NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 15th April 2024 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah Pokawa (Vice Chair), Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson, Diane Kitchen, Roger Hornblow, Mark Lombardo, Tony Oyakhire, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	   PC Eoin Mulligan 
   
ITEM 1.  TC/APR/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Sue Garner and Scott Humphries. Cllr Langridge was not at the meeting.  

1.2	PC Eoin Mulligan explained that whilst he was new to the rural north of Milton Keynes (MK), he had in fact lived in the south of MK for much of his life.  Since his move he had been spending significant amounts of time investigating the causes of crime, rather than simply responding to it. The Neighbourhood Teams were expanding, and it was possible that another PC would be allocated to this area.  
	Focussing on crime stats, he said that there had been a considerable amount of shoplifting in the town and some arrests had been made. He did not associate this with violent criminal attacks. Many of these had been opportunistic crimes. 
	There had been, in the last quarter, 5 cases of criminal damage, mainly at the old Police Station site.  The Town Council explained that over the last summer it had experienced an unprecedently high level of damage in its play parks to its play equipment, and that recently over the winter several trees had been cut down in parks. 
	PC Mulligan said that there had been some ASB issues raised.  
	Thirteen assaults took place in the first quarter, but only a tiny minority of these had involved weapons or serious incidents. 
	Ten burglaries had occurred over the same period. 
	There had been three cases of harassment and some domestic incidents, which the police were addressing through a special task force.
	On the whole, the level of criminal activity was not high in Newport Pagnell when compared to other parts of MK.   

	PC Mulligan was thanked for his time, and detailed explanations of the crime situation in Newport Pagnell.  
 
ITEM 2.  TC/APR/2024:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk116368507]There were no declarations of interest. 

[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]
ITEM 3. TC/APR/2024:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions raised by members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  TC/APR/2024:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 11th March 2024 as a true record of the meeting.
Prop: IC	Sec: RC 

4.2	Two leases to the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club have been signed by both parties, MKCC has approved the new disposal arrangements, and the Town Council has now completed all that is needed for a successful bid to the Football Foundation.

4.3	Information which was not yet available to the public was received from MKCC, about land in Newport Pagnell in relation to the ‘call for sites’ for the new City Plan.  
	  
4.4	 There had been no further update on a condition survey of Two Wrestlers’ Garage from Simon Peart, the Conservation Officer at MKCC.  

	Action: The Town Clerk to contact Becky Lovelock about this lack of activity, and should that fail to elicit a response, to write a further letter to Michael Bracey, CEO of MKCC, copying in Cllrs Peter Marland, Robin Bradburn and David Hopkins, as well as Newport Pagnell Ward Councillors.  Cllr Oyakhire also volunteered to take up the matter with the relevant officer at MKCC.  

4.5	A debrief was received on the Police Station Appeal.   

ITEM 5. TC/APR/2024:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· [bookmark: _Hlk158726729]On 3rd March he attended the Dunstable Civic Service. 
· On 5th March he was at the AGM of the Newport Pagnell Historical Society.        
· On 9th March he put forward a team of community volunteers for the Rotary Club Swimathon, and assisted in awarding medals to participants.        
· Also on 9th March he and his wife were invited to the Peace Symposium, at the Baitul Futuh Mosque, in Merton.  
· On 17th March he and his wife attended the Biggleswade Civic Service.
· Also on 17th March he and his wife attended the Stotfold Civic Service.   
· On 19th March he and his wife were invited to the new Buckinghamshire Council’s Civic Reception. 
· On 21st March he hosted the Newport Pagnell Annual Town Meeting where he presented the town awards to two deserving volunteers. 
· On 23rd March he attended and spoke at the Newport Pagnell Singers Spring Concert in aid of Willen Hospice.         

The Vice Chair reported her involvement in the following events: 

· On 9th March she met with the Newport Pagnell Netball Committee which is working towards holding its first game soon.      
· On 15th March she met up with the MKCB Pioneers 2024 to strategise about the best way to develop the status of the Netball Club for the good of the community.  The focus will be on young people leaving the care system and those not in education, employment or training.   

ITEM 6.  TC/APR/2024:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 20th March 2024
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 6th March 2024.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 25th March 2024. Cllr Henderson asked whether Full Council accepting these minutes and the resolutions contained therein placed a restriction on the budget setting decision for 25/26.  The clerk explained that it did not, because the law required Full Council to take responsibility for establishing the whole budget. This would take place in December 2024.  However the clerk said that she would build the long term property maintenance reserve figure of £200,000 into the base budget, which would then be opened for further discussion.  Many things could influence budget setting before the final decision, such as the huge 33.8% increase in ground maintenance contractor costs that the Town Council had only just become aware of.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 4th March 2024. Cllr Henderson asked when the path at Riverside Meadow might be expected to be completed. Cllr Hornblow advised that this would happen as soon as the weather stopped raining. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 13th March 2024. Cllr Henderson commented that a number of people had advised that they had found it difficult to hear speakers through the MIC facility offered by the URC.   
f) The Economic and Service Development Meeting minutes dated 18th March 2024.  It was noted that the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club anticipate the refurbishment works at WRSG to take place during June and July 2024.  
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]Cllr Henderson reported that the Town Council had changed its agent who dealt with the Rural Payments Agency, owing to a conflict of interests with MKCC about payments relating to the now delinked basic payment scheme. 

ITEM 7.  TC/APR/2024:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Youth Club Trust – There were no further updates.  
· Parish Forum Meeting – The minutes of the meeting were received.  
· MK ALC – Cllr Winsor reported that there had been no meetings. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen advised that no new applications had been considered. 
· MK Forum – Cllr Winsor advised that there was nothing to update about the forum.  
· East/West Rail.  Cllr Winsor said that the chief executive at East/West Rail had resigned.  .  
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group. Cllr Winsor had nothing new to report.
· Cllr Winsor had no new information arising from his role on the B&MKALC board. 
· Demand Responsive Transport.  Cllr Lombardo advised that the meeting planned for this topic had not been held.  He was trying to gather specific information about bus trips where no tickets had been issued, and also to get specifics about the use of MK Connect in Newport Pagnell.  It had been reported that this vehicle was often parked, driverless, in town or at the electric charging station.  
Action: The clerk to ask residents to provide evidence on Facebook, and Chit Chat, giving specifics about their journeys, and about any siting of MK Connect.  

ITEM 8. TC/APR/2024:   REVIEW OF WORKING GROUP OBJECTIVES FOR 23/24, SETTING OBJECTIVES IN THE NEW COUNCIL YEAR 24/25 AND THE CREATION OF A CORPORATE PLAN.

8.1	A report on working group achievement against the 23/24 year objectives was received. A concern was raised that many of these set objectives were not measurable. 

8.2	Guidance on how to set SMART objectives for the 24/25 Council year was received.  Working Groups are asked to set annual objectives, to be achieved within the next Council year, and to set 5-year objectives, to help in the formulation of a five-year Corporate Plan.   
 







ITEM 9.  TC/APR/2024:  WORKING GROUP CHOICES   

Councillor preferences for working groups to date were received.  These will be agreed at the May Annual Meeting of Full Council.   

It was noted that Councillors Langridge and Oyakhire had chosen not to stand for re-election this year and so this was the last full council meeting of their terms of office. They were each thanked for their contribution to the work of the Council.

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.02 pm. The next meeting, on 13th May 2024, is after the election and will be the Annual Meeting of Council.  

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

