NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th March 2024 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah Pokawa (Vice Chair), Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson, Diane Kitchen, Sue Garner, Roger Hornblow, Sam Langridge, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	   Three local residents from Silver Street 
	   Cllr Chris Wardle – Ward Council, Newport Pagnell North Ward 

Cllr Day started the meeting with a minute of silent reflection in respect of Town Councillor Philip Gage, who passed away last month. 	  
   
ITEM 1.  TC/MAR/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Mark Lombardo and Scott Humphries.

1.2	New PCSOs for Newport Pagnell, Duncan Peerless and Tilly Skippen were not present at the meeting.  However, Tilly Skippen had sent a report on crime in the area.   
 
ITEM 2.  TC/MAR/2024:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]ITEM 3. TC/MAR/2024:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

A local resident spoke of local concerns regarding a planning application that would significantly extend the Baptist Church, and change the entrance to the church.  Land which was owned by MKCC had been transferred to the Baptist Church for the purposes of increasing the size of the facility.  However, this left only a narrow corridor of open space at one point where a new path around the outside of this transferred land would have to be built to allow public access to the open space beyond it. This open space is extremely important to residents, and contains specimen trees from all over the world planted by Frederick Taylor.   The new path would be too narrow for emergency vehicles and even ground maintenance equipment would struggle to get past the flood wall that is part of the plans designed to protect the new church building.  The area where a new path will have to go around a right angle bend is not only too narrow, but also slopes and lies very close to the river.  To put in a proper path will be very expensive, as pylons will have to be driven into the soil near the river in order to support the path.  The residents believed that either a planning condition forcing the Church to build this path in a satisfactory manner should form part of the approval of the plans, or the plans should be revised in such as way as to move the flood wall and make the extension smaller, to allow for a broader path further away from the river.  Alternatively, planning permission should be refused on the grounds outlined above.  

Cllr Winsor explained that Newport Pagnell Town Council, through its TPEM Working Group, had reached a decision to object to the plans, on the basis of insufficient parking provision and a structure that was too imposing in its historical setting.  However, the resident concerns mentioned above had not been considered amongst its reasons for objection, as this was new information being put before the Town Council. 

Resolved to agree to expand the comments on the planning portal to object to the limited space being left for public access to the surrounding open space, and to write to the CEO of MKCC to raise this concern with him which had not been considered at the time the land had been transferred to the Baptist Church.   

Prop: PD	Sec: PW

ITEM 4.  TC/MAR/2024:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 12th February 2024 as a true record of the meeting.
Prop: PW	Sec: SG 

4.2	Two leases to the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club have now been signed by both parties. MKCC now just needs to approve the new disposal arrangements.   
	  
4.3	A further response from Sue Keen of MKCC about ownership of the ramp at Riverside Meadows, was received. Cllr Oyakhire reported that he had visited the site with Sue Keen, who now believed that the asset should be taken on by the Landscaping Department at MKCC.  

4.4	An update on the planned condition survey of Two Wrestlers’ Garage was received from Simon Peart, the Conservation Officer at MKCC.  It appears that MKCC has had difficulty appointing a suitable surveyor, but they have now found one.  The survey has not yet been undertaken.  

4.5	It was noted that MKCC had released the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan for its final (Regulation 16) consultation, prior to going to the examiner. 

ITEM 5. TC/MAR/2024:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he was sponsoring a team at the MK Rotary Swimathon and that he had attended the following events: 

· [bookmark: _Hlk158726729]On Saturday 3rd February he and his wife attended a fundraising barn dance in aid of the town carnival. 
· On Sunday 11th February  he and his wife joined the Mayor of Northampton for his civic service.       
· Also on Sunday 11th February he and his wife attended the civic service of the Ampthill Mayor.       
· On Tuesday 13th February he took part in the Olney Pancake Race.
· On Thursday 15th February he and his wife spent a great evening visiting the Rainbows on the occasion of their 25th anniversary.
· On Sunday 25th February he joined various mayors and the Lord Lieutenant and High Sheriff of Bedfordshire at the Civic Service for the Leighton-Linslade Town Mayor.        

