NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 13th March 2024 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Diane Kitchen, Sue Garner (vice chair), Anne Butler, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Mark Lombardo (chair) and Scott Humphries.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)

		Sam McBrearty (Carnival committee)
		Sarah (Carnival committee)

ITEM 1.  CEPR/MARCH/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies received from Cllr Sam Langridge and Cllr Tony Oyakhire.  

ITEM 2.  CEPR/MARCH/2024:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/MARCH/2024:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  CEPR/MARCH/2024:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th February as a true record of that meeting.  

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/MARCH/2024:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 6th & 7th July 2024.  
Strawberry Fayre:   Event planned for 16th June. 
Soapbox Derby: 	This event will be taking place this year, a week after the carnival. 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 1st November
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 30th November 2024 at 5 pm. 
Cultural Event:        Event planned for 14th September 2024.

ITEM 6.  CEPR/MARCH/2024: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

No events to review. 

6.2 	Cultural and Literary Festival  

6.2.1	Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa reported arrangements are going well.  She is waiting to hear back from several people to firm up engagements.  She also advised she is waiting for confirmation of participation by a Hong Kong group. Several forms of entertainment have been secured including calligraphy, and it is hoped to include Chinese fashion and dragon entertainment.  There is also a possibility of a showcase from Sierre Leon.
	Cllr Kitchen reported a £750 donation has been received from Cllr Oyakhire from his ward Councillor budget.  A £1K grant has also been confirmed from the Anderson Trust.
	Provision of BBQ food was discussed, the clerk advised if this was provided by a registered caterer with all the necessary safety checks then this would be permitted, but individual BBQs are not permitted because of the fire risk. 
Flags were also discussed, Cllr Humphries agreed to erect flags in the field.

	Action: Cllr Bah Pokawa to advise Cllr Humphries what flags were required.  
	
6.2.2	It was noted that 6 artists and 4 authors have been booked to appear at this event and that a second gazebo has been arranged to accommodate further authors.

6.3	Vintage Event

6.3.1	The Officer's report was received, progress was noted on the parade.

6.4 	Annual Town Meeting

6.4.1	It was noted that speakers have been arranged from the Community Larder, Fireworks, Carnival, Strawberry Fayre and Christmas Lights. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/MARCH/2024:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for January 2024, Cllr Kitchen raised a couple of queries which the clerk advised she would look into and resolve. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/MARCH/2024:  VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The committee considered its objectives and results achieved as below.  

Objective 1: To work with residents and other organisations in the community to improve green space in the town, and in particular to try to develop ‘Friends of’ Groups for each of the parks and play areas devolved to the Town Council. 
Status: Cllr Lombardo has spoken with the resident and invited them to attend this meeting.  He will remind her ahead of next month’s meeting.

Objective 2:  To plan a major vintage event for the town in 2023.  Status: Planning is now well underway for 2024. 

Objective 3: To set up quarterly Town Councillor surgeries starting in the year 2023. Status: Cllr Lombardo reported that nobody turned up for the last surgery and it was agreed to advertise earlier ahead of the next surgery and to review after.

Objective 4: To follow through on the Maltings project to develop and enhance the ecological trail and the Family Treasure Trail.  Status: The clerk advised installations will begin next week.  The working group agreed for the events officer to pass on written thanks to Cllr Pearson for all his hard work on this project. 

[bookmark: _Hlk161643415]Action: The events officer to send written thanks to Cllr Pearson.

[bookmark: _Hlk156478204]ITEM 9.  CEPR/MARCH/2024: PRESS RELEASES

A press release for the vintage event was agreed.  It was also agreed that the Town Council would cover the cost of a press release for the archaeological dig which is to take place on Bury Common.

Action: Details of the dig to be received from Andrew Craddock.

ITEM 10.  CEPR/MARCH/2024: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 11.  CEPR/MARCH/2024: TOWN TALK

It was agreed to include a remembrance piece for Cllr Philip Gage and to include a report on the election results announcing any new councillors.

ITEM 12.  CEPR/MARCH/2024: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr Butler requested an item to be added about ‘cuckoo in the nest’ next year.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.32pm. The date of the next meeting is on 17th April 2024.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1
