NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 14th October 2024 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner (Vice Chair) Euan Henderson, Scott Humphries,  Roger Hornblow, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  Cllr Chris Wardle – MKCC North Ward Councillor
	  PCSOs Tilley Skippen and Chloe Pennycott
	  A representative from MK Community Energy

Pre-meeting Code of Conduct training was provided by Mel Woof of B&MKALC and Sharon Bridglalsingh, the Monitoring Officer at MKCC. This was well received with several councillors saying how useful they had found it.  
   
ITEM 1.  TC/OCT/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllr Diane Kitchen. 

1.2 The Police had sent in the September crime figures for Newport Pagnell. PCSOs explained that recent crime stats over the last month had included several assaults, one dangerous dog incident, one drug offence, three harassments, and one kidnapping which was linked to a mental health issue.   Car burglaries remain high across Milton Keynes, and the rural area is suffering from a lot of shed and garage break-ins.  

The Mayor explained that the Town Council hoped to work in conjunction with the police, helping, wherever necessary to put out important messages to the public.  

The clerk advised that there had been two recent arson attempts at a picnic table between Queen’s Avenue Car Park and Bury Common. Some CCTV footage was available.  

A new shop lifting data base is making it easier to report this crime.  

A serious concern of the Town Council relates to vehicles ‘souped up’ to create additional revs. and popping sounds, and racing behaviour throughout the town and particularly on the A422 on weekends. Whilst it was known that the activities in Central Milton Keynes for this kind of offence were well monitored by both the police and MKCC, it seemed that few resources were available for the same problem affecting Newport Pagnell. A question was asked about the police’s ability to deal with bad driving on e-bikes and e-scooters.  The police advise that on finding illegal use of these they initially sent a letter to the owner, and had powers to remove e-scooters from the owner’s possession on a second offence.  They were not at present addressing poor driving behaviour such as three persons on the same vehicle on hired e-bikes or e-scooters. All areas of Newport Pagnell were plagued by issues relating to e-scooters and e-bikes, but the High Street was a particular problem area around school leaving times, with riders travelling dangerously fast on pavements.      
		
ITEM 2.  TC/OCT/2024:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]No interests were declared.

ITEM 3. TC/OCT/2024:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

3.1 There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

3.2  A presentation was given by Jane Grindey of MK Community Energy about home energy workshops. A series of workshops offering impartial advice to local residents in December 2024 and January 2025 will be held in Middleton Hall, Newport Pagnell.  Many people feel overwhelmed by the array of information on this topic on the web, and many such information sources tend to be funded by the producers of one particular product.  The workshops are attended by people with a range of different knowledge sets, and individuals attending often learn from each other.  Options for home heating are explored allowing people to ask questions to establish what might be best for them without any sales pitch.  These workshops will be advertised in the Winter Edition of Town Talk.  

	A question about available Government funding was asked.  Jane replied, saying that further information was awaited from the new Government Budget but that at the moment there was little out there.  Heat pumps could achieve up to a £7,500 grant, and the owners of some ‘difficult to heat’ properties may be eligible for a grant.   

ITEM 4.  TC/OCT/2024:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 9th September 2024 as a true record of the meeting.
Prop: IC	Sec: PW 

4.2	MKCC’s Nick Hannon had advised the Town Council that the responsibility for the ramp at Riverside Meadow had now transferred to the Landscaping Team at MKCC. He would continue to investigate the legal issues surrounding ownership of the bridge, but this would take some considerable time, and in the meantime the Landscaping Team had accepted responsibility for the ramp. 

4.3	Cllr Oyakhire had arranged a meeting between the Town Council and Simon Peart of MKCC Conservation Department to discuss progress with Two Wrestler’s Garage. It was clear that Simon felt that the new contractors engaged were more knowledgeable about the project to make this building safe, but no deadline had been set for them to come back to him on their initial scoping assessment.  Cllr Oyakhire and the Town Council were pushing for a deadline on this, and a further meeting is to be arranged four weeks after this meeting.  The Town Council remain concerned that the new owners of the building may not be able to fund the necessary repairs. 


ITEM 5. TC/OCT/2024:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events: 

· [bookmark: _Hlk158726729]On Saturday 7th September he attended the High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire’s Justice Service at the Tree Cathedral on Newlands. This was followed by a reception at the Chrysalis Theatre MK.    
· On Friday 13th September he and his wife represented the town at the opening of the “Rushden Feast” – an annual funfair in Rushden.  
· On Saturday 14th September, he attended the Cultural and Literary Festival whilst his wife was Master of Ceremonies at the event.     
· Also on Saturday 14th September he attended the reopening of the Rose and Crown.   
· On Sunday 22nd September he was due to attend a Charity Walk in Biggleswade, but this event was cancelled owing to inclement weather.  
· On Thursday 26th September he gave a live interview on BBC Three Counties Radio about the floods in Newport Pagnell.  
· On Sunday 29th September he went to the Thrapston Town Civic Service.     

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, reported that she had attended the following event:
· On Friday 13th September she attended the Civic Service for the Mayor of Houghton Regis.  
  
