it was currently quite male dominant.  

He spoke about the services that the Town Council provides, but also mentioned that the Town Council stands up for local residents. He talked about the community spirit which all those living in Newport Pagnell feel and contribute to, adding that Newport Pagnell was a wonderful place to be. 
The town sees many events take place throughout the year, including the Carnival, the Strawberry Fayre, Christmas Lights Switch-on, the Fireworks event, circuses, and some that the Town Council itself puts on such as the Choral Event and the Vintage Event. The forthcoming year will see a new event brought to the town, put on collectively by a volunteer group and the Town Council, known as the Cultural and Literary Festival.  The date is 14th September 2024.  
On Bury Common the Town Council has been working on biodiversity and accessibility, and a new wheelchair friendly path is due to be installed soon so that wheelchairs can get to the events area on the Common.  We’ve also improved accessibility at the Kingfisher Park with a range of new equipment specifically for differently abled children.  
The Town Council has developed a third Neighbourhood Plan, which is now out for its final consultation. All residents are urged to make comment and to vote on it in the referendum that will be held. Details are on the Town Council website. 
The old Police Station building is something that the Town Council has strongly believed needed to be protected. The Town Council tried to get it listed but failed in this endeavour.  However, we have just attended a planning appeal on the site as a rule six party, supporting in this case the developer.  Milton Keynes City Council’s Planning Department has withdrawn their objections to the development, so although we await the final outcome from the appeals inspector, it seems more likely now that the Police Station site will pass into the ownership of the Town Council.  It will take us some considerable time to repair and refurbish it, as it is very derelict, but in due course it will become a building that services the community.  The wider police station site will also provide new retirement living, which we feel is an ideal use for the site, rather than housing a number of buildings that no one has lived in for years.   
The MK East Development will provide four new primary schools and one secondary school. We are always trying to champion what is happening with that site but are hindered in that the development is not within the Newport Pagnell Parish Boundary.  We believe that a boundary review should take place, so that it is within our town.  

Residents first voted for the development on the Tickford Field site in 2016, but for various reasons this development was delayed.  However, a developer has now been appointed for the site and we aim to work closely with this developer to ensure that the site is developed according to plan. 

Finally, we’ve been working on six new walks for the town: two for adults (the Historical Walk and the Wildlife Walk) and four for children comprising different activities that families can undertake together to grow closer to nature. Brochures and activities can be collected from the Town Council offices. 

2.
Minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting held on 13th April 2023 were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.   

Proposer: P Winsor                  Seconder: I. Carman 
3.
Community Larder – two speakers 

The purpose of the Community Larder is to stop food waste, and to help people’s money go a bit further.    It opened in June 2022 and now has over 100 members.   The Sofea charity headquarters are in Bletchley.  Funds raised from the Community Larder help teenagers and adults get qualifications, including most recently, forklift driving – a very valuable skill. Large organisations donate spare food and other items of various kinds to the Community Larder. 

The way in which is works is that members join on-line through the Sofea website.  The system is not ‘means tested’, so anyone can join.  Members pay £10 to sign on and thereafter £3.40 or £7 per week depending on whether they are individual or family members.  Individuals can take up to 10 items for their contribution. The store is open 48 weeks in the year, (funding is taken for 52 weeks) at the MEAD centre.  If you are not available one week you can authorise someone to come in on your behalf to collect your goods.  There is no guarantee as to what products will be available.  Because it is a very popular service, there are queues to get served.  However, the place has a very social atmosphere and tea/coffee and cake are served for a small donation.  Recipes are exchanged, and various forms of advice are on offer such as how to avoid becoming diabetic and information on other food and health related matters. Anything that is not used by the members is then further donated.  Some goes to ‘Bus Shelter’ for the homeless, and some is made into soup for those who need it.  

