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) i ) Also on the TrailTale app is a self-guided
S P tour of the town's historic buildings.
Search Newport Pagnell Heritage Trail.
There is also an accompanying leaflet.

S
oo
o/
EI
E
oo
>
[#>
(D2

%
i

5

Qo IOF“_‘-
. LI SN n i /alsTaa
u mkﬁgm e A
1310 =

A YO0 WV N7
OL= " AL A\; Al; @)K ZIN AL 4&4@ OV

Family Activity Trails
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ea ; gra Pick up the Family Activity Trail leaflets
Plea g : from the Town Council offices. There are N
pring a 4 family fun adventure trails packed with Q
¥ ance to g g easy activities to encourage all members
of the family to discover the amazing
wildlife that lives here.
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A 3% mile walking trail around
Bury Field Common, Ousebank Gardens
Castle Meadow and Riverside Meadow
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e | Keep an eye out for these...
2 ,
e . ' Scrambling Bramble

Bramble is superb for wildlife. Its thorny stems offer a
safe haven for nesting birds. Butterflies, bees and beetles
feed on its flowers and fruits and the dried fruits provide
valuable winter food for finches.

Musk Thistle

The bright purple musk thistles that grow on Bury Field
Common are the favourite food plant of painted lady
butterfly caterpillars. Some of the adult butterflies that
appear in summer will have flown all the way from Africa.

Mandarin Duck

These beautiful little ducks were introduced to Britain
from China. Unlike other ducks, they nest in holes in
trees, so the chicks have to jump down from the nest.
Only males have the stunning plumage; females have
grey heads, brown backs and a white eye stripe.

Banded Demoiselle Damselfly

Look for this insect flitting along the riverbank between
May and August. Males are metallic blue with distinctive
black wing bands whereas females are metallic green
with pale green wings.

Burdock
The hooked seed heads, or burrs, are known as 'nature's
Velcro'. These are designed to disperse the seeds by

catching hold of passing animal fur. Burdock grows freely
along this trail, so keep your jumper and socks clear!
Legend has it that Velcro was invented by a Swiss

engineer after removing burdock burrs from his dog.

WOLVERTO

=09 88,

7

N ROAD ~..

\ \ g
&
o0
L/

4
Y’ S

[ N

Looking After the Town's
Natural Assets

These sites, along with other parks, gardens and allotments, are
managed by Newport Pagnell Town Council which recognises the
vital role that greenspace plays in providing habitats for wildlife and
essential 'ecosystem services', such as natural carbon storage, crop
pollination, flood defence and improved air and water quality.

The effects of climate change and neighbouring urban development
has prompted the Town Council to take action to protect and
improve the town's natural assets through:

Wildlife surveys

To understand how to manage habitats to increase biodiversity.
Revised grass cutting regimes

To encourage wildflowers, pollinators and seed-eaters.
Installing bat and bird boxes

To increase nesting and roosting sites.

Planting trees and hedgerows

To provide safe corridors for wildlife, capture carbon, clean the air,
absorb heat and reduce noise pollution.

Maintaining and creating wetland

To provide homes for wildlife, absorb heat, store and purify water
and prevent flooding.

Maintaining the town's rivers

To prevent blockages from fallen trees and debris.

Providing trails and information

To encourage more people to explore, understand and value
the natural world.
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Road crossings

Panels with additional information

Toilets
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Start

From Queen's Avenue car park head through the gate onto
Bury Field Common. Near the entrance are information panels
with a map and details of the common's history and wildlife.
Take the left hand path to begin your walk.

Seasonal Ponds
Depressions, created by road stone quarrying in the early 1800s,

have been re-engineered to create seasonal ponds that fill with
water in winter. Marsh plants, such as yellow flag iris and purple
loosestrife, thrive here.

Christmas Plantation
A shelterbelt of maple, cherry, oak, lime and poplar trees were planted over

one Christmas in the 1970s as shelter for cattle that grazed the common.
Nest boxes have been installed in the trees for barn owls and kestrels,
which hunt for small mammals, such as bank voles, in the long grass.

Air Observation Defence Post
Between 1939 and 1945 members of the Royal Observer Corps

used this high point to spot enemy aircraft. The site is still a
superb look-out for large aerial visitors in the form of buzzards,
ravens and red kites.

The Railway that Never Was

In 1860 work began on constructing a railway to link Newport
Pagnell with Olney, but the plan was abandoned.The disturbed
ground has become valuable scrub and wetland, attracting small
birds such as linnets, reed buntings and summer visiting whitethroat.

Medieval Ridge and Furrow
While most of the common was ploughed during the Second World

War to grow crops, this area was left alone and still has ridge and
furrow strips created by medieval farmers.Today the only soil
excavation carried out is by green woodpeckers and flocks of
starlings probing the soil with their beaks in search of ants and grubs.

Civil War Defences

Hidden in the undergrowth are ditches and earth ramparts, built in
1643 as part of the town's Civil War defences.Today the nettles that
grow here shouldn't be regarded as weeds, but important food plants
for caterpillars of small tortoiseshell and comma butterflies.

Ousebank Gardens
The gardens and cemetery are home to well over 30 different

species of trees, some the remnants of a once private garden and
others planted as memorial trees.An information panel and map
is provided near the children's play area.

Cemetery Corner
This is where the River Ouzel flows into the River Great Ouse.

Sit quietly and you're sure to spot something interesting, be it a
heron wading in the shallows or a goosander diving for fish.

Seasonal Wildflower Meadow

Silt deposited by flooding has made the soil here too rich for
many wildflowers to thrive. However by delaying grass cutting
until after May, the water-tolerant plants that do grow here are
allowed to flower to provide food for pollinators such as bees,
butterflies and moths.

Specialist Survivors
The mown grass in Riverside Meadow may appear uninteresting,

but look closer to discover a community of specialist plants.
Dandelion, daisy, silverweed and broad-leaved plantain have wide,
flat leaves able to survive continuous trampling by passing feet.

Hide

The riverside vegetation provides a safe corridor for wildlife
to move along. From the hide you may spot mallard ducks,
moorhens, mute swans or kingfishers.

Weir

Look for grey wagtails searching for insects on the weir.
These small birds, with yellow bellies, are named for their
incessant tail wagging.You may also see black and white
pied wagtails here.

Poplar Trees
If the tall poplar trees are in leaf, stand beneath them and listen.

The slightest breeze makes the heart-shaped leaves tremble on
their slender stems creating a sound just like a waterfall.

A Little bit of History

While not recommended today, this small section of river is
where many local children learned to swim before the town
opened its first swimming pool in 1957.

Finish

steps - cross the bridge, turn right onto Willen Road and follow
the dotted route on the map.
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