 
ITEM 6.  TC/OCT/2024:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 15th September 2024.
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 4th September 2024.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 30th September 2024.
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 2nd September 2024.
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 11th September 2024.  Cllr Bah-Pokawa thanked all the councillors and staff members who were present at the event, and expressed the view that she would have liked to have seen all councillors present and meeting their local residents.  
f) The Economic and Services Development Meeting minutes dated 16th September 2024. Cllr Henderson explained that a positive meeting had been held with Vistry Home Builders, who confirmed that there would be 31% social housing on site and a further 19% comprising other forms of housing such as shared ownership. Ownership, design and construction of Play Areas and Open Spaces was discussed, and a partnership will be formed to deal with the installation of these, whereafter the Town Council will take on ownership.  The Town Council will not own the SUDS on site, or the verges.      
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/OCT/2024:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – The minutes of the meeting dated 12th September were received.    
· MK ALC – There was no update on this from Cllr Winsor. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Henderson reported that one new grant had been issued.   
· East/West Rail.  – Cllr Winsor explained that with the new Government in place, this project remained up in the air.  
· Cllr Winsor reported that the Flood Group was going from strength to strength, and had several new members. Many of the issues being dealt with were very technical, particularly those relating to drainage around the town.  The floods in certain areas had been from the highest levels of rainfall in recent years.  However, it was hard to predict how and where rainfall would affect the town. He mentioned that the MKCC flood team had been exceptionally helpful in their responses to the recent rains.    
· Cllr Winsor had no new information arising from the B&MKALC board, apart from thanking them for the training provided earlier.  
· Cllr Henderson reported that the Management Board for the AGP at WRSG has not yet met.
· Cllr Scott Humphries reported on his first meeting with the E-Scooter Forum as a Town Council representative. He felt that there was a lack of understanding about the problems that having e-bikes and e-scooters close to water could bring.  One example was that a vehicle disposed of in a river no longer sent out a retrieve signal.  Each of the companies involved is reacting differently to the problems.  For example, Lime have said they will not bring e-scooters into the town.  132 of these vehicles have gone missing across Buckinghamshire in recent months.  The clerk reported that six bikes and three scooters had been fished out of local rivers by the ranger or by local residents recently.  Cllr Humphries asked for photographic evidence of this occurring.  The subject of ‘no go’ zones in Newport Pagnell was raised, but not discussed in depth.  This may be a topic at the next meeting.  It was confirmed that two forms of ID are now required when hiring the scooter, making it more difficult for underage people to get hold of hired vehicles.  Cllr Winsor and Henderson asked that this matter be dealt with through the TPEM committee.  The clerk advised that although a report from the Town Council representative at this forum should come to Full Council, TPEM has the topic within their terms of reference, and could consider setting specific objectives to deal with all the action items that could potentially arise on this subject.  This would help to keep action and pressure points on the forum current.  

It was agreed that TPEM should pick up all the items upon which the Town Council can take action or have influence, arising from this forum meeting.   

· The minutes of the Ward Councillor meeting dated 10th September 2024 were received. 

· The minutes of the Youth Club Trust meeting held on 10th September 2024 were received.    

ITEM 8. TC/OCT/2024: MARTYN’S LAW UPDATE

Martyn’s Law has started its progress through parliament and the parliamentary calendar indicates that this Bill will not take long to progress.  One amendment following the consultation had been made, in that it will now only affect premises capable of housing 200 or more persons.  The Youth Club is likely to still fall into this category, which is based on fire regulations. Gated events currently remain within the scope of the bill.   

ITEM 9. TC/OCT/2024: GOVERNANCE MATTERS 

9.1		It was agreed to pass the matter of a BMX national track onto the Economic and Service Development Working Group to deal with.  It was noted that the clerk has twice tried to make contact with the interested party, but has not had any response from them.  	      

9.2	The draft Corporate Plan was received.  

	Resolved to approve this document for publication noting that there was still room for improvement in the following ways:
· There are several objectives across three different working groups relating to the police station site.  This is currently a function of how the different working group’s Terms of Reference are set up, with for example the Policy and Finance Working Group dealing with tenders, whilst the Economic and Service Development Working Group worked on achieving lottery funding for this project.  To alter this split, a complete restructure of the working groups’ Terms of Reference would be needed. 
· A working group could pick up responsibility and set objectives in relation to the Town Council’s role in flooding in Newport Pagnell, despite the work that the flood group is achieving. 
· Some of the objectives set by working groups do not carry the service further forward, but are simply operation requirements in managing the site, which could be delegated to officers.  

Each of the issues raised above can be considered by the relevant working groups when next reviewing their objectives.  The intention is that the Corporate Plan is updated every six months, to show the current progress against working group objectives.  This will serve not only to keep the Council as a whole on track, but also to ensure that members of the public have an easy to refer to guide about the Town Council’s general directions of travel, rather than having to pour over many different sets of minutes.  

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.31 pm. The next meeting will be held on 11th November 2024. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