4.
Christmas Lights – Scot Haynes 

Scot mentioned that the Christmas Lights committee had existed since 1960 and was therefore the longest running volunteer group in the town for events.  At that time the shops wanted something to bring people into town over the Christmas period, so the concept was born.  The committee is self-funding and is run by 18 volunteers. More are always very welcome. The youngest is just 4 years old (she contributed by looking cute in her pram and talking to passers-by) and the oldest is 80. At the end of their shift volunteers will often end up in Ousebank House for a pint, but they don’t sit down, because they would have difficulty standing up again.   Power is supplied by shops and offices in the High Street and St John’s Street.  The lights run for about ½ mile throughout the town. Scot said his own mum and dad had worked on the lights for the last 20 years and that was how he had become involved.  


The committee fundraises all year round, so if you wished to become a volunteer you need not feel you had to climb up ladders or be an electrician.  All sorts of skills were needed.  The total costs involved in putting on the event and putting up the lights are about £6k per year, which is spent on replacement lamps, public liability insurance, and on fixing the buildings to which the lights are connected.   Last year the committee was able to buy some second-hand fittings from Stratford upon Avon Town Council.  The committee is also responsible for erecting the flags in the town throughout the year, although the Town Council pays for these.  The group also runs story time with Santa.   When they can they support the Newport Pagnell Carnival and visa versa, with the Carnival volunteers supporting the Lights Switch-on team. 


The Switch-on festival always takes placed on the last Saturday in November and runs from 9 am to 8 pm.  Switch-on is at 5 pm. Around 4000 people attend each year.  


For the future there is a need to build a solid core of volunteers.  And there are other events to be thought about which the lights could add to? For example, what about a one-day switch-on for Diwali?   
5.
Carnival Committee – Sarah and Claire 

The Carnival Committee has been in existence since 1961.  It is a weekend event, although a long time ago it was a whole week-long.   It attracts a lot of people into the town. 16 volunteers work together to put on the Carnival. The Carnival Family needs 92 road closure volunteers, 80 hands on the gate, 20 litter pickers, and many car park attendants. There is also a need for field support and people to put up and take down equipment and gazeboes, so more volunteers are always needed. In 2022 the income was £24k whilst the expenditure came to £18k. However, in 2018, there was a big loss in the finances because of the need to introduce security and the Committee is only just recovering from this loss.  The weather, competing events such as football, and pandemics also make finances very difficult.  Costs will be £35k to put the event on this year.   Sponsorship is one of the key foundations to the finances of the team.  Raising enough funds is all about community engagement, and it was with this in mind that the 5K run was introduced to the event.   


Fundraising takes place throughout the year at events such as: 

· Bingo on 12th April.
· Curry and Quiz on 30th April

· Wheelbarrow lottery at the Vintage Event

· Duck Race tickets sold at the Strawberry Fayre.    

Carnival this year is on 6th  and 7th July 2024, and its theme is Heroes and Villains.    
6.
Fireworks Event
Sadly no-one was available to speak for the Fireworks Volunteer team. Councillor Day took the opportunity to instead mention the presence of the Harry Middleton Trust at the event, with leaflets available in the foyer.
7.
Strawberry Fayre – Paula and Bethany

The Strawberry Fayre was started by the committee who used to run the Newport Pagnell Youth Club over 25 years ago.   When the Town Council took on ownership of the building Paula, from the Diamond School of Performing Arts, agreed to continue this event which was always much loved by the community, and it is now run mainly by Bethany (Paula’s granddaughter) and Michael (Paula’s son) assisted by other groups using the Youth Club building and by the Diamond volunteers. More volunteer are always welcomed. The Diamond School of Performing Arts has been in place for over 30 years, and numerous performers and actors you have seen on your screen or stage have passed through the Diamond School.   The Strawberry Fayre takes place on Father’s Day every year, between 12noon and 4pm, so is a great place to treat your dad to some wonderful strawberries and cream, although these days the strawberries are donated and are not hand-picked by volunteers first thing in the morning before the event starts. There is also a mobile bar which goes down well.  
Bethany recommended that all events groups make contact with local colleges such as Bedford, or MK College, to obtain students to help out at their events.    
8.
Town Awards
The following people received Citizen Awards:  

· Rachel Church for having been a unit leader for 1st Newport Pagnell Brownies and 3rd Newport Pagnell rainbows for fifteen years.    
· Jennifer Mazzone for her volunteer work as pianist for the U3A choir, standing in for other church organists, running the Lent Lunches, being the branch leader of the Mothers’ Union and one of the leaders of the CAMEO Stay and Play for toddlers and carers. 

