NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 9th September 2024 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner (Vice Chair) Euan Henderson, Roger Hornblow, Mark Lombardo, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  Cllr Chris Wardle – MKCC North Ward Councillor
   
ITEM 1.  TC/SEPT/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Clls Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Scott Humphries, Diane Kitchen and Richard Pearson. Cllr Day welcomed Cllr Alexander to his first Full Council meeting.  

1.2	The Police were not available to attend this meeting, although they had sent the crime figures for Newport Pagnell.  
		
ITEM 2.  TC/SEPT/2024:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]Cllr Day declared an interest in relation to the Newport Pagnell Historical Society, although he is not a member of the working committee of that group. 

ITEM 3. TC/SEPT/2024:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  TC/SEPT/2024:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 15th July 2024 as a true record of the meeting.
Prop: PW	Sec: DK 

4.2	It was noted that the roadworks resulting in left turns only at the Willen Road/A422 junction have been delayed until 14th October 24. 

4.3	Cllr Oyakhire is attempting to arrange a meeting between the Town Council and Simon Peart of MKCC Conservation Department to discuss progress with Two Wrestler’s Garage.

4.4	A response was received from Sharon Bridglalsingh regarding the Village Green Application for Westbury Park.  Although there was some new information in this letter about access rights to a particular house on site, the letter gave no clarity as to when the consideration of the Village Green application might be completed.  

ITEM 5. TC/SEPT/2024:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· [bookmark: _Hlk158726729]On Saturday 6th July he attended the opening of the new ‘Kilning Mr Softly’ premises.  
· On Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th July he and his wife attended the Newport Pagnell Carnival,  
· On Thursday 11th July he attended the meeting which he had set up with responsible officers from Milton Keynes City Council and two developers to discuss the roadworks in relation to the MK East Development.   
· On Friday 2nd August he spent the afternoon with the new MP, Chris Curtis, driving him around to show him the Town’s various assets, including Middleton Pool, Willen Road Sports Ground, The Youth Club and Bury Common.  This was followed by a meeting at the office with the Town Clerk and the MP, talking about the Town Council’s various experiences in relation to housing.  
· On Sunday 11th August he and his wife helped out at the delayed Carnival Duck Race. 
· On Monday 13th August he attended the Leah Williamson official AGP opening at Willen Road Sports Ground. 
· On Saturday 17th August he attended the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club men’s first team match against Dunstable.    
· On Saturday 30th August he attended the Bowls Club Youth Awards event.  

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, had submitted her report which included the following:
· She attended the Newport Pagnell Singers Summer Concert at St Peter and St Paul’s Church.  
· She visited Camphill Communities for their Annual Assembly on 15th July.  
 
ITEM 6.  TC/SEPT/2024:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 24th July and 21st August 2024. The TPEM working group was requested to consider whether a new objective could be added for them to work on in relation to concerns about the deterioration of unoccupied buildings and particularly listed buildings. 
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 10th July and 7th August 2024. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 29th July 2024.
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 8th July 2024.  
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 17th July 2024. It was noted that the Cultural and Literary Festival takes place this Saturday 14th September from 12 noon to 5 pm.  All Councillors were invited to attend.   
f) The Allotment Meeting minutes dated 23rd July 2024.
g) The Economic and Services Development Meeting minutes dated 22nd July 2024.   
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/SEPT /2024:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – The minutes of the meeting were received.    
· MK ALC – There was no update on this from Cllr Winsor. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen had sent a report in her absence, that she had no news in respect of new grants issued by the Trust. 
· East/West Rail.  – Cllr Winsor explained that there was still a significant deficit in planning details for the station, but that it would have little effect on Newport Pagnell.  
· Cllr Winsor had no new information arising from the B&MKALC board. 
· Cllr Henderson reported that the Management Board for the AGP at WRSG has not yet met.
· It was agreed to approve Cllr Scott Humphries sitting on the E-Scooter Forum as a Town Council representative. 
· The minutes of the meeting held between the Town Council and the Bury Commoner’s Association on 11th July were received. It was noted that Cotswold Archaeology had been incorrectly advised by an outside body that the artifacts found during the dig on Bury Common would be going to the MK Museum.  Legally the artifacts belong to the Town Council. 
Action:  The Town Clerk was asked to engage a suitable solicitor to discuss the matter with Cotswold Archaeology. Cllr Winsor would like to be present at the meeting to be arranged with Cotswold Archaeology.   

ITEM 8. TC/SEPT/2024: FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE MATTERS 

8.1	   Cllr Day spoke about concerns raised by the Policy and Finance Working Group with respect to the need to provide funds for the refurbishment of the Police Station Site, and thereafter the need to recover reserves lost during the Covid Pandemic in real terms (current day value).  During the forthcoming budget round working groups were asked for prudence with regard to agreeing new projects (seeking wherever possible to move these to later years in the lifecycle plan) and to take the recommendations of the PAF Working Group seriously when the final budget decision was made, given that the PAF Working Group had spent many months considering the Town Council’s reserves position.    


8.2	The report from the External Auditor was received and reviewed, and it was noted that it was an unqualified (clear) audit, with no issues of concern raised.  

8.3	The 2023/24 Annual Report was received and approved for circulation. 
 
8.4	The new Member/Officer Protocol was received and agreed by Full Council. 

8.5	It was agreed that, as per her request, Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa should be removed from the Health and Safety Working Group. 

ITEM 9. TC/SEPT/2024: RESPONSE TO MK CITY PLAN

A draft response to MKCC’s consultation on the emerging MK City Plan was received and it was agreed that the response be sent to MKCC.  It was noted that the examiner of the Neighbourhood Plan had clarified that the identification of sites for bio-diversity offsetting purposes was a responsibility of the Planning Authority (Milton Keynes City Council) and not of the Town Council, but there is nothing in the emerging City Plan to highlight any sites for this purpose.  It becomes crucial that land which is to be identified as ‘green belt’ as opposed to ‘grey belt’ as proposed by the minister of housing for the Labour Government is both highlighted and that assessments are done on such land (based on either biodiversity offsetting possibilities or high value farming) to distinguish it from ‘grey belt’ land.

Action: The Town Clerk to write to the MP about this issue.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.51 pm. The next meeting will be held on 9th September 2024. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

