NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 30th May at 11am.


Present: Cllrs Euan Henderson (Chair), Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, Shar Roselman (Town Clerk), Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk).

ITEM 1 MAY 2024/NPIG:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr Phil Winsor and Alan Mills.

ITEM 2 MAY 2024/NPIG:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the virtual NPIG meeting held on Thursday 16th November 2023 were agreed and accepted as a true and correct record.

ITEM 3 MAY 2024/NPIG:	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VERSION 3 

3.1 Regulation 16 Consultation Responses
The Working Group received comments made to MKCC during the Regulation 16 consultation. 7 responses were received (Anglian Water, Natural England, Historic England, National Highways, Emberton Parish Council, Society of Merchant Venturers and NHS), and MKCC made several of their own comments. It should be noted that Natural England, Historic England, National Highways and Emberton PC made either positive or neutral comments that needed no response or action. Anglian Water, NHS, Society of Merchant Venturers and Milton Keynes City Council’s responses were addressed as below.

3.2 Consultant’s Response to Reg. 16 comments
This agenda item was dealt with concurrently to the item below in 3.3. The Working Group considered the points raised by the Examiner and the respective suggested response from the Consultant (O’Neill Homer (ONH)).

3.3 Letter from Examiner
The Working Group received the Examiner’s letter and clarification note, and discussed it in conjunction with Item 3.2 above.

3.4 Approval of Response
The Working Group agreed to make the following responses to the Examiner’s questions.

Examiner’s Query - NP3/Library Site: The Working Group agreed with ONH’s recommended response.
Examiner’s Query - NP3/Station Road: The Working Group agreed with ONH’s recommended response.
Examiner’s Query - NP4/Clause C: The Working Group agreed with the ONH’s recommended response.
Examiner’s Query - NP4/Future Nature: The Working Group agreed with the ONH’s recommended response.
Examiner’s Query - NP5/Allotments: The Working Group agreed that it wasn’t clear that the TC had provided/created a brand new site to accommodate the plot holders from the site that was closed. Agreed to insert wording to that effect to the supporting text. To also confirm that the waiting list is short, and that capacity has been increased with the addition of the new Burgess Gardens site. Agreed to amend “nearly 300 sites” to “nearly 300 plots”.

NHS comment - The Working Group agreed with ONH’s recommended response.

Anglian Water comment - The Working Group agreed to consult with Alan Mills to ascertain whether the Tickford Field Development Brief should be amended to remove reference to Anglian Water.

Society of Merchant Venturers comment – The Working Group recognises that landowners cannot be forced into using their land for BNG. Notwithstanding, the Working Group agreed to retain the word “designate” within the policy. 

MKCC comment – NP4/Para. 5.4.2, Clauses A and B: The Working Group accepted MKCC’s suggested modifications. 

MKCC comment: NP4/Clause G: The Working Group agreed that there is a discrepancy that should be clarified, and agreed with the suggested amended wording from ONH. 

MKCC comment – NP8: The Working Group agreed to the suggested modification by MKCC.

3.5 Referendum Timeline
The Working Group were advised that the Neighbourhood Plan documents must be published at least 28 days before a referendum. The Examiner’s report is due to be finalised in mid-July, consequently the Working Group agreed to aim for publishing of documents in early September (to avoid the school summer holidays), with a view to going to referendum in early October.





There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed.
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