[image: ]
   NEWPORT PAGNELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REFERENDUM

 Thursday 17th October 2024
7am – 10pm
at your local polling station
Please bring an identity document with you to vote

The Town Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have been working on the third Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan for three years.  There have been consultation events held about this, and two separate formal consultations have been sent out.  The plan has now passed its examination stage and will go to referendum on Thursday 17th October 2024.  

A new voting card will arrive soon, if it hasn’t already.  This one is different though.  It doesn’t require you to vote for any political party.  It’s about the Neighbourhood Plan for Newport Pagnell – and the future of your own town.   The Neighbourhood Plan has been put together by the Town Council (which doesn’t represent any political party and works for the good of the town) and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group comprising members of the local community.  This group of dedicated people has worked tirelessly to bring you the third Neighbourhood Plan so that planning isn’t just left to developers and the Planning Authority, who may have no interest in what happens here in our town.  

What is the Neighbourhood Plan all about? 

 Policy No 1 speaks about priority being given to reusing brownfield sites for development and encourages delivery of smaller starter homes for the young people in our town and those looking to downsize.   

Policy No 2 is specifically about ensuring that the Tickford Fields development (on Land at North Crawley Road) occurs as we would like it to and includes infrastructure in the form of a primary school, wellbeing facilities, sport, recreation and play facilities, and a local shopping area.   The 2016 referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan saw residents approve this development, mainly on the basis that without it being formalised into a plan, it would occur anyway, but in a more ad hoc way without the necessary infrastructure. This policy is designed to make sure the plan stays on course. It is important to recognise that this development will go ahead anyway, whether you vote for the Neighbourhood Plan or not.  A vote for the Neighbourhood Plan is about ensuring that those things that were promised with the planning application get delivered.  

Policy No 3 is about encouraging new housing in the Town Centre mostly above retailers and about looking at ways to improve the heritage aspects of the town, primarily in St John’s Street.  
  
Policy No 4 is about our green infrastructure network, and the need to protect this.  

Policy No 5 relates to land being set aside for an Aston Martin Heritage Centre, which is particularly relevant in Newport Pagnell with its very close ties to the production of Aston Martin vehicles.  Even now, these iconic vehicles are still repaired at the Aston Martin Works, so it is a fitting place for a Heritage Centre celebrating all that is Aston Martin.   

Policy No 6 sets out design guidance for developers so that we do not stray too far away from the nature of the wonderful bounty of historically relevant buildings in the Town. Local heritage assets are identified, such as the Police Station site, which will now be retained in perpetuity by the Town Council.     

Policy No 7 talks about making sure that we have affordable housing in the town, including some shared ownership for those people struggling to get onto the housing ladder.  

Policy No 8 details important aspects about the delivery of a local cycling and walking network.   

Policy No 9 is a policy about developer contributions to ensure that whenever developments over 10 homes take place, an appropriate level of contribution is made by the developer to infrastructure needed for that development. 
  	
In October the nights will be drawing in, and the weather may be dreadful.  A cup of tea or a nice glass of wine by the fireplace will be beckoning. The last thing you will want to do is to come out to cast your vote.   But this is your town, and its future is important to you.   Please, we are begging you, whether you want to vote for or against the Neighbourhood Plan, make the effort to get your voice heard. The question you will be asked, for which you give a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’ answer, is “Do you want Milton Keynes City Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Newport Pagnell to help it decide planning applications in the Neighbourhood Area?”  

At your local polling station, you won’t need to bring your voter card with you, although if you haven’t been issued a voter card you can’t vote.  You do need to be registered as a voter for normal elections.  You will need some form of voter ID with your address on it, whether this be a driving licence, or some other suitable form of identification.   You vote by putting a cross (X) in either the ‘Yes’ box or the ‘No’ box on your ballot paper.    

If more than half those voting for the Neighbourhood Plan vote ‘Yes’, the local Planning Authority (Milton Keynes City Council) must use Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan when making decisions on planning in the town.   

You can find full details of the Neighbourhood Plan on our website www.newport-pagnell.org.uk  
Or just phone us up on 01908 618756 to chat about it.   

Cut out and keep on your refrigerator:
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