9.
Questions


The Mayor opened the floor to questions.  

Q.1
 What is happening with the path on Riverside Meadow? 
A.1
The Town Clerk advised that the Environment Agency (EA) had delayed this project and had called for a licence to refurbish the path and to set up a contractor’s compound before works could carry on.  It had then taken the EA three months to decide that these works were exempt from the need for licenses.   Rain had stopped works in February, but the contractor is now back on site and will have the project finished in a few weeks. 
Q.2
Is it possible to arrange for no-mow-May this year at Castle Meadow.  
A.2
Cllr Day said that the Town Council does take environmental concerns seriously and does what it can, weather permitting.  It should be possible this year to delay the May grass cut of the wild area on Castle Meadow, given that the grass has not yet turned to seed.  


  
Q.3.b)
Is it possible to do the same the Lawrence Walk Park as the Town Council are doing to turn Westbury Park into a Village Green?  
Q.3.b) There are items on the Lawrence Walk Park that are unsafe, such as the roundabout stick with nothing more than a loose cone over it.  
A.3.a)
The Town Council has undertaken an exercise with residents and engaged a local solicitor to apply for Westbury Park to become a Village Green.  This now rests with Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC), who are the final arbitrators as to whether or not to make this land a Village Green.  However, it is not possible for the Town Council to do the same thing with Lawrence Walk Park.   Half of the Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park was transferred to Town Council ownership, with the rest in private ownership.  However all the Lawrence Walk Park is in private ownership, and none of the responsibility for maintaining this land was ever passed to the Town Council.  It is therefore not possible for the Town Council to undertake an exercise to try get this listed as a Village Green.   It is possible for residents themselves to attempt this and the Town Council can offer guidance on how to go about it.  
A.3.b) MKCC is currently responsible for all the play equipment on the site, although they do not own the land.   
Q.4
 There is a great deal of uncertainty about the future of buses serving Newport Pagnell and the Rural Area. What can be done?   
A.4.
 Cllr Day explained that unfortunately bus companies are commercial businesses which means they can close routes as they choose.   The Town Council does lobby Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) about this matter, and we do what we can, but ultimately any support to the commercial companies can only come from MKCC. Buses would need to be regulated again by parliament to once again become public services.
Q.5
What is happening about the Aston Martin Museum? Aston Martin is a large commercial organisation and is very important to the Town.  It can bring great benefits to the town.  
A.5
Cllr Day explained that there are three different organisations involved with Aston Martin. Aston Martin Works is the organisation that repairs Aston Martin’s in Tickford Street.  There is also an Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT)  who run the Aston Martin Museum.  The Museum is currently based in an air hanger, no where near Aston Martin Works, and the trustees wish to turn the museum into a local heritage centre on the allotment site.  However, they need to raise significant funds to do so.  That is where the third organisation, the Aston Martin owner’s club, comes into play.  This fundraising is a long process and we cannot rush the AMHT in its endeavours.  Once there are developments the town council will share updates.
Q.6.
MK celebrates all its local heritage.  However, MKCC has replaced uneven paving stones with tarmac outside the only grade 1 listed building in the town.   This is not acceptable. 
A.6
The Town Council can only lobby MKCC to make improvements, we cannot undertake them ourselves. Repairs ot the church premises may also be something that might be funded through the Buckinghamshire Historic Churches Trust. 
The Mayor invited residents who had further questions to write these down on the forms provided

and he would answer them directly, and to complete the feedback forms about the Town Council vision.   
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45 pm, and the Mayor invited residents to partake of 
refreshments. 
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