The Vice Chair reported her involvement in the following events: 

· On Saturday 17th February she held a committee meeting of the NP Netball Club.      
· On Thursday 21st February she met with Gamiel Yafai, Head of MK Diversity Marketplace.  
· On Tuesday 27th February she made a connection with MK Arts and Crafts through the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of MK and Buckinghamshire. 
· On Wednesday 28th February she attended the Planning Cabinet Advisory Group meeting at MKCC.  
· On Thursday 29th February she was at the NP Cultural Festival meeting and introduced a new member to the volunteer group.   

ITEM 6.  TC/MAR/2024:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 21st February 2024.
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 7th February 2024. Cllr Henderson pointed out that there were two errors in these minutes, with reference to the wrong car park, and to 70 Silver Street instead of Lovat Bank. Cllr Winsor advised that the planning comments for this application were irrelevant since events since then had seen the submission of a revised planning application.  Cllr Henderson asked that all Councillors please receive a copy of the comments now being submitted by the Town Council for the Baptist Church planning application.   
Action: Deputy Town Clerk  
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 26th February 2024. Cllr Henderson expressed the view that the public would not understand the term ‘Leisure Services’ in relation to the funding provided during Covid-19 to the contractor.  The clerk explained that the funding had covered losses at both WRSG and Middleton Leisure Centre, so the term embraced both of these. The PAF Working Group can look to providing further explanation when they approve and sign the minutes.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 5th February 2024.
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 14th February 2024. 
f) The Allotment meeting minutes dated 20th February 2024.   Cllr Winsor raised a point in his experience as an allotment tenant about the requirement that tenants cover water butts being excessive. Cllr Clarke said that the Working Group had agreed this was necessary to stop animals and people falling into the butts and that it had been part of the terms and conditions of allotment tenants for many years. The clerk advised that this matter should be addressed as a concern raised by an allotment holder for the Town Council’s Allotment Working Group, rather than through a Town Council meeting, and Cllr Winsor, in his capacity as an allotment holder, could email her if he wished to pursue this matter as a complaint.  She would then address it in the proper manner.      

[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]ITEM 7.  TC/MAR/2024:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – There were no further updates. The next meeting of the Trust takes place in April 24. 
· Parish Forum Meeting – No updates were received from Cllr Winsor. 
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor reported that there had been no further information. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen advised that no new applications had been considered. 
· MK Forum – Cllr Winsor advised that there was nothing to update about the forum.  
· East/West Rail.  Cllr Winsor explained that this project had continued to receive parliamentary approval, as it was specifically noted in the budget.  However, details on how to address the major pinch points had still not been addressed.  
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group. Cllr Winsor had nothing new to report. The clerk said that she had been contacted by the EA, who had agreed to investigate the flap between the river and Castle Meadow, to assess whether it was functioning properly.  
· It was agreed to approve Cllr Winsor sitting on the B&MKALC board as a Councillor representative. Cllr Winsor was thanked by the chair for his willingness to take part in so many outside activities. 
· Demand Responsive Transport.  There was no report from Cllr Lombardo on the meeting planned for this topic although he had advised that the speed camera was now in operation.  
· The clerk had been invited to be the lead reviewer on the Peer Review Challenge at Houton Regis Town Council. Council agreed to approve the Town Clerk’s release from work for three days to undertake this Peer Review.  
· The minutes of the meeting held with the Bury Field Commoners’ Association held on 15th February 2024 were received.  

ITEM 8. TC/MAR/2024: GROWTH OPTIONS – NEW MKCC LOCAL PLAN

The options available for housing development throughout Milton Keynes, resulting from the call for sites, were received. It was clear that major development is most likely immediately adjacent to the MK East Development if MKCC is to meet its 2050 target for housing development.  However, there was as yet no detail on sites brought forward in Newport Pagnell, which the clerk had specifically asked for.  
 
ITEM 9.  TC/MAR/2024:  TOWN AWARD   

It was agreed that the Town Award be given to Rachel Church and Jennifer Mazzone.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.59 pm. The next meeting is on 15th April 2024. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

