NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 16th September 2024 at 1pm 

Present:	Councillors Paul Day, Euan Henderson (Chair), Diane Kitchen, and Phil Winsor  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	 		 	 

ITEM 1.   E&S/SEPT/2024: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Ian Carman, Sue Garner and Roger Hornblow.   

ITEM 2.  E&S/SEPT/ 2024: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/SEPT/ 2024:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

3.1	There were no questions from members of the public.  
.    .        
ITEM 4.  E&S/SEPT/2024: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2024 as a correct record of the meeting. 

Prop: DK	Sec: PW

ITEM 5.  E&S/SEPT/2024:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  

	5.1
	To install a full size Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) and improve changing facilities for Newport Pagnell Town Football Club, jointly funded by the Football Foundation and the Town Council. 

	Works completed, all invoices paid, and report submitted to MKCC on payments made.  This objective has now been completed.  However, a point was raised about new signage for the site.   The clerk has this as an agenda item on the next SHW Stakeholder meeting agenda to discuss with all the clubs at WRSG.  There is some further s106 funding that could be used to pay for this. 

	5.2
	To provide a football academy and further changing facilities, and a pavilion to be shared by the Cricket and Tennis Clubs. 
	October 2025 has been confirmed by MKCC as the start date for the Tickford Fields Development which will trigger the release of £2M funding for this phase of development. 

The clerk advised that she was in the process of setting up a meeting with Vistry, which had proved difficult because of unavailability of both parties at the same time on three occasions.  

The engagement of a development consultant for the site was agreed.

Action: the clerk to engage a consultant early in 2025, as soon as the meeting with the involved clubs has been held. 


	5.3
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	This land is unlikely to be available before 2026. It could be used as a catalyst to meet the request from the NP Tennis Club to consider additional courts and to provide land for the NP Archery Club as well as for the previously discussed football and basketball provision on that site. However, the existing planning application places limitations on what can be delivered on this site as the plans only allow for football and basketball. Action: The clerk to discuss at the Stakeholders meeting with sports clubs at WRSG development options.  The Tennis Club is to be asked whether they are in a position to obtain further funding from the LTA for additional courts. 
An additional request has recently come in for land to provide an international specification BMX track. The request was too late to include on this agenda, so it is to be discussed and agreed at Full Council that the responsibility for dealing with this be passed down to the E&S working group, who are recommending that the Council holds an exploratory meeting with the group interested in a BMX track.  
Action: The clerk 



ITEM 6.  E&S/SEPT/2024:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one covered and possibly an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	This project will not start until after October 2025.  Vistry Homes has informed MKCC that they would prefer to undertake all works on sports provision on the Tickford site themselves, rather than just hand land and funding directly to the Town Council, although they did understand that the eventual owner should be the Town Council. The clerk advised that she was in the process of setting up a meeting with Vistry, which had proved difficult because of unavailability of both parties on three occasions.  
 Action: The clerk to continue efforts to set up a meeting with Vistry Homes.

It will be necessary to engage a consultant/architect after this meeting with Vistry and after timescales have been established.    
No discussion has, as yet, taken place with the Bowls Club or with MKCC on transfer of the bowls facility to Tickford Fields. A MOU needs to be developed regarding transfer of facilities. 


	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site
	This project will not start until after October 2025.  Vistry Homes has informed MKCC that they would prefer to undertake all works on community buildings themselves. Action: The clerk to continue efforts to set up a meeting with Vistry Homes.


	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	This project will not start until after October 2025.  Vistry Homes has informed MKCC that they would prefer to undertake all works on parks and play areas themselves. Action: The clerk to continue efforts to set up a meeting with Vistry Homes.



ITEM 7.  E&S/SEPT/2024:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	The footpaths officer at MKCC has again been in contact with the clerk, advising her that work was progressing on assessing the Village Green application. Access rights to a particular property through the park are being explored at present.    
  

	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park. 



ITEM 8.  E&S/SEPT/2024:  OBJECTIVE: CONSIDER/COMPLETE TRANSFER OF REMAINING PARKS FROM MKCC TO NPTC

	8.1
	To get the remaining land at the Dove transferred 
	The Land at Dove Park has been transferred. Land Registration is awaited.  


	8.2
	To undertake the transfer of Glenwoods Park to the Town Council  
	No action will be taken with respect to transfer of this park at this time, as it is clear that MKCC is still maintaining this land. MKCC owns half of the site, but the other half previously belonged to a developer. However, MKCC believes the land is now subject to sale.      



ITEM 9.  E&S/SEPT/2024:  OBJECTIVE: DEVELOP MUSEUM PROVISION

	9.1
	To attract an Aston Martin Heritage Centre to Newport Pagnell, by providing land to support the project.  
	An electronic meeting has been set up to discuss this matter with the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT) Trustees on 24th September 2024 at noon. The consultant engaged by the AMHT has still not been in contact with the Town Council. 
    

	9.2
	To facilitate an improved display centre for the Newport Pagnell Museum at the old Police Station site, by applying for grant funding to support the project. 
	The transfer of the Police Station site from Churchill Living Limited to the Town Council has still not taken place.  There remain some legal matters to clarify, and the site is currently subject to blasting for demolition, and so is not safe to enter.  However, the Town Council’s architects have seen the site, and are currently creating plan options. A Principal Designer has been appointed to work alongside the architects as is legally required. 

The Historical Society members have also seen the site, and are enthused about its potential use for display space for the Newport Pagnell museum.  The Town Council had previously offered the Historical Society some (undefined) display space, and the use of the cell block including prisoner exercise yard. The Historical Society has now given the Town Council an indication that in addition to the cell block they would need the provision of a public toilet, and would like a) the use of the existing upstairs kitchen and b) as many rooms as possible upstairs converted to one large open space.  

Cllr Henderson and the clerk are to hold another meeting with Carolyn Taylor, a grant funding specialist, regarding assistance in applying for Lottery Heritage Funding for a public consultation which could hopefully also include architectural and principal designer fees. 
 






ITEM 10.  E&S/SEPT/2024:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	10.1
	To undertake a grass ‘frequency of occurrence’ survey on Bury Common to facilitate an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2025.


	An initial problem with the grasses survey has been overcome.  The results of the survey have now come in showing that there is scope to increase the occurrence of certain grasses on both the meadow and the common.  

	10.2 
	To ensure that Newport Pagnell Town Council received payment in full for the Higher Tier 2024 payments from the Rural Payments Agency.  
	This will mean that an application can be submitted by the Town Council’s agent late in September 2024, for an enhanced funding tier from the Rural Payments Agency in 2025.  However before this can be done, core sampling is  needed on both sites, so the clerk has commissioned this at a cost of £135.00.  

One year of data on Bury Common (2021) has been transferred by Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC), which will allow the Town Council to claim 2/3rds of the 2024 payment from the Rural Payments Agency.  However, that Council is refusing to transfer the second year of data.  The clerk has set a date with Kevin Cassidy of MKCC, various MKCC Ward Councillors and the Council’s agent to discuss this.      


	
	
	


ITEM 11.   E&S/SEPT/2024: FINANCE and BUDGET 

11.1	Members reviewed the July 2024 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.    

ITEM 12.   E&S/SEPT/2024: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items suggested for the next agenda apart from the meeting with the group wishing to set up a BMX international track in Newport Pagnell.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.15am  

The date of the next meeting is 18th November 2024.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


