

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th March at 8.00pm, 
using Zoom Conferencing Facilities

Present: Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokowa, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Sue Garner, Scott Humphries, Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor (Chairman), and Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk).
ITEM 1 MAR 2024/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence, all members were present.
ITEM 2 MAR 2024/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 MAR 2024/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.
ITEM 4 MAR 2024/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 21st February and 6th March 2024 were agreed and approved.
ITEM 5 MAR 2024/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 The Working Group considered the following planning applications and made the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:
24/00467/HOU The erection of a front porch with a W/C, the blocking up of a window to the west elevation and the expansion of the existing driveway, 39 Stanmore Gardens. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 
24/00536/HOU The erection of part single, part two storey side and rear extension, 10 Naseby Close. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 

24/00210/ADV Advertisement consent for the retention of one internally illuminated sign, 104 High Street. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 

24/00533/HOU The erection of a single storey front extension, 2 Pippin Close. The Working Group did not make a formal objection to this application but commented that they were concerned that an extension of this size and scale will set a supporting precedent for other extensions of this size.
5.2 The Working Group received the updated schedule of planning decisions, comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 
ITEM 6 MAR 2024/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
The Working Group considered the following licencing applications and made the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Licencing Department:

Renewal application from Soft 99 Whip for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday,15:00 – 20:00. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 

New application from Mr Guci Ices Ltd on 27 February 2024 for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 15:00 to 18:00. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 


ITEM 7 MAR 2024/TPEM: VISION AND OBJECTIVES


To review progress against the agreed objectives for 2023/24:


7.1 To maintain an overview of public transport issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.

PW – Raised the issue of the new MKCC pilot for the DRT (Connect MK) service. The pilot will see the City split into Zones, requiring travellers wishing to cross into another Zone to change vehicles and get on a connecting route. Newport Pagnell will be in Northern Zone 1, and it is proposed that the Market Hill bus stop will be a terminal for passengers. 
 
ML – Concerned that if the Nos. 1 and 2 bus services are scrapped, there won’t be a connecting service to get on.

- A lot more DRT drivers and refurbishment of some bus stops (Wolverton Rd bus stop has no lights for example) are needed for this pilot to be successful.

- Also concerned that the DRT scheme is supposed to be reviewed annually but this wasn’t done last year. MKBUG are pushing for a review of the service.

- MK Connect times need to correspond with the bus times


The Working Group then moved on to discussing the issues surrounding e-bikes and scooters.
SG – Riders of e-scooters are supposed to be over 18 years of age and have a provisional driving license as a minimum but most are under 18 and presumably without a driving licence.
ML – there is an issue with adults allowing under 18s to use their ID and register to use the scooters. There is virtually no way to police it.


SH – Lime have the whole of NP as Drop Off points, meaning the bikes and scooters can be left anywhere by the rider. Proposed applying for designated Drop Off points.


BBP – Lime e-bikes are a nuisance; they block the paths. One bike has been laying on a path for approx. 2 months. They are too heavy to just move out of the way.


The Deputy Clerk to seek a meeting with Lime to discuss.



7.2 To maintain an overview of highways issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.


The Deputy Clerk advised that appointments were available to speak to MKCC’s heads of service



and that an appointment had been requested with Paul Harrison to discuss restrictions of




pavement parking in the High Street and St John Street. Other appointments would be made with 


the relevant MKCC officers on issues that have been outstanding for some time (e.g. Priory Street potholes).


7.2.1 Community Speedwatch The Working Group agreed that the sites it would like to start running Community Speedwatch sessions from will be Little Linford Lane to Wolverton Road, and Tickford Street to London Road. Deputy Clerk to pass these locations on to TVP to be risk assessed. 


7.3 To maintain an overview of environmental issues that impact on Newport Pagnell residents and

to aim to resolve such issues within a 30-day period.


7.3.1 Hedgehog Highways The Working Group received information on the Hedgehog Highway Scheme and considered signing up to the scheme. After a very brief discussion, the Working Group agreed that it would not like to join the scheme or purchase any hedgehog gateways for distribution to local schools or residents.

7.4 Global Warming. Standing item. The Working Group were advised that the Town Council’s Property Officer has been successful in securing £12,000 of funding for solar panels at the Green Park Centre and the Youth Club. Works to commence as soon the Property Officer has established whether any planning permission is needed. The Working Group congratulated the Property Officer on obtaining the funding. 

7.5 Version 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan. The Working Group noted that Milton Keynes City Council are now consulting on the Neighbourhood Plan under Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning regulations. The consultation ends on Friday 12th April 20024.

7.6 To oversee the services provided by the Town Ranger and to regularly review the effectiveness of the role subject to budgetary constraints. 


         7.6.1 The Working Group received the February report on the activities of the Ranger.

         7.6.2 The Working Group received a copy of the updated Ranger’s work schedule.

7.7 Vision and Objectives for 2024/25 The Working Group started considering new objectives for the Working Group for the forthcoming year. Based on the discussion above about e-bikes and scooters, it was agreed that this is something the Working Group would like to focus on for the next year. Members will consider other objectives and raise any ideas.

There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed ……………………………………Date …………………………………………


